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From the President

Doug Dickson

Every home in 
our community 
has one thing in 
common–we are all 
part of the Desert 
Ridge Community 
Association.  The 
“DRCA”, as many call 

it, is an HOA–like entity that oversees the 
maintenance of our community and enforces 
the governing documents.  These rules are 
contained in the Covenants, Conditions and 
Restrictions or “CC&R’s” and describe the 
requirements and limitations of what we can 
do with our individual properties. The goal 
of the CC&Rs is to protect, preserve, and 
enhance property values in our community. 

The rules of our Association ensure that 
all homes are cohesive and that yards are 
clean, trimmed and free of weeds, garbage 
and clutter. This is critically important since 
having neighbors with unkempt, untidy 
yards can negatively impact your home’s 
value. For most individuals, the investment 
in their home is their single largest purchase. 
The DRCA works to protect the value of 
all homes in our community and ensure all 
homes work well together.  

According to a study conducted at George 
Mason University, HOA’s and community 
associations increase property values. In fact, 
the study found that, on average, a house 
within an HOA community sells for about 
6% higher than non–HOA homes.

Benefits of HOA’s:
n Higher property values
n Maintain the look and cleanliness  

of a community
n Financial stability
n Community connection through  

volunteer work and social activities
n Rules and regulations deter nuisance 

activities
n Increased community pride
n Well-maintained common areas and 

amenities 
n Lower levels of crime
n Community education and programs

While we each strive to follow the rules, 
violations do occur.  If you receive a notice, 
please don’t be offended, the Association is 
only trying to enforce the rules.  

What to do if you receive a  
violation notice:
1. Address it. Ignoring a violation won’t 

make it go away, and can actually 
make the situation much worse. Once 
you’ve received a violation notice, 
take steps to understand and correct 
the violation. If necessary, pay or 
appeal a fine.

2. Don’t take it personally. Remember 
that the HOA’s rules were created 
to keep the community safe and 
comfortable for residents, including you. 
You also agreed to abide by the rules 
when you bought your home.

3. Communicate. While friendly face-
to-face communication can address 
minor infractions or warnings, written 
communication and documentation 
helps create clarity for everyone 
involved. When you’ve been accused 
of a rule violation, it’s best to address 
it in writing. If there are extenuating 
circumstances — like a family 
emergency that causes you to fall 
behind on yard care — communicate 
that to your property manager. 

4. Get involved. There is usually a 
correlation between the level of 
homeowner involvement and the 
long-term success of a community.  So, 
if you want to improve your community, 
volunteer for a board position or attend 
meetings to see how you can contribute.

The Desert Ridge Community 
Association is here to serve you and 
protect your home’s value. By following 
the rules and working together, we can 
maintain our community at the highest 
standards and enjoy one of the best 
communities in Arizona.

As always, we thank you for your support 
and look forward to seeing you in the 
neighborhood!

Doug Dickson 
DRCA Board President, CMCA 
Desert Ridge Community Association

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS
DEFEND YOUR PROPERTY VALUES!
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From the Lifestyle Committee Chair

Michelle 
Goldfarb

I moved to Desert 
Ridge in 2009 with 
my husband, Barry 
Goldfarb, and three 
daughters. We have a 
daughter that attended 
and graduated from 
Pinnacle High School.  
We enjoy all Desert 

Ridge has to offer as a community.  Our 
family enjoys the walking trails, the dog park, 
shopping, dining, and community events. 

I joined the lifestyle committee in 2019, 
attended the monthly meetings where the 
committee plans community events.  I 
volunteered for a game booth at the Trunk or 
Treat/Movie in the Park, attended the annual 
Holiday Lighting and Decorating Contest 

Judging Trolly and Community Meet and 
Greet events. My volunteer efforts allowed me 
to meet neighbors, support the community 
and enjoy a rewarding experience. 

As the community transition from 
the Covid 19 shut down to re-starting 
activities,  we have had great success 
with Virtual Committee Meetings, 
Virtual Coffee Club, 2020 Veteran’s Day 
appreciation breakfast at MIMI’s, and most 
recently, the Mega Community Yard Sale.  
Looking forward there is a new Virtual 
Wine Tasting event in June with the 
award-winning Pillsbury Wine Company; 
CPR and AED trainings, the 2021 Holiday 
Trolley dates are scheduled for December 
13th-15th, and 17th at 6:00 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m.; and a future community event at the 

Dog Park is in the planning stage. 

My goal as committee chair is to expand 
the number of committee members, 
events, and opportunities to volunteer.  If 
you have an hour a month to attend a 
meeting or volunteer, we meet on the third 
Thursday of the month at 4:00 pm. We 
welcome suggestions for new ideas and 
how to improve existing events. All the 
community event information is available at 
Desertridgelifestyles.com as well as by email 
from the community association. 

Looking forward to 2021, let us make it a 
great year!

Michelle Goldfarb 
Lifestyle Committee Chair 
Desert Ridge Community Association

Let me introduce myself
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From the Communications Chair

Rob Reichstein

Ah the distinct smells of 
summer.  SPF 100 sun block 
by the pool, melting tires on 
a car that’s stopped too long 
at a stoplight, heat rising from 
asphalt that measures 145 
degrees.  That first blast of a/c 
as you walk into a store, or the 
smell of burning flesh from 
grabbing that car door handle 
and steering wheel.  This is 

HOT FUN IN THE

T I M E
summer in AZ.  It comes with 
the territory. As a Chicago 
transplant, I like to say 4 
months in the heat beats 5 
months in the cold every time.

We just have to adjust our 
lives for this period.  Hiking, 
walking, outdoor activities 
should be done early in the 
morning and after sunset.  
When outside, drink more 
water than you are used to. 
Outdoor dining is best when 
close to the misters and under 
shade. Remember to keep your 

HVAC company’s emergency 
phone number in your contact 
list and most importantly 
keep your pets out of the heat.  
When it’s 100 plus degrees and 
it’s too hot for our feet, it’s too 
hot for paws too!  Also, a little 
reminder: Please don’t leave 
your dog in a car while you 
run your errands.

Hundreds of dogs die each year 
because owners just want to run 
into a store for a few minutes.

In this heat and sunshine, it 

only takes a couple of minutes 
to heat your car up to baking 
temperature causing heat 
stroke and possible death 
to your pet. In fact, AZ law 
A.R.S. §12-558.02 allows 
concerned citizens the right to 
take necessary action to rescue 
a pet from being trapped in 
a hot car.  This allows police 
intervention and in instances 
the right to break your car 
window to rescue a dog in 
distress. A broken window may 
be the least of your problems if 
you leave your dog in the car. I 
like to say only leave your dog 
alone in a car as long as you 
would like to be left in a hot 
car baking in the sun. That 
answer should be not at all!

So, while out and about this 
summer, enjoying the indoor 
attractions like movies, sporting 
events, museums—Oh the MIM 
is great—I love that place—
restaurants, shops, or anything 
that makes you happy. There is 
plenty to do and fun to be had. 
But please remember that car 
of yours turns into an oven real 
fast. Don’t leave anything that 
breaths, spoils, or melts in it.  
You don’t want to ruin a great 
summer day.

Thank you to all for being 
mindful about the care of our 
dogs and the harm we can 
cause them just because we 
like their company. 

Most of all, let’s have some fun 
this summer!

Rob Reichstein
Communications Chair
Desert Ridge Community 
Association

Don’t
leave us

in a
hot car!
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From the Communications Chair



Splash into Summer DEALSSplash into Summer DEALS

jwdesertridge.com 
1-800-228-9290

This deal includes a $50 resort credit for spa, 
food, pool, food and beverage or pickleball. 

The resort fee is waived. 
Rates: $198 per night

For stays booked Monday-Thursday, 
you’ll also enjoy 50% savings on 

poolside cabanas and suites. 
Must use promo code: SPJ when booking

This promotion is valid from 
May 16, 2021 to September 15, 2021

JW Marriott  JW Marriott  
Phoenix Desert Ridge  Phoenix Desert Ridge  

Resort Resort && Spa Spa
5350 E. Marriott Drive

Phoenix, Arizona

Fairmont Fairmont 
Scottsdale  Scottsdale  

PrincessPrincess
7575 E. Princess Drive
Scottsdale, Arizona 

Summer dealSummer deal

fairmont.com/scottsdale/
480–585–4848 

This deal includes 35 percent off the  
best available rate with a current  

Arizona driver’s license. 
$299 per night with a $100 resort credit 

Local Love DealLocal Love Deal

civanacarefree.com
(480) 653-9000 or 877-946-3998

This deal includes a 20 percent off stay at 
CIVANA Wellness Resort and Spa. 

This requires a 28-day advance booking.  

$204 per night

CIVANA Wellness CIVANA Wellness 
Resort and  Resort and  

SpaSpa
37220 Mule Train Road

Carefree, Arizona 

Summer STAYCATIONSummer STAYCATION

wekopacasinoresort.com 
(480) 789-4957
Special dates valid 

May 28, 2021 – September 6, 2021
This staycation deal includes a $10 food and 

beverage credit, plus $20 casino free play.  
The $29 resort fees are waived  

with a two-night stay. 
$99 per night

WeWe––KoKo––Pa Casino Pa Casino 
ResortResort

10438 WeKoPa Way
Fort McDowell, Arizona 

Talking Stick Talking Stick 
9800 Talking Stick Way

Scottsdale, Arizona 

Summer IN STYLESummer IN STYLE

talkingstickresort.com
480–850–7777 

Special valid dates
May 15, 2021 – September 6, 2021

This Summer staycation deal includes: 
Rates from $109 Sun-Thurs, $149 Fri-Sat
$25 food and beverage credit  discounts 
at Topgolf, OdySea Aquarium, Octane 

Raceway, iFly Indoor Skydiving, Medieval 
Times, and Butterfly Wonderland. 

The resort fee is waived with a current 
Arizona ID. Rates subject to availability.

The Westin Kierland The Westin Kierland 
Resort and SpaResort and Spa
6902 E. Greenway Pkwy

Scottsdale, Arizona 

RESORT VACATIONRESORT VACATION

marriott.com/phxws
480–624–1000

Package offering vary by property and location 
Promotional Code: ZJL

Valid Stay Dates: 
April 1, 2021 – September 6, 2021

phoenixphoenix
SUMMER STAYCATIONSSUMMER STAYCATIONS
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Arizona Arizona 
Science Center Science Center 

600 E. Washington St. 
Phoenix 

(602) 716-2000
azscience.org

 Pop Pop!!  The Science  The Science  
of Bubblesof Bubbles

Thru January 29, 2023
Recurring weekly 

10:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Advance ticket reservations 

are required. 
This fun event is for all ages to 
learn, play, and make bubbles 
with wands of all sizes, giant 

bubbles created while you stand 
inside, a massive bubble drop 
every 15-20 minutes. Explore 

four levels of “hands-on” 
exhibits, the planetarium and a 
five story, giant-screen theater. 

Phoenix Art Phoenix Art 
Museum Museum 

1625 N. Central Ave. 
Phoenix

(602) 257-1880
phxart.org

The Phoenix Art Museum is 
the largest art museum in the 

southwestern U.S. and the best 
place to visit in the summer. The 
museum has numerous exhibits 

through the summer. 
Sweet Land of Funk

Thru June 27
Ann Morton: A Violet 

Protest and the 2019 Friends 
of Contemporary Art Artists’ 

Grants Recipient
Thru Sept. 5

Medieval Medieval 
Times DinnerTimes Dinner &  & 
Tournament Tournament 

9051 E. Via De Ventura
Scottsdale 

(480) 291-7555
medievaltimes.com

$45.95 for adults and 
$35.95 for children 12 & under

Guest must wear a mask when 
entering Her Majesty’s castle.  

This medieval castle venue 
is a fun-filled evening of 

11th-century revelry, sport, and 
chivalry. Enjoy a four-course 
meal served by wenches and 

serfs while enjoying an authentic 
medieval jousting, sword fights, 

and tournament games. 

MavrixMavrix
9139 E. Talking Stick Way

Scottsdale
(480) 291-7500 

mavrix.com

$10 to $19 per person
Locally Owned

Sunday thru Thursday  
11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

Friday and Saturday
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m. 

This epic entertainment venue 
in Scottsdale, Arizona, features 
85 arcade games, state-of-the-art 

laser tag, billiards, 22 bowling 
lanes, a 5,000-square-foot 
restaurant and bar with a 

chef-curated menu, local beers, 
and cocktails.  

Phoenix ZooPhoenix Zoo
455 N. Galvin Parkway

Phoenix
(602) 286-3833
phoenixzoo.org

Cruise the Zoo Cruise the Zoo 
Sundays ONLY through July 25.

Tickets, including food,  
beverage, souvenirs and 

photos, must be pre-purchased 
online. All tickets are date and 
time specific. Please arrive no 
earlier than 5 minutes prior to 
the time listed on your ticket.

Pets are NOT allowed inside 
your vehicle at the Zoo.

Vehicle size must be no larger 
than a full-size long bed truck. 

Max vehicle specs are:
266” L x 81" W x 74” H.

summer activitiessummer activities
in and around in and around desert ridgedesert ridge

Desert Botanical GardensDesert Botanical Gardens
1201 N. Galvin Parkway, Phoenix   |  (480) 941-1225   |   dbg.org

The Garden will be closed to the public July 1-5.   We look forward to seeing you again on July 6. 
Open daily, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Sonoran SippinSonoran Sippin’’
Thru September 10th

GENERAL PUBLIC
Adults $14.95, Children $9.95 

MEMBERS 
Adults $10.95, Children $7.95
Advance ticket purchase is  

required. Last admission is 8 p.m.
Enjoy a week with a botanical-

inspired drinks and music 
while walking at night in the 
garden. Gertrude’s Restaurant 
will be open Monday-Friday 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. (Lunch and 
Dinner service is from 10:30 
a.m. – 8 p.m.), Saturday and 

Sunday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(Brunch 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., 

Dinner 3:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.)

Dog Days Dog Days 
At the GardenAt the Garden

Saturdays thru June 26th
7 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

Price included with Admission. 
Dogs are admitted free  

with owners.
This is a wonderful time to have 

a peaceful stroll with a man’s 
best friend through the garden. 
Please BYOB (Bring your own 
bowl) to fill at water hydration 

stations. Please bring waste bags 
and clean up after your dogs.

Flashlight NightsFlashlight Nights
Saturdays thru Sept. 4th
Reservations required.
Included with General 

Admission Adults: $14.95
Children: $9.95
Members: Free

Enjoy nighttime of viewing 
the night-blooming plants and 

animals that come alive in 
the Desert Botanical Gardens. 

Please bring your own 
flashlights. 

Face masks are required for all 
indoor spaces and outdoors 
when social distancing is 

not possible. Thank you for 
cooperating, we are all 

in this together. 
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Lo

PHOENIX OFFICE
602.437.2690

TUCSON OFFICE
520.696.3223

Dear ALCA Members, 
The AZ Landscape Contractors’ Associ-
ation has developed simple landscaping 
tips and welcomes you to share them on 
your Social Media, HOA Boards and 
Community Managers. Please find the 
attached information about quicks tips 
regarding tips for growing and maintain-
ing Agaves (two pages available in English & 
Spanish).

 
1. The most important cultural requirement for growing 

agaves is excellent drainage. Placement on mounds, 
slopes or raised beds helps to keep water draining 
away from the roots.  Waterlogged, clayey soils will 
kill agaves, particularly in colder climates. If water/
drainage may be a problem, mix gravel or sand gen-
erously into the backfill before planting.

2. The soil must dry out between irrigations. Irrigating 
one or two times a month in the summer and once per 
month to every five or six weeks in the winter at most 
is recommended. 

3.  Agaves need little to no fertilizer. Compost spread 
around the surface beneath the plant once a year or 
a light application of complete fertilizer in the early 

spring is more than sufficient.
 
4. AGAVES LOVE THE SUN. A few 

species in the hottest, driest 
climates may benefit from af-
ternoon shade or filtered shade 
from a tree canopy.

5. There are two major insect pests that 
can damage or kill an agave: agave run-
ning bug and the agave snout weevil. The 
running bug, very small and seldom seen, 
leaves small, round yellow or white spots 
throughout the leaf surface. Application of 
an insecticidal soap or broad-spectrum insec-
ticide in spring or   fall may be effective. The 
agave snout weevil is an inch to inch and a half 
long with a curved proboscis. The female lays 
eggs in the heart of the agave where the eggs 

hatch and the larvae feed. Often the damage is done 
before the insect’s presence is noticed.  Agave snout 
weevil particularly prefers A. americana, A. weberi 
and A. ovatifolia and agaves with softer leaves but has 
been observed on many species. There are no known 
chemical controls. Removal of infested plants as soon 
as noticed is recommended. Prevention is key.

6. Agaves are monocarpic; they 
bloom one time then die. Once 
the plant has transitioned from 
vegetative growth (producing 
leaves and stems) to reproduc-
tive growth (producing flowers 
and fruit) the process cannot be 
retarded or stopped by cutting 
off or removing the flower stalk. 
Agave inflorescence are extremely tall, often five to 
ten times the height of the rosette and heavy.  Even 
though the basal rosette may dry after blooming, re-
moval may prove difficult with larger specimens often 
requiring chains hooked to tractors or trucks.

LANDSCAPING TIPS brought to you by the Arizona 
Landscape Contractors’ Association, the Sustainable 
Landscape Management (SLM) and the Arizona Certified 

Landscape Professional (ACLP) programs. 
www.ALCA.org

Those Amazing 
Agaves!

Tips for Growing and Maintaining Agaves 
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We would like to 
welcome back, 
Taylor Hooks, to 
Desert Ridge! In 
the summer of 
2019, she worked 
at DRCA as the 
Standards and 
Compliance 

Coordinator. She will be returning as 
our Communication Administrator after 
working at a high-rise condominium in 
downtown Phoenix. She graduated from 
the University of Southern California 
with Cum Laude honors in December 
2020.  Taylor received a Bachelor’s in 
Philosophy with a double minor in 
Communication Policy and Law and 
Art History. In her spare time, she 
enjoys gardening, painting, reading, and 
playing with her dog Teddi. 

Taylor Hooks

Welcome Back T aylor

Should I go on?  
Because I can do this all-day long.

Unfortunately, so can the scammers.  
Through the phone and email they come 
up with new schemes to scare us or entice 
us into sending money, gift cards, and 
surrendering our personal information.   
They pose as the IRS, Credit Card 
companies, Police, FBI, Relatives, Friend’s, 
and Neighbors. Why do they do it? 
Because it works.

The FTC reported that in 2020 they took 
over 2.2 million fraud reports with more 
than $1.9 billion dollars reported lost.  
Scamming, or fraud as the FTC refers to 
the practice, is an industry unto itself, and 
a profitable one at that. Possibly because 

it has a very low barrier to entry.  All a 
scammer needs is an idea, a computer and 
a list.  It can be done by anyone from a 
neighbor down the street to a stranger  in 
far off country.  So, what can you do to 
avoid be scammed?

Here’s what I follow for calls and emails:
n If there is a threat of legal action you know 

nothing about—it’s a scam—don’t respond
n If there is an email you won a prize like a 

gift card—it’s a scam—delete the email
n If you receive a  robo call, i.e. it’s a 

recorded message—it’s definitely a scam—
hang up.

n If an email provides you a link to 
respond—don’t click on it!   It’s a scam—
trash it.

Your vehicle warranty has expired.  
This is your last chance to renew it. Call us back immediately.

This is the IRS we are coming to arrest you if you do not send us $$$ money now.

This is the Police, we are coming to arrest you if you don’t send us money.

Hi. I am you’re long lost relative from XYZ country.  
I have to transfer money out of the country.

Please email me back your social security number, bank account  
information and your street address and I will reward you handsomely.

n If you receive an email from a friend who is 
asking you for money or gift cards to help 
them. It’s most likely a scam—hang up 
or close the email. Call the sender on the 
phone number you have for them to warn 
them their email account has been hacked. 

n If you receive an email that someone needs 
to move money out of their country—it’s 
definitely a scam—trash it.

Personally, I do not trust emails or robo 
calls  offering to give me something I did not 
request, threatens me in any way, or wants to 
do me a favor. Same with Remember, Federal 
and law enforcement agencies do not send 
you emails demanding money to discharge a 
threat of incarceration.

There are a lot of crafty scam artists out there 
creating new scams every day. The safest 
and best practice is—if it’s too good to be 
true—it’s a scam.

If you have been the victim of a scam and you 
want to share it, email communications at 
DesertRidgelifestyles.com.  There are new scams 
created everyday so we will post the scams 
anonymously to help our neighbors stay vigilant.

Rob Reichstein
Communications Chair
Desert Ridge Community Association
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SUMMER PREPARATION
Avoiding common heat related issues 
is easy with the proper preparation. 
These issues range from simple heat 
rashes to dehydration, heat exhaustion, 
and heat stroke. When outdoors, take 
preventative measures including staying 
hydrated, shaded, and restricting 
strenuous outdoor activities until 
the cooler evening hours. It is also 
important that we learn to recognize 
the symptoms of these heat related 
issues and address them as soon as 
possible. 

DEHYDRATION 
Hydrating during the summer months 
is especially important. Experts say 
that we need about one ounce of water 
for every two pounds of bodyweight 
each day. Also keep in mind that 
caffeinated and alcoholic beverages are 
diuretics and increase the body’s need 
for water.

Dehydration can come on quickly so learn 
to recognize the following signs:  
n  Increased thirst.
n  Dry mouth.
n  Heart palpitations.
n  Decreased and dark urine output.
n  Headache.
n  Dry skin.
n  Dizziness.

What to do if you suspect Dehydration:
You can usually reverse mild to moderate 
dehydration by drinking more fluids, 
but severe dehydration needs immediate 
medical treatment. 

HEAT EXHAUSTION 
Physical activity in a hot environment 
can outpace the body’s ability to cool 
itself, causing heat-related symptoms. 
Heat exhaustion can occur with 
or without dehydration occurring. 
Symptoms of heat exhaustion include:
n  Profuse sweating
n  Weakness
n  Cool, pale, clammy skin
n  Fast, weak pulse
n  Possible muscle cramps
n  Dizziness
n  Nausea or vomiting
n  Fainting

What to do if you suspect Heat 
Exhaustion:
n  Move the individual (even if it’s you) to 

a cooler environment
n  Lay down and loosen clothing
n  Apply cool, wet cloths to as much of 

the body as possible
n  Fan the individual as much as possible 

if the heat index temperatures are 
below the high 90s 

n  Offer sips of water
n  If person vomits more than once, seek 

immediate medical attention.

HEAT STROKE
Although heat exhaustion is serious, heat 
stroke is an even more serious condition, 
which requires emergency medical 
attention. 

Symptoms of heat stroke include:
n  An altered mental state
n  One or more of the following symptoms: 

throbbing headache, confusion, nausea, 
dizziness, or shallow breathing

n  A body temperature above 103°F
n  Hot, red, skin (dry or moist)
n  Rapid and strong pulse
n  Fainting or loss of consciousness

What to do if you suspect Heat Stroke: 
Heat stroke is a severe medical emergency. 
Call 911 or get the victim to a hospital 
immediately. Delay can be fatal.
n  Move the victim to a cooler, preferably 

air-conditioned, environment.
n  Reduce body temperature with cool cloths 

or bath.
n  Use a fan only if the heat index 

temperatures are below the high 90s. 
A fan can make you hotter at higher 
temperatures.

n  Do NOT give fluids.

The ability to get out and enjoy the many amenities of Desert Ridge makes living 
here even more special. With many people still working from home, we have 
seen a rise in pedestrians and cyclists, along with other recreational activities, 
throughout the community. 

Although the official start of summer is June 20th, we have already started to 
experience the lower side of summer temperatures in the valley. When you 
combine all the increased activity with the rise in temperatures, it is once again 
time to start thinking about summer safety. 

Steve Burns
Community
Awareness 
Committee 
Chairman

Making
Summer Safe

12

|   Desert Ridge Lifestyles   |   Spring 2015

ASSOCIATION & COMMUNITY NEWS

desertridgelifestyles.com|   Desert Ridge Lifestyles    |   Summer 2021



The Desert Ridge Community Association is in 
need of community volunteers to serve on the 
following committees. If you are a member in 
good standing and available to serve your 
community 2-3 hours a month, please email 

us so we can provide you with the committee 
charter and application to apply. 

✮
LIFESTYLES COMMITTEE 

lifestyles@desertridgelifestyles.com

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
nominating@desertridgelifestyles.com

STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 
(SCP) PARKS SUB–COMMITTEE
scpparks@desertridgelifestyles.com

CHILDREN AND PETS—A SECOND 
IS A SECOND TOO LONG
AROUND WATER
Summertime brings an increase in child 
drownings. A child can slip into water 
without creating a sound. This is why the 
campaign of “A Second is a Second Too 
Long” was started. We may think that we 
are only going to be a second, but at times 
we get distracted and that’s when tragedy 
can strike. Nearly every child drowning 
is preventable if we resolve to never leave 
children alone around water for any reason 
or amount of time. 

IN VEHICLES
We have all heard stories of someone 
turning their car off to just “run in” 
someplace while leaving a child or pet 
inside. This still happens despite the 
numerous national campaigns warning of 
the dangers of such actions. Studies have 

shown that the temperature inside a parked 
vehicle can quickly rise to dangerous levels 
when the air conditioning is not running. 
Even if you leave the windows slightly 
open, it is not enough to significantly 
decrease the heating rate. Brain damage, 
dehydration, and even death can occur in 
just minutes from the internal heat of a 
parked car in the summer. 

Despite higher temperatures, the spring and 
summer can be an amazing and fun time in 
our community and the valley as a whole. 
Prevention of summer dangers is key. Drink 
plenty of water, wear light and breathable 
fabrics, use sunscreen, and avoid prolonged 
sun exposure. We need to promote 
awareness and educate everyone about 
summer safety. Desert Ridge is a much 
better place when we have involvement 
from our community members.

Stay cool out there.
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VESTAR BRANCH
3975 E. Lockwood Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85050
(480) 585-0170
vestar@bgcs.org
www.bgcs.org/vestar

Apply for financial assistance online at www.bgcs.org/clubconnect
Please email billing questions to billing@bgcs.org or text (480) 470-4605.

Weekly themes, reading/literacy activities, STEAM projects,  games 
and challenges, and fun, fun, fun!

MAY 24 - AUGUST 6
Monday - Friday
7:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Closed May 31 and July 5
$179/Week
Current $25 annual membership required. 
Please send your child with a lunch, snack, and water bottle daily.

REGISTER: WWW.BGCS.ORG/CLUBCONNECT
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Boys & Girls Clubs Of Greater
Scottsdale Announces 
2021 Youth Of The Year

Bella T. with Advisor Bianca Murtic

Beth Nicastro & John Rapasky

Claudia & Hugo Rodriguez

Maggie Debruin
Marketing & Public Relations Specialist
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Scottsdale

Presenting Sponsors
Tiffany & Bosco and Meritage Homes

Event Date
April 24, 2021

Venu
JW Marriott Phoenix  
Desert Ridge Sunset Lawn

The 2021 Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater 
Scottsdale and Vestar Branch Youth of the 
Year, Isabella T., and 1st and 2nd runner-ups 
presented their impressive Youth of the Year 
speeches throughout the evening. All seven 
of the finalists were on hand and participated 
in the Gala that culminated with scholarship 
awards provided by the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Greater Scottsdale Foundation. The 
Youth of the Year received a $5,000 college 
scholarship and the remaining finalists were 
each awarded a $4,000 college scholarship. 
The most unique item on the live auction 
block this year? An Hermès Birkin bag!  

ABOUT BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS 
OF GREATER SCOTTSDALE
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater 
Scottsdale empowers 18,000 youth of 
all ages and backgrounds to develop 
the qualities needed to reach their full 
potential as productive, responsible 
citizens. Branch locations and outreach 
sites provide a safe place, caring adult 
mentors, fun, friendship and athletics, 
and high-impact youth development 
programs during critical non-school 
hours. Located in cities and on 
Native American lands in the greater 
Scottsdale area, the Club promotes 
academic success, positive character and 
citizenship, and healthy lifestyles. For 
more information, visit www.bcgs.org.
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YoY Finalists with Ivan Gabbie Rife

Dr. Sam Swainhart, Dr. Ashley Howarth, Nichole Howarth & Katty Snell

Jennifer Thompson & Jennifer Linn

Mary Ellen McKee, Traci Poulsen, Gwen Hillis, Stewart Martin,  
Jenna Higgins & Durrell Hillis

Mike Kleingartner with Jessica & Jonathan Baffa

Sunset Lawn at JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort & Spa

Hayden J., Dustin M., Bella T.

17

|   Desert Ridge Lifestyles   |   Spring 2015

ASSOCIATION & COMMUNITY NEWS

Summer 2021   |   Desert Ridge Lifestyles   |desertridgelifestyles.com



“The BGCS Board of Governors is excited 
to begin this new chapter with Ivan in the 
top executive spot,” said Janet Caldarelli, 
Chair of the BGCS Board of Governors. 
“His more than two decades of corporate 
executive experience including success in 
strategic planning, growth, and community 
engagement will be an asset as we continue 
to expand our community alliances and 
strive to serve more kids and teens with an 
exceptional Club experience.”

Gilreath is relocating to the Valley from 
Omaha, Nebraska, where he served for 
10 years as President and CEO of Boys & 
Girls Clubs of The Midlands. Prior to that, 
he spent five years as President of ING’s 
Employee Benefits Division and 20 years 
in Mutual of Omaha’s Group Insurance 
Division, respectively.

“I am excited to join BGC of Greater 
Scottsdale and work with the team and 
Board of Governors to bring quality, safe 
programming and to grow our membership in 
the Greater Scottsdale area,” said Gilreath. 
“I am very familiar with the area from my 
many trips to visit my children here, but I am 
looking forward to digging even deeper into 
what we can do to be even more effective in 
serving our community.”

Over the past year in response to COVID-19, 
BGCS adapted its youth development model 
to provide childcare and a place for kids to do 

their distance learning—an essential service 
for parents/guardians who are not able to stay 
home with their children.

Amidst the service adaptations and new 
comprehensive safety measures put in place, 
Caldarelli explained that the nonprofit also 
opened a community impact site in the 
north Phoenix community of Anthem and 
completed construction on its first dedicated 
makerspace focusing on science, technology, 
engineering, art and math (STEAM) in 
the Virginia G. Piper Branch located in the 
Scottsdale Ranch neighborhood.

“Our board was unanimous in the selection 
of Ivan to be the next Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Greater Scottsdale President and CEO as 
we focus on impactful youth development 
programming and strengthening our 
community engagement,” said Caldarelli.

In Nebraska, Gilreath served on the 
University of Nebraska – Omaha College 
of Business National Advisory Board, the 
Jesuit Academy Board of Directors, the 
University of Nebraska Board of Trustees, the 
College of Saint Mary Board of Directors, 
and the University of Nebraska Foundation 
Governance Committee.

He received a Bachelor of Science in 
Marketing from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln and an MBA from the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha.

Ivan Gilreath to take the helm
as BGCS President and CEO

Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Scottsdale (BGCS), a youth 
development organization serving thousands of kids and teens at 
nine locations in and around the north Valley, announced that 
Ivan Gilreath filled the role of President and Chief Executive 
Officer on Feb. 1, 2021.

“I am excited to join BGC of 

Greater Scottsdale and work 

with the team and Board of 

Governors to bring quality, 

safe programming and to 

grow our membership 

in the Greater 

Scottsdale area,”
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Coffee Club
TUESDAY    AUGUST 10    9 a.m.

CAMBRIA HOTEL AND SUITES
4425 E. Irma Ln., Phoenix, AZ 85050

Peter Stesiak, a resident of Desert Ridge and active 
wtih the local Vestar Branch, has dedicated 33 years 
of volunteer service to our organization, currently 
serving on both the Board of Governors and the 
Foundation’s Board of Trustees. Peter serves on four 
committees for the Board of Governors: Audit, tax 
credit, finance, and the development committee. 
He also serves on another four committees for the 
Foundation: Audit, strategy, grant distribution and 
is the Vice Chair, Investment. Peter himself has 
said his “heart is blue,” and he has displayed this 
often as a grassroots ambassador for the Club and 
Foundation both. Peter represents all the values 
that Jim Hill stood for. He does not seek recognition 
for all he does. Tonight, we celebrate the spirit of 
Jim Hill through Peter’s investment of time, energy, 
knowledge, and treasures.  

About the Jim Hill Award
This award is given to a deserving volunteer 
who has demonstrated, above and beyond, a 
commitment to and a passion for providing youth 
development services through Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Greater Scottsdale. This award is to honor 
volunteerism rather than, financial support. 
This recipient would exemplify the caring and 
compassionate values that marked the life of our 
beloved “Commissioner” Jim Hill.

 

Jim Hill Award—
Peter Stesiak, 2021 Recipient

Peter Stesiak,
(left) with

 Ivan Gilreath.

All residents are invited to join us for coffee, tea, and
 breakfast pastries, as we discuss community matters

 of common interest, concerns and updates.

Watch for eblast or visit desertridgelifestyles.com for location.
RSVP required to desertridge.az@fsresidential.com
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securing your home
An amazing summer vacation out of town 
can be the highlight of the year for some.  
Often, the thought of home never crosses 
your mind while enjoying a luxurious 
vacation.  Protecting your residence can 
be a challenge while you are out of town 
but essential to having a happy ending to 
that dream vacation. A layered approach to 
securing your home can be very efficient.  
Getting surveillance cameras installed 
inside and out with real time video can 
help to gather information.  There are 
many different options on the market as 
technology grows.  A quick internet search 
can provide all the information you need to 
get what is best for your needs.  The City of 
Phoenix also has a program called “Virtual 
Block Watch” related to in home surveillance 
systems.  This program helps with canvasing 
after a criminal event has occurred.  An 
alarm system for the doors and windows of 
your residence is another helpful layer with 
the cameras to deter criminal activity.  There 
is always the old-fashioned approach which 
can be very effective.  Tell a neighbor, loved 
one, or close friend you will be out of town 
and have them keep an eye on the residence.  
They will know who does and does not 
belong at your residence.  By adding some 
or all these easy home safety suggestions 
together can greatly reduce the likelihood of 
a property crime happening at your residence 
while you are away.  Thus, ensuring that 
dream vacation goes off without a hitch.

pool safety for kids
We are blessed to live in the City of Phoenix 
where summer seems to last half the year.  
This allows us to enjoy the comfort and 
fun pools provide for more time of the year 
than anyone in the entire country.  While 

pools bring epic fun and enjoyment, safety 
precautions should be taken to guarantee the 
safety of children.  With a driving curiosity, 
children are fascinated and drawn to water. 
According to the CDC, keeping a watchful 
eye on children is always the best practice 
when it comes to pool safety.  Installing a 
pool fence is a strong barrier to obstruct 
children from reaching the water.  Arizona 
pool laws are governed by Arizona Revised 
Statute 36-1681.  This ordinance requires 
residences with a swimming pool where any 
child under the age of 6 years old lives to 
have a fence. If there is a water feature or 
pool over 18 inches deep at any point and 
wider than 18 inches and is designed for 
swimming be protected by an enclosure. The 
enclosure should not have gaps more than 4 
inches wide.  The entry gate should also be 
self-closing and latching.  All ground level 
doors and windows with direct access to a 
contained body of water should be equipped 
with a latching device.  This device should 
be placed 54 inches above the floor and out 
of reach.  Another CDC recommendation for 
pool safety is to get your child swim lessons 
at an early age.  Some swim schools offer 
swim lessons to all children even down to 
young toddlers.  If your child is not a strong 
swimmer, there are many different floatation 
devices that can also be utilized.  Child 
safety around water can ensure a fun summer 
day does not turn into a tragic event.  

Officer Tim Tewers
Community Action Officer
Black Mountain Precinct
Phoenix Police Department

summer safety

When you think about 

summer, if you are anything 

like me, the first things 

that come to mind is beach 

vacations, pool time, board 

shorts/flip flops, no school, 

short nights, long days and 

bright sunny weather.  Is it 

any wonder we associate the 

summer with feeling happy 

and carefree?  With the 

summer months approaching 

faster than we may want to 

know, some safety precautions 

can be taken to maintain the 

carefree feeling throughout 

the summer.  Properly 

securing your residence 

while on vacation, watching 

children around water and 

animal safety are all issues 

to be thinking about that are 

specific to summer in the  

City of Phoenix. 
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Since 1994, AAA Landscape has been the Desert Ridge Community 
Association preferred landscape maintenance service provider 
and community partner, providing a multitude of landscape 
designs, installations and maintenance services to the community 
throughout the years. We value tremendously the community 
partnership and the amazing relationships we have developed 
with the community residents over the past 24 years! We look 
forward to many more years of providing landscape maintenance 
services that will ensure Desert Ridge remains one of the most 

desired destination communities in all of Phoenix.

AAA Landscape would like to thank the Desert Ridge residents for 
the continued opportunity to serve your community and allowing 
us to be an integral part of the next generation of Desert Ridge 

development, growth and change to come!

heat and pet safety 
I know everyone in the world has heard the 
term “a man’s best friend” when referring to 
the family K9.  According to the internet, 
this term was coined in 1870 during a 
court case about a man’s dog being shot by 

the neighbor.  A lot has changed over the 
last century and a half, but the one thing 
that has not is our strong love and respect 
for man’s best friend.  With the changing 
times, many laws have been passed to 
protect animals from any type of cruelty.  

With the summer months here in Phoenix 
reaching well into the 115-degree range, 
it is imperative we take some precautions 
with our pets when it comes to the heat.  
These laws can be found in Arizona Revised 
Statutes 13-2910 and specifically 13-2910A7 
refers to locking an animal in a hot vehicle.  
The City of Phoenix Police Department 
has detectives who specifically deal with 
animal cruelty cases.  You may even need 
to adjust your pets exercise time to early 
in the morning or late in the evening to 
avoid the hot portion of the day.  When the 
temperatures reach 100-degrees the asphalt 
and concrete will have a surface temperature 
of around 145-degrees which is too hot for 
the pads of a pet’s feet to be touching.  If 
the pavement is too hot to touch with a 
barefoot, then it is off limits for your pet.  

Keeping your pet happy and healthy is a 
great responsibility that should not be taken 
lightly.  By taking some extra safeguards for 
your pet during the summer months, you can 
be sure to create that best friend bond. 

make great memories
This time of the year heading into late 
spring, I am reminded of the song lyrics 
by the band Sublime “summertime and 
the livin’s easy.”  I am excited for the kids 
to be out of school.  I am excited for the 
epic vacation I have planned.  I am excited 
for the many days spent by the pool with 
an umbrella in my drink.  I am reminded 
though of the summer precautions I can 
take such as securing my residence, watching 
children around water and taking proper 
care of my “best friend” to make sure all 
these memories made are amazing.           
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PHOENIX POLICE DEPARTMENT
Part I Violent And Property Crimes

Based on Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Criteria
Pinnacle Peak Rd to Loop 101 Freeway and 36th St. to 56th St.

Officer Tim Tewers #8698, Community Action Officer, Black Mountain Precinct
602-495-5213 or e-mail at Tim.tewers@phoenix.gov

  
Type of Crime 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

 
2020              

 Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Sexual Assault 1 0 0 0 0 1 2* 4* 1 3 1 3 2 1.8

 Robbery 2 1 5 2 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 .44

 Aggravated 3 7 4 3 5 2 3 7 6 8 5 8 6 5.15 
 Assault

 Violent Crime 6 8 9 5 6 3 5 11 7 12 8 11 8 7.6 
 Total

 Burglary 122 92 67  102 47 46 39 41 50 43 57 35 23 42.3

 Theft 199 124 118 111 68 70 57 71 125 92 113 67 60 80.3

 Auto Theft 19 13 3 9 9 6 1 6 10 12 10 18 6 8.6

 Arson 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 2 0 1 1 1 0.6

 Property 340 229 188 224 125 122 97 118 187 147 181 121 90 132 
 Crime Total

 Total Crimes 346 237 197 229 131 125 102 129 194 159 189 132 98 139

This report is based on Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) criteria which are not equivalent to Arizona Revised Statutes 
(ARS) statistics and therefore this data cannot be directly compared to ARS reports. Under the hierarchy rule of UCR, only 
the most severe offense of an incident is counted. Part One property crimes include motor vehicle theft, burglary, arson, and 
theft/larceny. Part One violent crimes include criminal homicide, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault. Aggravated 
assaults are counted by victim. Numbers may differ from other published reports due to case updates/reclassifications and/or 
to differences associated with unfounded incidents. UCR data excludes unfounded cases if the incident and the unfounded 
occurred in the same month. However, if the incident and the unfound occurred in different months, then the removal of the 
unfounded cases will not be reflected in the data. Any reports with missing or incorrect information would not be properly 
depicted in this report. Any listed crimes that do not appear in this report had a count of 0 for the time period indicated. New 
precinct, squad, beat and grid boundaries were implemented on August 23, 2010, and data in this report reflects the new grid 
boundaries as if they existed for the entire time period.   *Beginning January 2014, the UCR Rape category now includes the 
new FBI Rape definition. 

2020 DESERT RIDGE CRIME STATISTICS

Officer Tim Tewers
Community Action Officer
Black Mountain Precinct
Phoenix Police Department

Once again, it is time for 
a yearly reporting of the 
Uniform Crime Reports 
crime statistics for the 

Desert Ridge Community 
Association. These crime 
statistics cover the entire 

residential community 
of Desert Ridge. This is 
defined as the residential 

areas from Pinnacle 
Peak south to the 101 
Freeway, 36th Street to 
56th Street, and does 
not include the Desert 

Ridge Marketplace, High 
Street, JW Marriott 
Resort, or any of the 
commercial locations.

2-20
AVG
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Our Crime Analysis Unit compiles 
the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) 
statistics. The Phoenix Police Department 
reports our official statistics to the Federal 
government according to the Uniform 
Reporting Criteria (UCR), which are not 
equivalent to Arizona Revised Statutes 
(ARS) statistics or other types. Under 
the hierarchy rule of UCR, only the most 
severe offense of an incident is counted, 
so if there is a Homicide after a Burglary, 
only the Homicide is counted. There 
are four Part One Violent Crimes that 
are counted, such as Homicide, Rape, 
Robbery, and Aggravated Assault (counted 
individually by the victim). There are 
four Part One Property Crimes that are 
counted are Stolen Vehicles, Arson, Theft, 
and Burglary (which includes residential, 
commercial, and burglary from vehicles). 
In January 2014, the FBI changed the UCR 
Rape category definition, which changed a 
couple of years’ statistics.

Although I am not currently a part of 
the Off-Duty program it is essential to 
understand how the program effects your 
community.  The Off-Duty officer patrol 
program, and its history as when it began 
is where much of our analysis and averages 
are used from. The Off-Duty patrol program 
started in late 2011 out of Desert Ridge 
residents’ concerns over Property Crime 
and the impact it was having on the 
community. Your Community Association 
in working with the Phoenix Police 
Department then hired Phoenix Police 
officers in December of 2011 to patrol the 
Desert Ridge area as an addition to the 
regular police patrol functions provided 
by on-duty officers. These are officers 
working in a fully marked police vehicle, 
in uniform, and the same powers, rules, 
and procedures as on-duty personnel, just 
are paid by your Community Association. 
Having these officers in the Desert Ridge 
area specifically as a presence to reduce 
crime, provide an immediate response to 
calls for service, and act as a deterrent for 
not just Property Crimes but many other 
issues. It is important to note that these 
shifts worked by the Off-Duty officers are 

not 24 / 7 coverage and as of this writing, 
25, 5.5 hour shifts per month. The schedule 
as far as the day of week and times vary and 
is not publicly released prior to the shifts 
being done to remain as private as we can. 
There are primary days of the week and 
hours we do work to be in align with what 
we were hired to do.

The table below shows the UCR statistics 
from 2008 to 2020, as it is vital to show 
statistics before and after the program. 
I am fully aware that numbers can be 
averaged many ways, so I calculated 
averages for the duration of the Off-Duty 
program to compare with previous years 
of the program and the years before the 
Off-Duty program began. You can then 
see for yourself what has been occurring. 
It is also important to note that crime will 
never be eliminated and is very cyclical in 
behavior as it’s impacted by many factors 
beyond our control. 

The last column of the table shows the 
averages from 2012 to 2020, which are 
the full years the Off-Duty program has 
been in effect. The Property Crimes 
totals for 2020 were below the 8-year 
average in all categories. The Burglary 
and Theft reduction was significant and 
is something everyone should be happy 
about.  A combination of efforts by both 
the community and the Phoenix Police 
Department made this successful. The 
overall Violent Crime, Property Crime and 
Total Crime numbers also had significant 
reductions. These are outstanding numbers, 
and we need to continue with these efforts 
to maintain the safety and security of the 
community.  Crime was down in literally 
every measurable category form year 2019 
to 2020.  This may have some to do with 
the vast majority of you working from 
home but non the less keep up the good 
work.  A continued effort will ensure the 
safety for your community moving forward.    

As a reminder a large majority of thefts 
were from unsecured vehicles and open 
garages. These are very preventable 
crimes of opportunity, so please take a few 
moments and remove any valuables from 

your vehicles, roll up vehicle windows and 
lock the doors and keep your garages closed 
when not in use. By doing these simple 
things, we can reduce thefts and crimes of 
opportunity.  

The Phoenix Police Department will 
continue to partner with the residents of 
Desert Ridge to ensure a high quality of 
life and provide a safe community for all. 
If anyone wants to start a Block Watch, 
would like a free home security inspection, 
and/or has any questions regarding these 
statistics, or anything else that is occurring 
in Desert Ridge, please feel free to call me 
at my desk phone 602-495-5213, city cell 
480-506-6454 or email me at tim.tewers@
phoenix.gov. 

APPRECIATION 
TO OUR ADVERTISERS

On behalf of the Communication 
Committee, we would like to express 
our sincerest thanks and appreciation 
to all our valued advertising partners 

that help make the Desert Ridge
Lifestyles magazine such a huge 

success every year. 

We hope that we have met all your 
expectations throughout the year, 

and we look forward to having your 
continuous partnership and contributions 
in the Desert Ridge Lifestyles magazine.

  
Thank you once again for being 

a valued advertising partner. 
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MONSOON SEASON PREPAREDNESS REMINDERS

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Interesting Facts 
About Your 

Desert Ridge 
Community

MAKING EXCEPTIONS TO RULES 
T H E  R A R E  E X CE P T I O N

It’s not a decision the board takes 
lightly. There’s a very fine line between 
upholding the rules and being flexible 
as times change and individual 
issues arise throughout the ongoing 
development of Desert Ridge.

If an owner comes to the board 
and asks us to waive a rule or grant 
a variance, we must consider the 
individual circumstances, the priorities 
of and impact to the community 
owners as a whole, whether a 
precedent is being set and how we’ll 
document the waiver, etc. The board 

will carefully review how the rules and 
restrictions are written and whether 
there’s any flexibility. The association 
has to be very careful about granting 
exceptions to the CC&R’s and 
governing documents so that they 
don’t set off a domino effect.

Some things, like assessments, will 
never be up for negotiation. The board 
may approve payment plans or waive 
late charges and rebill fees depending 
on the circumstances, but owners must 
always pay their assessments and any 
hard costs incurred by the association 

to collect the assessments owed the 
Desert Ridge Community Association.

In general though, we understand 
the need to be flexible when 
circumstances warrant. We are all 
residents in this living, breathing, 
changing community, and issues 
aren’t always black and white. If you 
think the association should waive 
or relax a rule, come chat with the 
board or the community manager. 
We’ll let you know whether it’s 
something we’ll consider or not.

Did You know we have rules to preserve the appearance of the 
community, protect the value of our common area and our 
individual homes, and intended to make our neighborhoods 
more harmonious for all. What you may not know is that in 
some rare instances, the association may grant some variances 
and exceptions to the community rules and regulations.
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With monsoon season fast approaching, 
there are some things to keep in mind 
regarding maintenance to your home and 
lot. The monsoon storms typically bring 
heavy rains, strong winds, and a whole 
lot of lightning and thunder. It might be 
a little toasty out right now, but it may be 
worthwhile to inspect your property to 
make sure that there aren’t maintenance 
items needing your attention. 

THE RAIN

Let’s start with the rain, during monsoon 
season Phoenix receives roughly half of 
its yearly rainfall. The heavy rains which 
mostly take place in July and August have 
the potential to cause severe damage to your 
property. Whether it’s cracked stucco or a 
leaky roof, the rain can make its way into your 
home causing wood rot and mold growth. Now 
is a great time to look for maintenance issues 
that may result in water damage.

The heavy rains also tend to disturb some 
of the Sonoran Desert’s creepy crawlies. 
Scorpions and spiders will try to seek 
shelter in your home as theirs are disturbed. 
Check around the foundation of your home 
for cracks, check the weather stripping 
on your doors, and the seals around your 
windows. Mosquitoes will also be making an 
appearance, so be sure to look out for any 
standing water. If you need to drain a pool 
or spa be sure to locate your home’s sewer 
clean-out and drain it through there. This 
ensures that you don’t inadvertently break 
the law and is the safest way to dispose of 
large amounts of water.

MONSOON SEASON PREPAREDNESS REMINDERS

stay safe and have a wonderful summer!

Please be reminded to reach out to the DRCA to 
inquire about the design review process before you 
commence any work and/or improvements to the 
exterior of your lot, unit or parcel. Pursuant to the 
First Amendment of the Desert Ridge Community 
Association CC&R’s, all exterior alterations, 
modifications, and maintenance to a lot, unit 

or parcel (aside from routine landscaping items such as trimming, pruning, and debris 
cleanup) must be submitted to the Design Review Committee and receive approval prior 
to performing any exterior work and/or improvements. 

DESIGN REVIEW PROCESS

THE W IND

Monsoon winds are no joke. Every year we 
have large dust storms, also referred to as 
“haboobs” which comes from the Arabic 
word for sandstorm. Haboobs have winds up 
to 30 mph and can cause walls of dust over 
a mile high. There are a few steps that will 
help combat the issues that arise from the 
high winds we see every year. 

Start off by making sure that all shade 
structures, awnings, canopies, and umbrellas 

are secure and can be stowed quickly. Check 
outdoor furniture for loose cushions and 
make sure lighter furniture is secured or 
weighed down. Next, check on landscaping 
items that may become hazardous. As 
always, make sure that landscaping is 
trimmed back and not overhanging walls or 
encroaching into common area or a public 
right-of-way. There should always be at least 
8 feet between the sidewalk or street and any 
overhanging tree branches. Check and assess 
your trees and cacti. Look out for leaning, 
splitting, and loose arms or branches.

THE LIGHTNING

Let’s talk about lightning and thunder. While 
we all know to stay away from windows and 
out of the pool, our four-legged friends tend to 
have the hardest time with this aspect of the 
storms. Make sure to bring your pets inside if 
you can and check fences and gates for loose 
slats or broken latches. Thunder tends to 
disorientate pets and scared animals can end 
up miles away if they get out.
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Congratulations
TO THE NEW DESERT RIDGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION BOARD

Photos courtesy of Desert Ridge Staff

The Desert Ridge Community Association’s (Master Association) new board was elected on April 22nd 
and took office that day.  The four (4) board members elected to serve a two (2) year term of office 
are: Doug Dickson, Reginald Younger, Jr., Steve Burns and Debi La Rosa were all re-elected as 
incumbent board members.  These board members will join Barry Goldfarb, Rich Brash, and  
Rick Carpinelli on the 2021-2022 Board of Directors for the Desert Ridge Community Association. 

DRCA BOARD MEMBERS
Doug Dickson – President
Reggie Younger, Jr. – Vice President
Barry Goldfarb – Secretary
Steve Burns – Treasurer
Rick Carpinelli – Director
Debi La Rosa – Director
Richard Brash – Director

DRCA COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
Michelle Goldfarb – Lifestyles Committee
Barry Goldfarb – Design Review Committee 
Steve Burns – Finance Committee 
Reginald Younger, Jr. – Public Affairs Committee 
Steve Burns – Community Awareness Committee 
Reginald Younger, Jr. – Nominating Committee 
Rich Brash – SCP Parks Sub-Committee

Thank you for your support and involvement of the volunteer board and committee members as they 
continue in their endeavors, efforts and goals for the betterment of the Desert Ridge community. 

The newly elected board members also met on April 28th to seat the 2021-2022  
board officers and committee chairperson positions as follows:
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Debi La Rosa

Reginald Younger, Jr.
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President

Rick Carpinelli

Barry Goldfarb
Secretary

Steve Burns
Treasurer
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District 2 Councilman 
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Q: How will Virtual Block Watch assist the Phoenix 
Police Department?

A:  VBW will assist detectives by collaborating with 
the virtual community who may have captured 
digital evidence of a crime for prosecution.

Q: Do you recommended any specific security 
camera system?

A:  This will be completely up to the owner’s 
discretion. It is recommended that cameras  
are at a resolution of 1080p for a clear picture, 
but a 720p system can be registered with VBW.  
A DVR with a 30-day retention is preferred.

Q: Does the Police Department have remote  
access to my security camera system?

A:  No. Virtual Block Watch will not have any type  
of streaming capabilities or live feed from  
your CCTV system. The Police Department  
will have the address of the registered system  
along with the directions of the camera views.

Q: If my security camera system captures a criminal 
or crime, will I be required to testify in court?

A:  No. Once the Police Department copies the 
portion of video needed for prosecution, the 
Police Department will testify on the digital 
evidence collected from your security  
camera system.

HELP THE POLICE SOLVE CRIME BY REGISTERING YOUR SECURITY CAMERA SYSTEM TODAY!
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Black Mountain Precinct    |    33355 N. Cave Creek Road, Phoenix, AZ 85331    |    602-495-5002

HOW DO I SIGN UP?
www.phoenix.gov/police/virtualblockwatch or 

email your question to: virtualblockwatch@phoenix.gov

...AND REMEMBER, IF YOU
SEE SOMETHING? SAY SOMETHING!

Call 911       |       Crime Stop  602-262-6151       |       Silent Witness  480-WITNESS
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WHO YOU CHOOSE TO REPRESENT YOU AND YOUR PROPERTY MATTERS!
Work With The Most Recommended REALTOR®

Specializing In Desert Ridge

“Kevin knows Desert Ridge inside and out...”
 -Matt and Susan Allen, previous Fireside residents

“I felt personally represented throughout the process.”
 -Ben DeLay, previous Desert Ridge resident

“Not only did he get our house under contract in less than a week... 
he made sure this was the easiest process ever!”

 -Marci Gresham, previous Fireside resident

“His negotiating ability was much appreciated!”
 -Jimmy and CeCe Atkinson, previous Aviano residents

“Our house received multiple offers and was under contract in just over a week.”
 -Chris and Jessica Rush, previous Fireside residents

Top 1% Of AZ Agents
Kevin Owens sells 

Desert Ridge homes 
for $9,855.62 more (on average) 

than other agents!

Find out why your
neighbors love
working with

Kevin Owens...
contact Kevin today!

 

REALTOR®
Specializing In Desert Ridge 

Real Estate Since 2008

480.217.9184
kevin@fineAZliving.com
fineAZliving.com

Data Source: ARMLS data for 85050, 85054

3753 E. Ember Glow Way
$965,000 | Fireside

3824 E. Daley Lane
$740,000 | Aviano

21715 N. 38th Place
$783,000 | Fireside

3534 E. Robin Lane
$725,000 | Aviano

SOLD BY KEVIN! SOLD BY KEVIN! SOLD BY KEVIN! SOLD BY KEVIN!
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Dr. Brash and his wife Patricia have resided full time in Desert 
Ridge for the past seven years. He has served as a Director on 
the Desert Ridge Community Association Board of Directors 
for the past 3+ years. He serves on the Finance Committee, 
Public Affairs Committee, Communications Committee and 
chairs the Strategic Community Planning Committee Parks 
subcommittee. He has just completed serving as the chair of 
the Nominating Committee. He works closely with the other 
members of the DRCA Board of Directors to help advance the 
goals of the Desert Ridge community. When asked about the 
future of Desert Ridge, Dr. Brash replied:

“As evidenced by the recent projects of development 
both residential and commercial, especially in these 
difficult times, Desert Ridge remains a highly desirable 
location to live and work in. Economic growth, 
increased property values and an ever advancing 
sense of community are of major importance. This is 
especially true as we work to recover from the effects of 
the COVID crisis. We will emerge as a stronger more 
cohesive community we can all proudly call home.”

Dr. Brash was an orthopaedic surgeon who practiced for  
31 years. He specialized in Sports Medicine. He has served at 
international events as team physician as well as for collegiate 
teams. He has served as medical staff president as well as 
president of his local school board. He has served on several 
boards and  now acts as adviser to a not for profit foundation.

DIRECTOR
Desert Ridge Community Association
 
Richard Brash, M.D.
SCP Parks Sub-Committee (Chair)

MEET YOUR  
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Board of Director

480.575.2000   www.CCUSD93.org

Registration online at: www.ccusd93.org/Page/8080 

 2021 Enrollment Now Open

 2021 
Enrollment 

NOW OPEN

Learn with us!

CAVE CREEK UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT  
is inspiring excellence in young minds. 

Explore our five A+ elementary schools –  
each with its own signature curriculum.

BLACK MOUNTAIN  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Performing Arts:  
Music, Dance, Drama

Personalized &  Project Based 
Learning Model

DESERT SUN  
ACADEMY

STEAM: Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, Math

French Taught K-6

DESERT WILLOW 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Accredited International  
Spanish Academy

Spanish Taught Pre-K-6

HORSESHOE TRAILS  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

National Blue Ribbon School
On-Site Horsemanship & 

Equestrian Program
Mandarin Taught K-6

LONE MOUNTAIN  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Personalized Learning Model
World Language Taught K-6
STEAM: Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art, Math

CPR AND AED
Training
S AT U R DAY
JULY 10
9—11 a.m. 
CAMBRIA HOTEL & SUITES
4425 E. Irma Ln., Phoenix
Watch for eblast or visit 
desertridgelifestyles.com. RSVP required  
to desertridge.az@fsresidential.com
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Cook & Craft (Former Rocky Point Space) 
5310 E High Street     #100

Bringing to High Street an extensive menu that includes 
Modern American, vegan, vegetarian, and gluten-free  

offerings in a modern, warm setting.  
Cook & Craft offers upscale cocktails! 

Humble Bistro 
A new Italian cuisine concept with Latin and European 

influences. The High Street location, which is taking over 
where La Bocca used to be, offers signature items found 

on their Humble Pie menus (hello Neapolitan pizza!) with 
additional entrees not found anywhere else that are inspired 
by Food Network Star Chef Jorge Gomez’s travels around the 

world. Expect to find fresh pasta, charcuterie, world-class pizza, 
and an impressive assortment of wines at Humble Bistro.

humblepieusa.com

Porch 54 Urban Kitchen 
5415 E High Street     Suite 101

Porch 54 is a new casual eatery with a wide array of beers 
and wines. Throw in two laid-back porches to converse and 
consume the healthy bites on the menu and you have the 

perfect place to spend part of your evening. Porch 54 is taking 
over the former Growler USA location at High Street.

CastWorx+ A Podcast Studio 
CastWorx+ is a full-service facility for podcast  

production, editing and distribution.

O P E N  N O W
 Yogi’s Grill 

The newest location in the “teriyaki & roll” group of 
restaurants, Yogi’s brings their beloved bowls, rolls, salads and 

noodles to High Street. The casual dining restaurant specializes 
in healthy Japanese cuisine that include Teriyaki, Tempura, 
Sushi and vegetable dishes. Fan-favorite dishes include their 
Hawaiian Roll, a California Roll topped with yellow-fin tuna 
and Yakisoba, pan-fried noodles with your custom choice of 

meat, vegetables, and rice.
yogisgrill.com

Nori Sushi
5310 E High Street     #101

Nori moved from their Desert Ridge Marketplace location 
to High Street, to a new larger, upgraded location. Nori 

offers a plush environment to enjoy an impressively broad 
menu including sushi, offerings from their Asian kitchen and 
delectable drinks from the bar. Nori serves up a daily happy 
hour on both food and drinks and offers lunch specials that 
include their healthy, colorful, and delicious Bento Boxes.

noriaz.com/phoenix

COMING SOON & NOW OPEN
Photo: highstreetaz.com

30

|   Desert Ridge Lifestyles   |   Spring 2015

ASSOCIATION & COMMUNITY NEWS

desertridgelifestyles.com|   Desert Ridge Lifestyles    |   Summer 2021



BUY A BRICK
AND GIVE A GIFT THAT
WILL  LAST FOREVER

Purchase a custom 
engraved brick(s)  
and commemorate 
your loved ones,  
a beloved pet, to  
mark a special 
occasion or event, 
honor a friend, or 
promote your  
business. 

4" x 8" = $150.00           8" x 8" = $250.00

HOW TO BUY A BRICK 
Call 480-551-4559 for more information.

Membership is mandatory. 
Buying a home in a community association 
automatically makes you an association 
member—by law.

Governing documents are binding.
Association governing documents can be 
compared to contracts. They specify the 
owners’ obligations (following the rules, 
paying assessments) and the association’s 
obligations (maintaining common areas, 
preserving home values).

You could lose your home if you  
fail to pay assessments. 
Associations have a legal right to place a lien 
on your property if you don’t pay assessments.

In addition, community associations have an 
obligation to provide three broad categories 
of service to residents. 

n Community services. For example, 
these can include maintaining 
a community website, orienting 
new owners or organizing social 
activities.

n Governance services. For example, 
establishing and maintaining design 
review standards, enforcing CC&R’s, 
governing documents, rules and 
recruiting community volunteers.

ALL COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATIONS 
HAVE THREE THINGS 
IN COMMON

n Business services. For example, 
competitively bidding maintenance 
work, investing reserve funds 
responsibly, developing long-range 
plans and collecting assessments.  

By delivering these services fairly and 
effectively, community associations not 
only protect and enhance the value 
of individual homes, but they provide 
owners an opportunity to participate in 
decisions affecting their community and 
quality of life. And those are realities we 
can all live with.
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By Matt Keel, PGA

      When I ask any of my 
students their goal in taking 
a lesson, I usually get one of 
three answers…more distance, 
more consistency or lower 
scores.  Although all three 
goals work hand in hand to 
complement each other, today 
I will be focusing on creating 
more consistency.  A consistent 
golf game begins with a 
consistent setup.  

STEP ONE
The first step to a consistent 
setup is to set your club.  Most 
people begin their setup by 
gripping the club first.  If you 
grip the club first, your entire 
setup revolves around how 
you are holding the club.  You 
will be much more consistent 
and accurate by setting your 
clubface first.  By lining up 
your clubface first to your 
target, your entire setup will 
be based on your target instead 

of your grip.  Simply hold the 
club in your right hand for a 
righthanded golfer and open 
your body up toward your target 
(see figure 1).  Opening your 
body towards your target allows 
you to see your target better 
and aim your clubface more 
accurately.

STEP TWO
You should set your feet 
according to the alignment of 
your clubface.  The errors I see 
is when students try to align 
their body based on where their 

target is located.  After your 
clubface is aligned toward your 
target simply align your body to 
your clubface.  If you align your 
body to your clubface at this 
point, you will be aligned to 
your target.  When setting your 
feet consider your ball position, 
width of your stance and the 
distance your body is from the 
ball (see figure 2).

STEP THREE
The final step to making a 
consistent setup is to take your 
grip.  Simply allow your arms 

to hang down and grip the club 
(see figure 3).  By gripping the 
club last, you will be gripping 
the club in the correct location 
on the club.  By gripping the 
club in the correct location, 
you will adjust for subtle 
undulations on the golf course 
instead of gripping too high or 
too low on the club.

Consistency in your golf game 
will help lower your scores and 
provide more enjoyment of the 
game.  The first step in creating 
more consistency is to create 
a consistent setup.  By setting 
the club first, next your feet 
and take your grip last, you will 
be putting yourself in the best 
position to make a great swing.

CONSISTENCY 
STARTS AT THE BEGINNING

Matt Keel is 
the Director of 
Instruction at 
Wildfire Golf 
Club located 
at the JW 
Marriott at 
Desert Ridge.  

For any questions or information 
about golf lessons, email Matt at 
Mattkeel@pga.com.Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3

Photo credit: JW Marriott Phoenix Desert Ridge Resort & Spa
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Join us for Happy Hour to view our nightly
specials from 5pm-7pm,

 

deserve to be 

Cambria Hotel Desert Ridge - 4425 E Irma Ln - 480.585.6644
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Events at Events at Desert Ridge MarketplaceDesert Ridge Marketplace
www.shopdesertridge.com

Bubble Bash 
Summer Series
June 9, 16, 23 & 30
Wednesdays | 6PM-7:30PM

The Splash Pad
Now
Your favorite signature event is back this 
summer! Soak up the sun & suds with 
interactive bubble stations, foam zone fun & 
live entertainment by Funergy.  

Father’s Day Beer 
Tasting Tour
June 1 – June 22
Celebrate Father’s Day in Dad’s favorite 
way – a beer tasting tour! Receive exclusive 
discounts at favorite stops like CB Live, 
ComicX and Thirsty Lion. Complete 3 of 
the beer tasting stops and receive a $10 gift 
card. Plus, be entered to win a grand prize. 
Visit shopdesertridge.com for the details. 

Umbrella Pop — 
Sunset
Now – July 31
Make an escape from the scorching sun 
and stroll beneath a canopy of umbrellas 
hung high near H&M and The Splash 
Pad! This pop of shade fades from a bright 
blue sky to a summer sunset sight. Plus, 
select umbrellas stationed for the perfect 
shady shot.

Artscapes 
Explore
On view for a limited time
Artscapes is back! Embark on a journey 
through The District and explore vibrant 
window displays created by local artists. 
Featured windows showcase ocean 
exploration, desert critters, road trips 
and Getting out of the Garden – a post 
pandemic series. 

Peek what ’s new + coming soon

NOW OPEN COMING SOONNOW OPEN
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Events at Events at Desert Ridge MarketplaceDesert Ridge Marketplace

The 2020 - 2021 
school year we had at Wildfire Elementary 
School was one for the record books! While 
it was a school year like no other before 
it, I am so very proud of how our students, 
staff, families, and community made the 
most of the opportunities presented to 
us. From our youngest pre-k kiddos to our 
oldest 6th-graders, all our students did 
beyond an amazing job navigating the 
virtual classroom and in-person learning 
environments. They all did a fantastic 
job quickly learning the needed skills and 
know-how to be successful and maximize 
their learning. We are looking forward to 
utilizing our new knowledge and skills to 
reinvent how we teach and learn so our 
students are ready to conquer all obstacles 
and challenges. As we look ahead to the 
2021 - 2022 school year, we have a lot 
to be excited about and look forward to. 
In addition to targeting specific skills 
and learning goals, as well as continuing 
to provide our students with amazing 

opportunities in and outside of our school 
building, we are excited to build upon our 
STEAM initiative and create a model 
STEAM program and focus at WFES. We 
are accepting open enrollment applications 
for kindergarten students for the upcoming 
school year. If you or someone you know 
has a future kindergarten student and 
is interested in attending WFES, take 
a look at our dedicated kindergarten 
website (https://bit.ly/3f1vjqB) to learn 
more about our program and enroll. 
Also, be sure to check out our Facebook 
(search @WFESFirebirds) and Twitter 

(@WFESFirebirds) to see the awesome 
things we are doing and visit our website at 
pvschools.net/wfes to learn more about our 
amazing school. Go Firebirds!

Ryan Schoonover
Principal 
of Wildfire 
Elementary 
School 
602-449-4300
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Desert Trails 6th Grade Public Art Garden Sculptures
“The point with public art, I think, 
is that it helps people form a 
sense that the place they live in 
is unique, that there is something 
special about it.”

Andy Stewart

The Desert Trails Art Garden Project 
began in 2015 as an inspiration to 
teach the sixth graders about “public 
art”, which is a large work of art 
displayed in a public space.  With 
this in mind, Maureen Peterson, the 
school’s exceptional art instructor, had 
a vision to display life size sculptures 
designed by students that would bring 
an element of interest and whimsy to 
the exterior of our school, while at 
the same time, showcase the artistic 
and collaborative environment that is 
nurtured at Desert Trails. 

Students were given a common 
theme, and instructed to design 
a 12” paper model, based on their 
interpretation of that theme. 
Models needed to follow certain 
criteria.  Among these were that 
each 3-dimensional model must be 
free-standing and balanced.  It must 
interest the beholder from all angels 
while considering art elements and 
principles of design.  Each student 
wrote an artist statement, in which 
they conveyed the thought process 
that went into designing the model 
and deciding on a title.  

The sixth grade voted for their favorite 
design and the winning model was 
then handed off to the welding teacher 
at Paradise Valley High School, Mr. 
Tyson Kartler.  Mr. Kartler’s students 
enlarged the pieces of the sculpture to 
scale and cut them out of sheet metal.  

2015-2016
Isabella Swanson
Title: Arizona Sky
Theme: Arizona

“The shapes at the bottom represent the 
mountains and mesas in Arizona.  The 
round discs represent the bright Arizona 
sun, and the wavy stripes represent 
the shapes and colors in our beautiful 
Arizona skies.”

2016-2017
Ella Woodruff
Title: Desert Beauties
Theme: Arizona Animals

“For my sculpture, I thought about the 
theme of Arizona Animals.  I chose to 
make the shapes of two large animals 
that are commonly seen in Arizona and 
a coyote.  Then I decided to add some 
color and add a little hummingbird to 
my sculpture.  I placed all of the animals 
near a large saguaro cactus to show that 
these are desert animals in Arizona, and 
I added flowers on the cactus for color 
and texture.”

The pieces were then welded together, 
painted, and sprayed with a clear 
coat finish.  The finished sculptures 
ranged in size from four feet tall to 
approximately eight feet tall and were 
unveiled at a dedication ceremony at 
the end of the school year.

The entire project would not have 
been possible without the support 
of many people.  First, thank you to 
our PTO who provided the funds 
to make the project possible each 
year.  Mr. Kartler, along with his 

enthusiastic and talented students at 
Paradise Valley High School, were 
essential as they brought the artist’s 
visions to life.  Our grounds crew, 
who installed the sculptures, were 
also integral to the success of the 
Art Garden Project. And finally, 
the creative and talented students at 
Desert Trails, along with the foresight 
and dedication of Maureen Peterson, 
have provided our community with 
a lasting and beautiful legacy of 
delightful “public art”.
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2017-2018
Hailey Carter   
Title: United Hope
Theme: Patriotism

“Patriotism is what holds our country 
together. The eagle in this sculpture 
represents the leaders of the U.S, while the 
red and blue people represent the citizens 
of the country. The white streamers are 
the safety, freedom, and trust that hold our 
people together. Without them, the U.S. 
wouldn’t be the country it is today.” 2018-2019

Brandon Lenhard
Title: Our School
Theme: Desert Trails Elementary

“In my sculpture, the numbers and letters 
represent mathematics and reading/
language arts. I chose a heart shape to 
show kindness and acceptance. The 
red and blue person at the top of the 
sculpture represents diversity and the 
different people at this school. The spiral 
shape represents how everyone at this 
school strives to learn, grow, and be the 
best that they can be.”

2019-2020
Gia Cabello  
Title: Be Kind
Theme: Spread Peace  
and Kindness

“At Desert Trails, we try to spread 
kindness by following the Bee Kind 
program.  My sculpture is a reminder 
for all people to be kind to others.  I 
used bright colors to call attention to 
the message, and I showed creativity 
by using the shapes of art supplies to 
make the letters in the word “kind.”  
For example, I used pencil shapes 
to make the “K”, a tube of paint 
to make the “i”, rulers to make the 
“N”, and crayons to make the “D.”  
Instead of spelling the word “Bee” 
I made the shape of a bee, because 
I thought it was creative. I added 
the heart shapes stacking upward 
to show that when we are kind, 
kindness spreads.”

in progress…..

2020-2021
No sculpture - COVID

PVHS Welding Teacher: 
Tyson Kartler

Photos: 
Jocelyn Miller
Yellow Room  
Photography
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MEETINGS & EVENTS
DRCA OFFICE

5415 E. High Street, Suite A-133 
Phoenix, AZ  85054 

Parking Garage on 54th Street

CASHMAN PARK
22222 N. 44th Street 
Phoenix, AZ  85050

5:30 a.m.–11 p.m.  n  Daily  n  602.262.6696

PINNACLE PARK (DOG PARK)
20900 N. Black Mountain Blvd. 

Phoenix, AZ 85050 
5:30 a.m.–11 p.m.  n  Daily  n  602.262.6696

E V E N T SM E E T I N G S

ASSOCIATION
Desert Ridge Community 
Association ........................................480.551.4553
REGULAR HOURS 
Monday–Friday ................................ 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
EMAIL 
desertridge.az@fsresidential.com
24/7 Customer Care Center ..........480.551.4300

DRCA COMMITTEES
Communications Committee
communications@desertridgelifestyles.com
Lifestyles Committee 
lifestyles@desertridgelifestyles.com
Community Awareness Committee 
communityawareness@desertridgelifestyles.com
Design Review Committee
designreview@desertridgelifestyles.com
Finance Committee
finance@desertridgelifestyles.com
Nominating Committee
nominating@desertridgelifestyles.com
Public Affairs Committee
publicaffairs@desertridgelifestyles.com
SCP Parks Sub–Committee
scpparks@desertridgelifestyles.com

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
Vestar Branch .................................. 480.585.0170

PUBLIC SERVICES
Phoenix Water Department
M–F, 7:30 a.m.–5 p.m. .......................602.262.6251
Weekends, holidays, after 5 p.m. ..... 602.261.8000
Phoenix Police Department
Non–Emergency Crime Stop ...........602.262.6151
Vacation Watch ................................602.495.5002
Desert Ridge Silent Witness .......480.WITNESS
Phoenix Public Works
Trash/Recycling/Bulk Pick-up ..........602.262.7251
Arizona Game and Fish ............. 602.942.3000
Parks Forestry Department
Downed Trees in Right of Way ....... 602.262.9440
City of Phoenix Parks & Recreation,
Northeast Division ......................... 602.262.6696
Malfunctioning Traffic Signals ......602.262.6021
Streets/Street Sweeping ..................602.262.6441
Southwest Gas
Customer Service ..............................602.861.1999
APS, 24 hour line  .............................602.371.7171
(Includes Street Light Outtage)
US Post Office  .........................800.ASK.USPS
Boulder Hills      800.275.8777
2550 E. Rose Garden Ln., Phoenix, 85050

Cox Communications .....................623.594.1000
Centurylink ...................................... 800.244.1111
Green Pools ......................................602.506.6616
Maricopa County
Graffiti Busters ................................ 602.495.7014
Southwest Wildlife 
Conservation Center ....................... 480.471.9109
Dispatch–City 
24/7 Street Maintenance  
Concerns ......................................602.262.6441

SCHOOLS
Fireside Elementary .........................602.449.4700
Principal, Dr. Danielle Else
delse@pvschools.net
Wildfire Elementary ........................602.449.4300
Principal, Ryan Schoonover
rschoonover@pvschools.net 
Desert Trails Elementary ...............602.449.4100
Principal, Sarah Torrilhon
storrilhon@pvschools.net 
Explorer Middle School ..................602.449.4200
Principal, Kyle Shappee
kshappee@pvschools.net
Pinnacle High School..................... 602.449.4000
Principal, Chad J. Smith, Ed.D
chsmith@pvschools.net

*MEETINGS AND EVENTS DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.  ASSOCIATION MEMBERS AND/OR MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ONLY.

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
The above meetings dates/times are subject to change.  Please check desertridgelifestyles.com calendar to confirm scheduled dates/times for the meeting listed above. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Via Zoom Teleconference

TUESDAY, JUNE 22
TUESDAY, JULY 27  

(DRCA 2022 Budget Planning Session)
TUESDAY, AUGUST 24

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
9 a.m. 

DRCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23

NO JULY DRCA BOD MEETING
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
6 p.m. @ Cambria Hotel & Suites

STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 
(SCP) PARKS SUB-COMMITTEE

Via Zoom Teleconference
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11

4 p.m. 

COMMUNICATIONS  
COMMITTEE

Via Zoom Teleconference
THURSDAY, JULY 8

THURSDAY, AUGUST 12
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

6:30 p.m. 

LIFESTYLES COMMITTEE
 Via Zoom Teleconference 

THURSDAY, JULY 17
THURSDAY, AUGUST 19 

THURSDAY, SEPT 16
4 p.m. 

COMMUNITY AWARENESS 
COMMITTEE

Via Zoom Teleconference
TUESDAY, JULY 20

6:30 p.m.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Via Zoom Teleconference

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21
4 p.m.

DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE
Via Zoom Teleconference

TUESDAY, JUNE 29
TUESDAY, JULY 20

TUESDAY, AUGUST 10
TUESDAY, AUGUST 31

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
4 p.m.

DRCA OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 
& HOLIDAY CLOSURES 

FRIDAYS SUMMER HOURS
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. (Fridays only) 

From June 25 through August 27

HOLIDAY CLOSURES
MONDAY, JULY 5

Independence Day 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

Labor Day

CAMBRIA HOTEL & SUITES
4425 E. Irma Ln., Phoenix, AZ 85050

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS & SUITES
4575 E. Irma Ln., Phoenix, AZ 85050

AMERICAN RED CROSS 
CHILD AND BABYSITTING 

SAFETY COURSE
Cambria Hotel and Suites

SATURDAY, JUNE 26
9 a.m.— 1 p.m. 

CPR AND AED TRAINING
Cambria Hotel & Suites

SATURDAY, JULY 10
9—11 a.m. 

COFFEE CLUB
Cambria Hotel and Suites

TUESDAY, AUGUST 10
9 a.m. 
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contact us todaycontact us today
info@Henbest.com
480.266.8785

Henbest.com

DESERT RIDGE RESIDENTS! EXPERIENCE! KNOWLEDGE! RESULTS! 

17550 N. Perimeter Drive | Suite 160
Scottsdale, AZ  85255

The Henbest Team

The Henbest Team

Holly Henbest

@HollyHenbest

hollyhenbest

Partner with the BEST! The HenBEST Team!

THE SUMMER IS SHINING            AND SO ARE WE!

COMING SOON! TWO BEDROOM CONDO IN

TOSCANA!
Enjoy Resort Living Year-Round!

Resort Pools | Workout Facilities | Events
Entertainment Spaces | Game Rooms

J U S T  S O L D  I N 
CIELO

IN DESERT RIDGE! 
HUGE

RECORD-BREAKING 
SALE!

Sold for $98,000 more than 
the most recent sale in  
the neighborhood of  

a similar home!

THINKING ABOUT 
BUYING OR SELLING? 

Partner with the Best! 
The Henbest Team!

Give us a call!

5415 East High Street
Ste. #133
Phoenix, Arizona 85054

ECRWSS
Postal Customer

Presort Std
U.S. Postage
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Phoenix, AZ


