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From the President

Doug Dickson

NO INCREASE IN  
ASSESSMENTS 2021
We are pleased to report that due 
to the diligent and responsible 
fiscal management of the DRCA 
Finance Committee and Board 
of Directors, there will be no 
need to increase the master 
association assessment in 2021.  
Assessments for 2021 will remain 
at their current levels.
It is worth noting that the DRCA 
operating and reserve expenses 
have continued to rise with each 
passing year, including in 2021, and 
that the income of the association 
has been flat since 2018.  It will 
be some time before income rises 
significantly, as new State Trust 
Land parcels have not progressed 
to public auction for development.    

BUDGET SAVINGS of $681,282
The recently approved DRCA 
Reserve Study estimated 2021 
expenditures totaling $1,340,300.
However, during the budget planning 
process, the board proactively 
requested, obtained, and locked in 
pricing via competitive bids, resulting 
in a 2021 savings of $681,282.  That’s 
not only a large sum of money, but 
also represents about 25% of our 
annual association income!
The fully funded reserve fund 
balance will now be at 94%, after 
all the scheduled 2021 reserve 
expenditures have been completed. 
This compares much more favorably 
than the projected 73.3% had the 
2021 reserve expenditures totaled to 
the original $1,340,300.00.

DRCA 2021 PLANNED  
RESERVE EXPENDITURES 
There are major investments needed 
in our community, all covered by the 
new 2021 budget.  The primary focus 
will be to replace and install granite 
in many areas of our community.  
Even with the savings negotiated, 
this will cost about $616,000.  We 
will also be installing new irrigation 
controllers at a cost of approximately 
$52,000.  A more detailed analysis 
of the other items is available in our 
DRCA budget for 2021.

LOOKING BACK AT 2020 – 
SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENTS
  1. Negotiated commitments to 

crack fill and overlay the arterial, 
collector and neighborhood streets 
throughout all of Desert Ridge 
by the City of Phoenix Streets 
Department.

  2. Launched the improved 8-week 
landscape maintenance rotations 
strategic plan for the common 
areas maintained by the DRCA 
Master Association.   

  3. Replaced thirty-nine (39) historic 
plaques with newly minted plaques 
throughout the common area 
washes and walkways maintained 
by the DRCA.

  4. Replace the fabric and replenished 
the pea gravel in 474 valve boxes 
that are within the common areas 
maintained by the DRCA.

  5. Purchased and installed locks on 
the controller cages maintained 
by the DRCA to prevent theft 
and vandalism to the common 
area irrigation controllers 
backflow devices.

  6. Replaced and installed new 
trail signs and posts in both the 
Coconino and Yavapai washes.

  7. Identified and performed sidewalks 
repair/replacement to address 
potential trip hazards throughout 
the maintained DRCA common 
areas.

  8. Approved and installed braces for 
several highly visible and mature 
Saguaros along major arterial and 
collection streets.

  9. Approved Fall 2020 common 
area plant replacements totaling 
about 1,375 5-gallon plants this 
November.  This is in addition 
to the 575 5-gallon plant 
replacements installed in January 
of this year.

10. Approved annual tree trimming 
of 2,913 trees throughout the 
DRCA common areas during 1st 
quarter this year.

11. Fabricated and install street name 
signs at the tunnel walkway 
entrances to the wash bridges 
located at Pathfinder Drive, 
Cashman Drive and Trailblazer 
Road.

12. Sponsored, purchased and donated 
to the City of Phoenix  
to install modular equipment  
for the new Pinnacle Park Skate 
Park features. 

As you can see, even with 
COVID–19, the DRCA has been 
hard at work maintaining and 
improving our community.  We will 
continue to raise the bar and make 
Desert Ridge a better place to live, 
work and recreate every year.

On behalf of the DRCA, we’re 
thankful for your support and 
I’ll look forward to seeing you 
around the community.

Doug Dickson
DRCA Board President, CMCA
Desert Ridge Community Association 

Last year, 

the Desert Ridge 

Community 

Association increased 

assessments for the 

first-time in 16 years. 

The increase was 

small, costing only 

$6 more per month; 

however, it was 

necessary to insure 

our association was 

financially secure.  

The budget worked, 

and even after the 

effects of COVID–19 

our community 

continues to be 

well-funded and 

financially stable.

Your Dollars at Work
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From the Lifestyle Committee

As this year is 
rapidly coming 
to an end, we 
focus this time of 
year on the many 
celebrations, 
gatherings with 
friends and 

family (at a distance I must add),  
and indulge on all the delicious 
meals and treats prepared. 

Let’s be honest; this is a time to 
cheat a little and ask for forgiveness 
in the New Year. As the weather 
starts to cool down in the valley, we 
encourage our readers to take time 
this season to enjoy many of the 
events and activities that will take 
place in the Desert Ridge community, 
known as the best place to live, work, 
visit, and play in North Phoenix.

Farmers Market on  
High Street Returns
If you are looking for some events and 
activities coming this fall and holiday 
season, we are happy to announce 
the return of the Farmers Market on 
High Street every Sunday, starting 
on October 25th from 10:00 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. We are looking forward to 
seeing many familiar and fresh faces at 
the market as you look for a variety of 
items and healthy foods, organic and 
non-organic, from local farmers and 
vendors you will enjoy. Come by and 
visit us at the Desert Ridge Lifestyles 
booth to say hello and pick up a 
farmer’s market bag.

Veterans Day 
Appreciation Breakfast
During the fall season, we always say 
thank you to all veterans of every 
branch by hosting our Veterans Day 
Appreciation Breakfast on Veterans 

Upcoming Events

Sharon Hooks

Day, Wednesday, November 
11th. More information about 
this event will be found on our 
website desertridgelifestyles.
com and Facebook page.

Holiday Lighting and  
Decorating Contest
We have all seen holiday 
decorations and lights 
displayed in the stores 
a bit early this summer, 
encouraging consumers to 
get a jump start on preparing 
for the holiday spirit early 
and by getting lights and 
decorations early to be the 
best house on the block. I 
am happy to say that we had 
a wonderful participation 
last year from the residents 
that decorated their homes 
ever so beautifully. We 
encourage all Desert Ridge 
residents to participate in 
the Thirteenth Annual 
Lighting and Decoration 
Contest starting on Friday, 
November 27th (the day after 
Thanksgiving). This popular 
event has been in the Desert 
Ridge community for many 
years. This is an opportunity 
for residents to display their 
creativity and artistry during 
this season and bring joy to 
the community.

Looking Ahead in 2021
The Lifestyles Committee will 
continue to focus on bringing 
back the normalcy and energy 
that Desert Ridge is renowned 
in 2021. As we plan for future 
events, we are excited to launch 
a Virtual Coffee Club meeting 
every other month. We are 

happy to announce that there 
will be a  new monthly Yappy 
Hour social event at Pinnacle 
Dog Park for all our residents 
with furry family members 
and non-furry family members 
to meet neighbors, make new 
friends, and have a ton of fun. 
We are happy to announce 
the Spring 2021 Annual Mega 
Community-Wide Yard Sale, a 
family fitness event at Cashman 
Park, and our signature Easter 
Egg Scramble at Reach 11 
Sports Complex which are 
just a few of the events we 
encourage everyone to come 
out and enjoy next spring.

All events and activities are 
subject to change according to 
the CDC and state guidelines 
and/or inclement weather.

More information about the 
events and activities, visit our 
website desertridgelifestyles.com 
or Facebook page. 

Sharon Hooks 
Community Relations Specialist 
Desert Ridge Community 
Association

5

FROM THE CHAIR

Fall/Holiday 2020   |   Desert Ridge Lifestyles   |desertridgelifestyles.com



From the Communications Chair

Politics.  Not touching 
it. COVID–19 not 
going there. Masking, 
social distancing, in 
person schooling vs. 
homeschooling, a 
vaccine, HOA rules and 
regulations, elections? No, 

no, no, no, no, and no way.  As I sit at my desk 
on this day, September 16th thinking about 
what to write about for the Lifestyles Magazine, 
that won’t get me in trouble. 2021 comes to 
mind. Yes, writing about the future. That may 
keep me out of trouble.
Now please don’t get me wrong. I do not shy 
away from tough issues. But having someone 
write about any emotional issue attached to 
what we are experiencing in 2020 is about 
the last thing we need.  Plus, everything has 
been covered like a zillion times on social 
media, the platform for sharing facts, logic, and 
understanding. – That didn’t take me long to go 
there.  But let’s look towards the future.  As Doc 
Brown once stated, “It hasn’t been written yet.”
As 2020 comes to a close, the normal question 
is, what will 2021 bring? Well, I am not a 
fortune teller, but I have lived through some 
volatile times. I’ve seen the world experience 
many ups and downs, but with each down 
period, I have seen the world’s amazing 
resilience to come back. A little stronger, a 
little smarter.  I have seen those who stood on 
soapboxes and screamed at the top of their lungs 
what others stand on top of their soapboxes and 
screamed back in defiance you’re wrong, I’m 
right. I have seen that in a fleeting period  
of time, both sides move on to the next issue  
as life and times are not static; they are fluid.

The changes in life
Change happens on a daily basis. Some is easily 
evident, some is not. Like the stop sign that 
suddenly goes in at an intersection, you have 
driven through 1,000 times, and you didn’t 
realize it was there until the police stop you for 
running the stop sign. Ok, off topic, sorry, my 
mind wonders sometimes. Changes are constant 
in life. And changes are coming right here to 

Rob Reichstein

our very own Desert Ridge. So much so that 
in my mind, the future is so bright, we are all 
going to have to wear shades.
My wife and I first came out to Desert Ridge 
circa 2005. We were told this would be the 
home to the largest high-end shopping center 
in the southwest. Shopping- that piqued the 
interest of several of my family members.  
Besides that, a new highway was being built 
to carry area residents all over the valley. The 
plans included several parks, schools, dining, 
entertainment, and a museum dedicated 
to musical instruments.  We looked at the 
monuments that read Desert Ridge. The font 
was strikingly similar to that of Disney World. 
We all know Disney World is the happiest 
place on earth, so Desert Ridge must be a 
close second. Therefore, who wouldn’t want to 
be a part of this? We signed up!
As you know, the economic and ensuing real 
estate downturn of 2008 devastated those plans.
Some developers walked away from projects 
by reverting land they had purchased for 
development back to the Arizona State 
Land Department (ASLD), and the anchor 
high-end shopping mall originally envisioned 
and planned for CityNorth was never built. 
In fact, the master developer of Desert Ridge 
filed bankruptcy.

New construction has begun
It took about 10 years for developers to 
start looking at Desert Ridge again. Those 
developers/builders that stayed the course 
and endured the housing market downturn 
resumed and completed their developments. 
Toll Brothers returned and completed the 
remaining condo buildings for the Villages 
at Aviano neighborhood. Taylor Morrison 
was awarded the highest bid from the ASLD 
public land auction and commenced and 
completed their new gated development of 
Sanctuary at Desert Ridge. The Statesman 
Group of Companies ramped up building 
activities for Toscana at Desert Ridge breaking 
ground on the Luxe (luxury condos), The 
Manor Village (Senior Living Community) 
and Montreux (luxury apartments) signature 

brand developments.  Restaurants, offices 
and entertainment returned to High Street. 
Finally, Crown Development, a well-heeled 
visionary developer, purchased the land west 
of 56th Street and north of the 101 in order 
to commence the development of CityNorth, 
the “Crown Jewel” of Desert Ridge, along 
with the rights as the new Desert Ridge 
Master Developer.  If you have not driven by 
there recently, do take the trip. It’s exciting to 
see it coming together like that light at the 
end of the tunnel.

With the leadership and reputation for success 
that Crown Development enjoys, it did not 
take long for other developers to once again 
look at the undeveloped parcels in Desert 
Ridge. A partnership between D. R. Horton 
and Shea Homes to build their new 903 
single-family homes gated neighborhood 
northeast of Deer Valley Drive and southeast 
of Pinnacle Peak Road, named Talinn at 
Desert Ridge. D. R. Horton is also building 
out 56th Street to connect to Pinnacle Peak 
Road. A welcome release valve to the traffic 
on Tatum. This is just the latest. There 
are additional developers engaging Crown 
Development about other Desert Ridge 
projects. These will not happen overnight, but 
it certainly gives us something to talk about in 
optimistic terms.

Yes 2020, will most likely go down in the 
books as one of the most challenging years 
in our history.  Hopefully, like other post 
traumatic years, we will get through this and 
on to brighter days. Let’s hope 2020 will be a 
fading image in our rear mirror as we cruise 
into 2021 and beyond. And remember to wear 
your shades!

PS: Also, when you do go dine out, please 
tip your wait staff generously. It’s been a very 
tough year in the hospitality industry. They 
rely on our generosity to survive.

Rob Reichstein 
Communications Chair 
Desert Ridge Community Association

Future Dreaming
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From the Communications Chair

Terms and Conditions: Rates start from $179 per night and are per room, per night and based on availability at the time of reservations. Package is valid seven days a week from August 1 
through December 31, 2020and may be subject to change. Additional Daily Resort Fee applies to both rooms (if two rooms are booked). A second room is available at 50 percent off when 
booking this package, please book two rooms at the time of reservation and the 50 percent discount on the second room will be applied at check-in. $100 USD Resort Credit per night is 
good for the first room booked only and can be used on resort food and beverage, spa, golf, tennis, golf and tennis gift shops. Credit may not be used for Room, Tax, Griffin Club, Roy’s, 
Delstar Gift Shop, FedEx Kinkos or on gift cards. Credit will be applied to final bill at checkout, is non-refundable and has no actual cash value. 50% savings on Cabanas, Pool Suites and 
VIP Griffin Bay seating is available for reservations booked Monday - Thursday only. Free Unlimited Golf for up to four guests staying in the same room applies to the first room booked 
only, begins at 3:00 pm the day of arrival and after 11:00 am daily thereafter. Advanced Tee Times are available up to 120 days in advance by calling 480-473-0205. $10 USD donation 
per stay goes to local schools to support the cost of meals and remote learning supplies for students. Limited number of rooms are available for this promotion. Tax is additional. Offer 
does not apply to groups of 10 or more rooms. Offer cannot be combined with any other promotions. Blackout dates may apply. Advance reservations required. Other restrictions apply. 
©2020 Marriott International, Inc. All rights reserved.

Learn, Work & Play – From $179 Per Night*

Change up your routine with our new family staycation package.
Enjoy recess at the pool. Take your office to the green. Explore our resort playground including: 

Five Pools  •  Lazy River  •  Water Slide  •  Griffin Bay  •  Cabana Cottages  •  Luxury Poolside Suites 
Revive Spa  •  Wildfire Golf Club  •  12 Pickleball Courts  •  Five Tennis Courts  •  Four Restaurants

The Learn, Work & Play Package includes overnight resort accommodations, a $100 daily resort credit, 
50% off a second connecting or nearby room reservation, unlimited golf for up to 4 guests, 

a $10 donation per stay to local schools, and poolside “screen doctor” for laptop and WiFi assistance.

As a bonus, when you book a weekday staycation, you’ll enjoy 50% savings on all 
Cabanas, Luxury Poolside Suites and VIP seating at Griffin Bay.

For more information or to book your stay, call 1-800-228-9290 and use promo code ZJL when booking.

JW Marriott® Phoenix Desert Ridge Resort & Spa 

jwdesertridge.com



NORTHERN 
ARIZONA TRAILS
Cooler temperatures and 
lush green scenery beckons 
hikers to northern Arizona 
trails and your state parks 
are a great place to get in 
on the high country hiking 
action. Within this region, 
three parks contain premier 
hiking trails for both beginner 
and advanced hikers that 
traverse some of Arizona’s 
most beautiful locations. 
Experience the awe inspiring 
views of Sedona, immerse 
yourself in the mystique of the 
Verde River Valley, or explore 
Arizona’s Rim Country, all 
from gorgeous trails in your 
Arizona State Parks!  

RED ROCK STATE PARK
Red Rock State Park may just 
offer Sedona’s best hiking trail 
experience! Numerous trails 
traverse the conservation park 
through high desert and riparian 
area type landscapes. Animal 
sightings here are common, the 
diversity of the bird species is 
admirable, and the general “vibe” 
is inspired by the world-renowned 
red rock escarpments of Sedona. 
Trails are available for people of 
all abilities within this absolutely 
gorgeous must-see destination.

Nature is one of the few places where you can 
let go of technology and be completely in the 

moment. Where you can break free from formalities 
and deadlines and enjoy what’s around you.  
And unless you’re snapping a quick picture  

at a viewpoint or taking a  photo after summiting, 
odds are you really aren’t thinking about  

your phone while hiking.

In short, unplugging from technology and 
engaging with mother nature can be a powerful 

(and even necessary) activity for  your brain.  
Plus, it also just makes you really happy.

www.fridayhealthplans.com/hiking-is-so-good-for-you/

EXPLORE THE GREAT OUTDOORS

EAGLE’S NEST 
1.53 miles — hikers only.  
No dogs, horses, or 
mountain bikes.
After exploring the visitor center, 
there are plenty of trail options. 
The Eagle’s Nest option leads 
hikers through the high red 
flats, through the riparian area 
of Oak Creek, and up a hill that 
shows a commanding view of the 
greater Sedona area. Seriously, 
the view from the top is one that 
should be experienced to truly 
appreciate. Although there is 
a slight incline for a section of 
the hike, this trail is still rated 
easy/moderate. The trail itself 
is well kept and wide, and there 
are birds, animals, and diverse 
vegetation along the way.  

APACHE FIRE
0.78 miles — hikers only.  
No dogs, horses, or 
mountain bikes.
Mix some history into your 
hike…This scenic trail leads to 
the (currently closed) 1946 adobe 
style home of Jack and Helen 
Frye which was once a main 
focal point of the Sedona area. 
The home famously blends with 

the red rock backdrop and sits 
on top of a hill that gives hikers 
amazingly beautiful views of the 
surrounding red rock and Sedona 
area. Crossing Oak Creek via 
Kingfisher Bridge leads visitors 
through an extremely scenic 
section of riparian zone and 
supplies an opportunity to see the 
resident river otters playing in the 
creek. Don’t forget your camera 
(phone) for this hike, there’s 
plenty to see from this scenic 
Arizona hiking trail!  

KISVA TRAIL
0.64 miles — hikers only. 
No dogs, horses, or 
mountain bikes.
A hike that’s perfect for the 
whole family! The Kisva Trail 
Loop directs hikers through 
the high desert flats of the park 
before delving into the shadows 
of the Oak Creek riparian zone. 
The possibility of seeing a wide 
variety of birds along the way is 
very good, especially in the large 
cottonwood trees near the creek. 
Hikers cross Oak Creek twice 
on this loop trail and skirt the 
base of nearby red rock covered 
hills. There’s plenty of photo ops 
along the way, don’t forget to tag 
our social media accounts when 
posting about your trip!

azstateparks.com/hiking-trails

ACTIVITIES TO DO THIS FALL       
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CENTRAL  
ARIZONA TRAILS
PICACHO PEAK  
STATE PARK
The trails of Picacho Peak State Park invite 
hikers to explore this southern Arizona hiking 
wonderland! The Sonoran Desert is a great 
place to enjoy hiking trails with the best views, 
interesting birds and animals, and diverse 
plant life that simply can’t be experienced 
outside of the desert ecosystem. Hiking trails 
in the park are rated from easy to difficult, 
with a few in between. There’s a great chance 
that you’ll find exactly what you’re looking 
for here amid the cactus, rock ridges, and 
unforgettable views!

LOST DUTCHMAN STATE PARK
Hiking trails through the park lead into 
a much wider trail network on adjacent 
National Forest land. The Sonoran Desert 
landscape holds a variety of birds and 
wildlife while offering amazingly beautiful 
panoramic views. The best part about this 
Arizona hiking destination is the proximity 
to the metro Phoenix area, and the variety 
of trail difficulties available. Easy trails close 
to Phoenix are hard to come by, and more 
advanced hiking experiences even more rare. 
You can have it all within this expansive 
desert park, plan a trip to see for yourself…

SIPHON DRAW TRAIL
1.06 miles one way (5.8 miles round 
trip to Flatiron) — hikers, leashed 
dogs. No horses or mountain bikes.
Those who have experienced this advanced 
trail near Phoenix often describe the views 
at the end to be well worth the effort to 
get there. Much of this trail leads hikers 
scrambling up rocks while truly testing 
their physical abilities. The Siphon Draw 
section of the trail is located within the 
park and then gives way to Flatiron at the 
wilderness boundary. Extensive hiking 
opportunities exist within the wilderness 
although the trails are not typically marked 
as clearly as they are in the park.

FAMILY HIKING TRAILS
CATALINA STATE PARK 
At Catalina State Park, you can hike, take 
a horseback ride, and bicycle on the trails, 
surrounded by the towering Santa Catalina 
Mountains. There are eight trails at the park, 
varying in length and difficulty, but all with 
amazing views. Leashed dogs are welcome on 
all trails. All eight trails are multi-use except 
Romero Ruins. Before your trip, learn about 
the various desert plants and wildlife that 
you will encounter in the park, then pick up 
a copy of our free trail guide at the Visitor 
Center. All that’s left to do is get out there 
and enjoy the adventure!

ROMERO RUINS  
INTERPRETIVE TRAIL 
7.2 miles, one-way — no dogs in 
Desert Bighorn Sheep Management 
Area, beyond Montrose Pools — no 
bikes in the Pusch Ridge Wilderness — 
not recommended for horses beyond 
Montrose Pools
This easy loop trail begins south of the 
main road across from the second pull-out. 
The trail crosses a seasonal wash (feet 
may get wet) before climbing about 80 
steps to the hilltop. The Romero Ruins 
archaeological site includes the surface 
features of the remains from a Hohokam 
village dating back to about 500 A.D. 
Trailside signs address the archaeology of 
the site, the Hohokam culture, and the 
Romero homestead. Plan on 30 minutes of 

walking time. For the protection of cultural 
resources, no collecting is allowed.

Progressively difficult trail. Montrose Pools 
and Romero Pools are shallow catchments on 
canyon streams that flow seasonally. Start at 
the Trailhead parking lot and cross Sutherland 
Wash, which flows seasonally. The first mile 
is a relatively flat and easy walk to Montrose 
Pools (usually dry) and the park boundary. 
The next 1.7 miles is a steep and rocky climb 
to Romero Pools. Poor trail conditions might 
be encountered as this is an unmaintained 
wilderness trail. From the Trailhead to Romero 
Pools is 2.8 miles with an elevation gain of 900 
feet. Plan on two hours of walking one way 
from the Trailhead to the pools.

To continue to Romero Pass, follow the trail 
to your right as it ascends out of the stream 
bed. The trail then slowly climbs up-canyon 
4.4 miles to Romero Pass at 6,000 feet 
elevation. From the Trailhead to Romero 
Pass is 7.2 miles with an elevation gain of 
3,300 feet, about a five-hour hike one way. 
Romero Canyon Trail ends at Romero Pass, 
where it intersects Mt. Lemmon Trail (to Mt. 
Lemmon) and West Fork Sabino Trail (to 
Sabino Canyon).

NATURE TRAIL 
1.0 mile, loop — no horses.
Another easy loop trail. The Nature 
Trail begins at the trailhead parking lot, climbs 
a hill, then meanders through low foothills 
with typical desert scrub vegetation. Trailside 
signs feature local plants and animals, in 
addition to climate and geology information. 
Plan on 45 minutes of walking time.

BIRDING TRAIL
1.0 mile, loop — no horses.
This easy loop begins at the trailhead 
parking lot. The trail crosses a wash (with 
seasonal water flow) then loops up and 
down the foothills. Desert scrub, mesquite 
bosque, and riparian vegetation are seen 
with trailside signs highlighting the 
relationships between unique bird species 
and their preferred habitat. Plan on 45 
minutes of walking time.

. . . A N D  HOL I DAY  S E A S ON !
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FAMILY OUTINGS & ADVENTURES
Below is a list of favorite places to take your kids. These facilities are currently open,  

but check websites for current information on hours of operation, ticket sales  
and COVID-19 safety measures that are taking place.

MORE ACTIVITIES. . .

PHOENIX ZOO
The Phoenix Zoo is one of the 
largest non-profit zoos in the 
United States, caring for more 
than 3,000 animals, with nearly 
400 species represented, including 
many threatened or endangered 
species. 
455 N. Galvin Pkwy.
Phoenix, AZ 85008
602.286.3800
phoenixzoo.org

ARIZONA  
SCIENCE CENTER
Arizona Science Center’s mission 
is to inspire, educate and engage 
curious minds through science.
600 E. Washington St.
Phoenix, AZ 85004
602.716.2000
azscience.org

MCCORMICK- 
STILLMAN  
RAILROAD PARK
Scottsdale’s McCormick-Stillman 
Railroad Park is the most 
unique park of its kind in the 
country. The 30 acre park’s 
centerpiece is the Paradise & 
Pacific Railroad, a fully functional 
15 gauge railroad with scale 
steam and diesel locomotives 
and riding stock. No trip to 
the park is complete without a 
ride on the 1950-vintage Allan 
Hershell carousel or a visit to the 
Scottsdale Railroad Museum.
7301 E. Indian Bend Rd.
Scottsdale, AZ 85250
480.312.2312
therailroadpark.com

WILDLIFE WORLD ZOO 
& AQUARIUM
Wildlife World Zoo, Aquarium 
& Safari Park has Arizona’s 
largest collection of exotic and 
endangered animals, with more 
than 600 separate species, rides, a 
petting zoo and daily shows!
16501 W. Northern Avenue
Litchfield Park, AZ 85340
623.232.8741
wildlifeworld.com

BEARIZONA  
WILDLIFE PARK
Bearizona Wildlife Park allows 
visitors to drive into “the 
wilderness” and witness herd 
and pack life from the safety and 
comfort of a private vehicle.
1500 E. Route 66 
Williams, AZ 86046 
928.635.2289 
bearizona.com

DESERT BOTANICAL 
GARDEN
A living museum with more 
than 50,000 plants from 
around the world. Enjoy tours, 
workshops, seasonal exhibits, 
special events, concerts and 
more.
1201 N. Galvin Pkwy.
Phoenix, AZ 85008
480.941.1225
dbg.org

LEGOLAND  
DISCOVERY CENTER  
ARIZONA
LEGOLAND® Discovery 
Center Arizona - it’s like you’ve 
just jumped into the biggest 
box of LEGO® bricks ever! 
See your city come to life in 
mini-land... it’s made entirely of 
LEGO® bricks! Climb aboard 
and ride Kingdom Quest to 
rescue the princess! Then, build 
a LEGO® race car with your 
friends and send it zooming 
down the test ramp! Get closer 
to the action in the amazing 
4D LEGO® cinema. You’ll be 
amazed at what you’ll find at 
the LEGOLAND® discovery 
center!
5000 Arizona Mills Circle  
Ste. 135 
Tempe, AZ 85282
855.450.0558
legolanddiscoverycenter.com

SCHNEPF FARMS
Designated an Arizona 
Treasure, this real working 
family farm has U-pick organic 
gardens, orchards, farm 
festivals, tours, bakery  
& more.
24810 S. Rittenhouse Rd. 
Queen Creek, AZ 85142
480.987.3100 
schnepffarms.com

APPLE ANNIES
Apple Annie’s is a family farming 
operation, owned and operated 
by John and Annie Holcomb,and 
their family. The 4300’ elevation 
of the Sulphur Springs Valley 
provides us with the warm days 
and cool nights that make Willcox 
the premier you-pick fruit and 
vegetable growing area in Arizona 
for pumpkins, delicious sweet corn, 
and vegetables.
6405 W. Williams Road
Willcox, AZ 85643
520.384.4685 
appleannies.com

TOLMACHOFF FARMS
Tolmachoff Farms is a unique four 
generation family farm operated 
in Glendale, Arizona. The farm 
originally grew cotton, wheat 
and corn in the first part of this 
century. Bill Senior started selling 
plums in the early 1970’s from a 
roadside stand and the pick your 
own farm fresh produce stand has 
continued to grow ever since.
5726 N. 75th Ave.
Glendale, AZ 85303
602.999.3276 
tolmachoff-farms.com

MORTIMER FARMS
Mortimer Family Farms is a 
historic farm located at the corner 
of Highway 69 & 169 in Dewey. 
The Mortimer family has a love 
of farming and are working to 
revitalize and bring back to life 
one of Arizona’s most recognizable 
premier farms in Arizona.
12907 E. State Route 169
Dewey, AZ 86327
928.830.1116 
mortimerfarmsaz.com

phoenix.kidsoutandabout.com
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WK 10
VS

SUN | 11.15 | 2:05PM*

WK 3
VS

SUN | 9.27 | 1:25PM

WK 4
AT

SUN | 10.4 | 10:00AM

WK 6
AT

MON | 10.19 | 5:15PM+

WK 2
VS

SUN | 9.20 | 1:05PM

WK 7
VS

SUN | 10.25 | 1:05PM*

WK 5
AT

SUN | 10.11 | 10:00AM*

WK 9
VS

SUN | 11.8 | 2:25PM*

WK 15
VS

SUN | 12.20 | 2:05PM*

WK 11
AT

THU | 11.19 | 6:20PM#

WK 12
AT

SUN | 11.29 | 11:00AM*

WK 14
AT

SUN | 12.13 | 11:00AM*

WK 16
VS

SAT/SUN | 12.26 OR 27 | TBD◆

WK 13
VS

SUN | 12.6 | 2:05PM*

WK 1
AT

SUN | 9.13 | 1:25PM

WK 17
AT

SUN | 1.3 | 2:25PM*
BYE WEEK: 8   |   ALL TIMES MST (ARIZONA)   |   *SUBJECT TO FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING DECISIONS

+ ESPN; #FOX/NFL NETWORK/AMAZON   |   ◆ WEEK 16 DATE & TIME TBD

2020 SCHEDULE
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE DESERT RIDGE LIFESTYLES
 MAGAZINE AND WEBSITE.

To reserve your advertising space call 480-551-4559.

Community Association
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NFPA Public Education Division • 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA  02169
Your Source for SAFETY Information

www.nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2016

FACTS

• One quarter of home Christmas 
tree fires are caused by electrical 
problems. 

• Although Christmas tree fires 
are not common, when they do 
occur, they are more likely to be 
serious. 

• A heat source too close to the 
tree causes roughly one in every 
four of the fires.

Christmas TreeSafety

As you deck the halls this holiday season, be fire smart. A small 
fire that spreads to a Christmas tree can grow large very quickly. 

After Christmas
Get rid of the tree after 
Christmas or when it is dry. 
Dried-out trees are a fire 
danger and should not be 
left in the home or garage, 
or placed outside against the 
home.  
Check with your local 
community to find a 
recycling program.

Bring outdoor electrical 
lights inside after the 
holidays to prevent hazards 
and make them last longer.

 PICKING THE TREE
• Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that do not 

fall off when touched.

 PLACING THE TREE
• Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 2” from the 

base of the trunk.

• Make sure the tree is at least three feet away from 
any heat source, like fireplaces, radiators, candles, 
heat vents or lights.

• Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit.

• Add water to the tree stand. Be sure to add water 
daily. 

 LIGHTING THE TREE
• Use lights that are listed by a qualified testing 

laboratory. Some lights are only for indoor or 
outdoor use.

• Replace any string of lights with worn or 
broken cords or loose bulb connections. Read 
manufacturer’s instructions for number of light 
strands to connect.

• Never use lit candles to decorate the tree.

• Always turn off Christmas tree
 lights before leaving home
 or going to bed.

!

!

!

Name of Organization Here

Contact Information Here
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2020 THIRTEENTH ANNUAL HOLIDAY
Lighting & Decorating Contest

Tis the Season for Holiday Festivities

Previous Winners
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Our community’s Thirteenth Annual Desert Ridge Holiday Lighting and Decorating Contest is coming soon! 
What a fabulous way to display the splendid holiday displays throughout Desert Ridge. Our Desert Ridge Board and 
Lifestyles Committee members would like to encourage community participation to commemorate our Thirteenth 
Annual Holiday Lighting and Decorating Contest. Please see page 17 for instructions to email your Lighting and 
Decorating Contest entry request by 5 p.m. on Friday, November 27, 2020, to desertridge.az@fsresidential.com.  

We are looking forward to another impressive year for Desert Ridge to show holiday spirit. 
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2020 THIRTEENTH ANNUAL HOLIDAY
Lighting & Decorating Contest

Community Association

Community Association

Exciting Prizes for the Best Lights & Decorations
Overall Best Presentation ........................2 Night Stay at JW Marriott plus $200 gift card
Best Creative Presentation ......................$150 gift card
Deck the Halls ...........................................$150 gift card
Winter Wonderland ..................................$150 gift card
Best Theme ................................................$150 gift card
Best Decorated Neighborhood .............Bragging rights

Rules
1. Your contest entry info must be received by Friday, November 27, 2020 by email only  
 (see email instructions below). 

2.  The association will begin marking entrants’ yards for judging the week of Monday, November 30, 2020.

3. Residents are not required to be at home, however, the holiday display must be illuminated from 6 p.m. until 10 p.m. 
 starting on Monday, November 30, 2020 ending on Friday, December 18, 2020.

4. Winners will be notified by the association.

5. Contestants must be a member in good standing with all assessments current and no existing compliance  
 matters outstanding with the association.

By way of entering the Holiday Lighting and Decorating Contest your entry does not secure and/or guarantee  
placement on the homeowner Holiday Trolley Tour route and may only be added to the judging sheet. 

Entries not chosen as a winner are eligible for $25 gift cards to be awarded from a drawing of all eligible entries 
received. Contest winners are not eligible to win the same category in consecutive years.  All prizes and entrants’ gift 
cards must be claimed no later than Friday, February 5, 2021.  Prizes and/or gift cards not claimed by the stated due 
date will be forfeited.  Photographs will be taken of winning holiday displays and are property of the Association.  

*Accommodations courtesy of JW Marriott Phoenix Desert Ridge Resort & Spa.
*Gift cards, courtesy of Desert Ridge Community Association.

How to Enter Contest
Please email the following information to desertridge.az@fsresidential.com with your 

email subject line title: “DRCA Holiday Contest Entrant”.  Your name, address, city, 
state, zip code, phone and email will be needed.

*Rules subject to change without notice.
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Bringing Toys, Joys, and Emotional 
Support to Shelter Pets
Contributed by Robert Reichstein 
Communications Chairman

Six years ago, The Santa Paws Project was 
conceived by Desert Ridge residents Marcie 
and Rob Reichstein.  The Reichstein’s, long 
time pet lovers who help raise funds for 
accredited 501 C3 rescues, realized there was 
no organized program to collect items for 
shelter pets during the holiday season.

Marcie explained Shelter pets do feel the 
excitement in the shelters around the holiday 
season. They feed off the vibe by visitors and 
volunteers. But for the dogs and cats housed 
in a shelter, it ends with just another night on 
a cold hard floor. But what if, on one night, 
they received a toy to cherish and call their 
own? It’s a simple, inexpensive gesture for 
pets that find themselves hoping for a family 
of their own.

Just after Thanksgiving of 2014, the 
Reichstein’s contacted Melissa Gable, 
then with Maricopa County Animal Care 
and Control, to see if MCCACC would 
be interested in accepting toy donations. 
Melissa’s response was a decisive “that would 
be incredible.” And so, The Santa Paws 
Project was launched.

In that first year, SPP collected about 400 
toys. Everything was turned over to Melissa 
at MCCACC.  The toys are handed out 
to the pets in residence as part of the 
MCCACC holiday party celebration. 
Over the next three years, the Desert 
Ridge Community Association, Aviano, 

Fireside, and Toscana joined in. Soon 
after, other FirstService Residential and 
CCMC managed communities around 
the valley jumped on board as did Ryan’s 
pet supplies in Phoenix and Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices offices around 
the valley.  Last year collections exceeded 
3,500 new dog and cat toys; all turned 
over to Maricopa County Animal Care 
and Control with the much needed help 
provided by Dose Moving and Storage.

“What we have come to learn from the 
MCCACC staff is that the toys are extremely 
important to the shelter pets on 
several levels,” said Marcie. 

They provide comfort for 
anxious pets on intake, 
help in the emotional 
evaluation process, 
provide security for 
lonely pets, and provide 
a mental stimuli for pets 

that would otherwise suffer the ill effects of 
little to no mental stimulation.  Realizing just 
how much an inexpensive toy means to these 
pets awaiting adoptions gives us the impetus 
to collect more each year. We thank everyone 
in Desert Ridge, who donates a new pet toy 
at this time. We make sure MCCACC knows 
how much Desert Ridge residents care.

This year the collection season will be 
November 20th through December 18th. 
Collections boxes will be in place in Aviano, 
Toscana, Fireside Community Clubhouses.  

For more information, please visit the 
website TheSantaPawsProject.

org, the FB page, The 
Santa Paws Project.org, 
or Contact Marcie or 
Rob at 602-551-6314.  To 
humans, it’s just a toy. 
To shelter pets, it’s their 

everything.
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480.575.2000   www.CCUSD93.org

LONE MOUNTAIN ELEMENTARY

an A+ STEM School

LMES students are inspired in the application of Science, Technology,  
Engineering, and Mathematics as it relates to serving and 
changing our local community within our global society. 

A+ STEM Partnership with AZ Science Center • Chinese Pre-K-6 • Preschool

INSPIRING EXCELLENCE
through innovative, engaging teaching methods
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Purchase a custom 
engraved brick(s) and 
commemorate your loved 
ones, a beloved pet,  
to mark a special occasion 
or event, honor a friend, or 
promote your business. 

Call 480-551-4559 for more information.
4" x 8" = $75.00        8" x 8" = $150.00

BUY A BRICK THIS 
HOLIDAY SEASON
GIVE A GIFT THAT WILL LAST FOREVER

HOW TO BUY A BRICK 
Make your payment online to “Friends of Cashman Park  
Improvements Fund” via the Phoenix Parks & Conservation  
Foundation

1.  Go to www.phxparksfoundation.org
2.  Click on “Membership & Giving” at the top of the 

homepage
3.  Click “Donate”
4.  Complete donation and credit info screen
5.  Proceed to the review and continue screen

The holidays are a time for 
family, friends and festivities, 
but you won’t be celebrating if 
you’re spending the night at the 
emergency vet clinic with a sick 
pet. Maricopa County Animal 
Care & Control (MCACC) 
offers some advice and safety 
tips to keep you and your pet 
happy this holiday season.

Food is in abundance during 
family gatherings but resist the 
urge to share with your pets. 

Human food is too high in fat 
for our dogs and cats. Most pet 
owners know that chocolate 
can be toxic to pets, but 
beware of other types of candy. 
Colorful candy wrappers can 
be tempting and if swallowed, 
may create blockages in your 
pet’s intestines. Don’t assume 
all vegetables are safe for your 
dog or cat—onions, garlic and 
scallions can lead to toxic 
anemia in pets. Be sure to ask 
your guests not to feed table 

Safety Tips for You and Your Pet
scraps to your pets and ask them 
to keep food (and alcohol) out 
of paws reach!

When decorating your home for 
the holidays, try to look at things 
from your pet’s perspective. Are 
those glass ornaments hanging 
on low branches? Is that candle’s 
flame too tempting for curious 
cats? Does the shiny tinsel attract 
too much attention from furry 
family members? Glass embedded 
in pet’s paws, burnt fur and tinsel 
in the intestinal tract are just 
a few accidents you can avoid 
if you pet proof your home for 
the holidays. Consider using 
ornaments that won’t shatter or 
leave the bottom branches of 
your tree undecorated. Never 
leave your pet unattended in 
a room with lit candles. Avoid 
using tinsel or other types 
of décor that can be easily 
swallowed by a rambunctious pet. 

We’ve all seen the image of the 
adorable puppy peeking out from 
under the lid of a gift wrapped 
box, but MCACC asks that you 
don’t give pets as gifts. Adopting 
a dog or cat is a very personal 
choice and is something best 
done by the person wanting to 
adopt. Consider presenting your 
loved one with a gift basket filled 
with dog or cat toys, bedding, 
food, and the promise to visit a 
local shelter. Not only are you 
giving the purrfect gift – you’re 
also saving a life!

If you plan to host parties or 

festivities at your home, it’s 
imperative that your dog or cat 
be wearing identification. The 
constant opening and closing 
of the front door makes it easy 
for pets to slip out unnoticed. 
If your animal does get out and 
ends up at the shelter, current 
ID will help ensure that you are 
reunited with your four-legged 
family member.

Finally, this is a busy time 
of year and humans aren’t 
the only ones who can feel 
stressed. The hustle and bustle 
of houseguests and parties can 
cause our pets to become a bit 
anxious. If possible, give them 
a spare room where they can 
escape the crowd and chill out. 
Be sure they have some of their 
favorite toys, bed, food and 
water. Turn on the television or 
radio to drown out the sounds 
of the festivities. 

Be thankful for your pets 
this holiday season. Their 
unconditional love is one of the 
greatest gifts we can ever receive.

For more information about 
MCACC, please visit www.
maricopa.gov/pets.
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https://www.azgfd.com/wildlife/livingwith/rattlesnakes/

Living with Venomous Reptiles
An encounter with a rattlesnake is a potentially dangerous situation; your 
knowledge about reptiles and how to avoid rattlesnakes could be invaluable.

RATTLESNAKES
There are fifteen species of rattlesnakes in our 
area. Those most often encountered are the 
Western Diamond-backed, Western, Mojave, 
Black-tailed, and Sidewinder. All of these 
snakes have rattles on their tails, and though 
many snakes vibrate their tails when nervous, 
only rattlesnakes can produce the characteristic 
buzzing noise so often heard in movies. In the 
warm deserts, rattle-snakes are most active from 
March through October. In the spring, they are 
active during daylight hours. As days become 
increasingly hot around early May, rattlesnakes 
become more active at night and spend the day 
in a spot of shade or a cool shelter. In addition 
to these periods of activity, rattlesnakes can be 
seen “basking” (lying out in the sun) during any 
month of the year.

Rattlesnakes do not dig their own holes: they 
utilize preexisting shelters. Shelter sites might 
be abandoned burrows of other animals, brush 
or woodpiles, rock crevices, or any tight place 
where a snake can feel safe. Rattlesnakes may 
have several shelter sites within the range of 
their hunting grounds, and sometimes they will 
sleep in the open. All snakes are carnivorous 
(they eat animals). Rattlesnakes are effective 
predators eating rabbits, rodents, lizards, 
and birds. Snakes do not eat every day, and 
sometimes many months pass between meals. 

Rattlesnakes are born alive, rather than 
hatching from eggs. At birth, they are fully 
equipped with fangs and venom; miniature 
copies of their parents requiring no parental 
care. A baby rattlesnake is not born with a 
rattle on its tail; instead, it has one little knob 
called a prebutton. Within days, the newborn 
sheds its skin, and as it grows, it generates a new 
segment of its rattle with each shed. The single 
button on a newborn’s tail does not produce a 
sound when rattled, but in about 3 weeks it will 
be fully capable of producing a warning rattle.

Newborn rattlesnakes are very small. They 

have no home territory and are low on the food 
chain (a lot of animals eat them). This makes 
for a very nervous little snake! In searching for 
something to eat and a place to live, newborn 
rattlesnakes turn up in the strangest places–
swimming pools, potted plants, even in houses. 

AROUND YOUR HOME
WATCH YOUR STEP! 
Rattlesnake colors and patterns allow them to 
blend with their surroundings, so they often 
seem invisible. It is always best to look where 
you place your feet and hands. A flashlight 
should be carried at night, especially on warm 
nights when rattlesnakes are very active. 
Around your home, keep walkways clear of 
brush, as rattlesnakes on the open ground are 
more visible. Keep walkways brightly lit.

RODENT CONTROL 
Rattlesnakes are attracted to their vital 
resources, including food, water, and a safe 
place to live. Rodents should be eliminated 
from around your home. They are both 
destructive to your property and a primary 
source of food for rattlesnakes. Don’t feed 
birds in your yard! Bird feeders attract 
rodents just as effectively as birds. Snakes 
searching for a meal are often drawn to the 
scent of rodents and birds around feeders. 
There are effective products available for 
controlling rodents, such as snap traps and 
live traps. Sticky traps and poisons are also 
available, but they are often inhumane 
and might kill the wrong animals. Because 

snakes use burrows of other animals, fill 
all rodent holes in your yard to prevent 
snakes from taking up residence. Rodents 
not only provide tunnels for access but 
also leave their scent; this is quite an 
attraction for a hungry snake on the prowl! 
Wood piles or piles of junk are also very 
attractive to snakes. These should be 
cleaned up or moved away from the house. 
Take care when rummaging through 
them in case you already have a resident 
snake! Harmless snakes like Gophersnakes 
and Common Kingsnakes prey on 
rodents, competing for the same foods as 
rattlesnakes. It is a good idea to learn how 
to identify these snakes. If left alone, they 
might be encouraged to take up residence 
in your yard and make it less appealing 
to rattlesnakes. Some snakes, like the 
Common Kingsnake and the Coachwhip, 
even eat rattlesnakes.

IF A RATTLESNAKE BITE OCCURS:
What to do
• Remain calm and reassure the victim
• Remove all jewelry, watches, etc. from 

affected area
• Immobilize extremity and keep at a level 

below the heart
• Decrease total body activity as is feasible
 • Move victim to a medical facility  

without delay

What NOT to do
• Do NOT apply ice to bite area
• Do NOT use incision of any kind
• Do NOT use a constriction band or 

tourniquet
• Do NOT administer alcohol or drugs
• Do NOT use electric shock treatment
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Powered by Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices  AZ Properties.  A Desert Ridge based team!  

ROB
Rob@marcieandrobrealtors.com

602-551-6314

MARCIE
Marcie@marcieandrobrealtors.com

602-551-6315

4 out of 5 house pets
recommend Marcie and Rob

to find you a new home!

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

(The fifth just didn’t want to move.)

Marcie - 602-551-6315 Marcie@marcieandrobrealtors.com 
Rob - 602-551-6314 Rob@marcieandrobrealtors.com

www.marcieandrobrealtors.com
       Marcie and Rob Realtors

CALL TODAY: 480.535.6625
www.envisionpainting.com

EXTERIOR PAINTING
INTERIOR PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIRS
STUCCO REPAIRS
& MORE!

Preferred Painting Team in

Desert Ridge

Paint Now - Pay Later

RO
C 

25
51

23
, 3

00
48

0

Envision Painting exceeded 
my expectations. Very 

competitive price, good 
communication and 
outstanding service...

Google
average rating

4.9
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TUCSON OFFICE
520.696.3223

PHOENIX OFFICE
602.437.2690

NATIVE PLANTS cover a 
wide variety of trees, shrubs, cacti, 
and wildflowers. For this article I 
will focus on avoiding some of the 
common issues that will negatively 
affect some of your native plants.

S A G U A R O S 
are a great focal 
point for a yard 
and will generally 
be trouble free 
for decades. It is 
so important that 
they be planted 
as close to their 
original depth as 

possible. This will require braces while 
they establish new roots. It is always a 
plus when the plant is dug out with a lot of 
roots prior to being transplanted. Check 
the base of the Saguaro for any signs of 
rot at soil level. Unfortunately, the rot 
is usually far advanced by the time it is 
discovered, and the plant will spend the 
next year or two dying. If you expose and 
treat the problem before it spreads you 
may be able to save it by lowering the soil 
grade below the point of infection down 
to its original depth where the tissue 
turns from green to brown. Scrape out 
all the dead tissue using a knife and a big 
metal spoon, spray the wound with a 20% 
solution of bleach and water followed 
by dusting the wound with soil sulfur. Be 
very careful not to get any sulfur in your 
eyes. Safety goggles are a good idea. 
Do not forget that while they generally 
do not need to be watered, it is good to 
water them a few times during long hot 
dry periods without rain. The plant should 
be plump from winter rains to be ready 
for summer.

OCOTILLO, another 
great accent plant will be 
more successful if it starts 
its life at your home as a 
container plant as opposed 
to a bare root plant. Do not 
be attracted to the bare 
root plant because it is a 
lot less expensive. About 
half of them will fail to 
establish and will likely be 
attacked by borers tunneling through the 
canes to finish them off. A containerized 
plant will have more roots to help it to 
survive. Ocotillo can absorb water through 

their canes so if you spray 
them down occasionally, 
they will appreciate it. Do 
not be surprised at their odd 
behavior. Sometimes they 
may be leafless but produce 
flowers, sometimes they will 
have leaves and no flowers. 
Sometimes they will have 
neither leaves or flowers and 
sometimes they will have 

healthy green leaves and beautiful flowers. 
If the canes feel dense and hydrated, they 
are OK regardless. If the canes feel light, 
hollow or the tips curl down they are dead.

NATIVE 
PLANT CARE TIPS  

AGAVES In late spring you may notice Agaves dying 
throughout the valley. It is sad to see these wonderful 
plants fail due to the Agave Snout Weevil larvae feeding 
in them. The adult weevil introduces a bacterium into the 
center base of the plant to dissolve the tissue deep inside 
the Agave. The female will lay her eggs in the destroyed 
tissue and the resulting larvae (grubs) feed on the tissue 
and down into the roots. This beetle prefers larger Agaves 
over the smaller species. The destructive process starts 
in April, so March is the time to treat with an insecticide 
containing ‘imidacloprid’ as the active ingredient. Drench 
the plant and the soil with the insecticide to help protect 
your Agaves. 

Our native trees are perfectly suited for our environment but generally fail from being 
planted too deep, attacked by flathead borers as a direct result of sun burned bark 
or being destroyed by monsoon storms. At the base of the trees you should see the 
root flair where the trunk transitions into the topmost roots. If you do not see it, it’s 
too deep and the trunk tissue may eventually be destroyed by a fungus that works 
its way through the trunk at soil level. The soil texture (% of sand, silt, and clay) and 
moisture at the trunk from the irrigation system will determine the likelihood of the 
fungus causing the death of the tree. Plant the trees at a depth that keeps the root 
flair visible above grade and make the hole at least twice as wide as the root ball or 
preferably much wider. The wider the hole the easier it is for the roots to grow before 
they hit compacted soil. Once established for two years gradually reduce their water 
down to no water. THEY ARE DESERT NATIVES AND WILL BE OK ON THEIR OWN. 
Of course, they would be happy to continue to take the water but that will result in 
excessive top growth for you to manage and a greater chance of blowing over. If you 
will suspend the irrigation to them when storms bring high winds, they will be less likely 
to blow over. However, if the wind comes during or after a soaking rain then your best 
overall strategy is to thin them before the monsoons arrive. Do any heavy thinning in 
the winter so that if they need pruned before the storms arrive you will not need to 
remove a lot of branches. Opening the crown of the tree too much in the summer will 
cause the branches to be burned.
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PHOENIX POLICE DEPARTMENT
Part I Violent And Property Crimes

Based on Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Criteria
Pinnacle Peak Rd to Loop 101 Freeway and 36th St. to 56th St.

602-495-5238 or e-mail at tim.mitten@phoenix.gov
  

Type of Crime 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
 12-19

              AVG

 Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Sexual Assault 1 0 0 0 0 1 2* 4* 1 3 1 3 1.8

 Robbery 2 1 5 2 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 .5

 Aggravated 3 7 4 3 5 2 3 7 6 8 5 8 5.5 
 Assault

 Violent Crime 6 8 9 5 6 3 5 11 7 12 8 11 7.8 
 Total

 Burglary 122 92 67  102 47 46 39 41 50 43 57 35 44.7

 Theft 199 124 118 111 68 70 57 71 125 92 113 67 82.8

 Auto Theft 19 13 3 9 9 6 1 6 10 12 10 18 9

 Arson 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 2 0 1 1 .6

 Property 340 229 188 224 125 122 97 118 187 147 181 121 137.2 
 Crime Total

 Total Crimes 346 237 197 229 131 125 102 129 194 159 189 132 145.1

This report is based on Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) criteria, which are not equivalent to Arizona Revised Statutes 
(ARS) statistics and therefore this data cannot be directly compared to ARS reports. Under the hierarchy rule of UCR, 
only the most severe offense of an incident is counted. Part One property crimes include motor vehicle theft, burglary, 
arson, and theft/larceny. Part One violent crimes include criminal homicide, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated 
assault. Aggravated assaults are counted by victims. Numbers may differ from other published reports due to case 
updates/reclassifications and/or differences associated with unfounded incidents. UCR data excludes unfounded cases 
if the incident and the unfounded occurred in the same month. However, if the incident and the unfounded occurred in 
different months, then the removal of the unfounded cases will not be reflected in the data. Any reports with missing or 
incorrect information would not be properly depicted in this report. Any listed crimes that do not appear in this report 
had a count of 0 for the time period indicated. New precinct, squad, beat, and grid boundaries were implemented on 
August 23, 2010, and data in this report reflects the new grid boundaries as if they existed for the entire time period.   
*Beginning January 2014, the UCR Rape category now includes the new FBI Rape definition. 

Officer Tim Mitten
Community Action Officer
Black Mountain Precinct
Phoenix Police Department

I hope everyone is healthy and 
staying safe as we manage our way 
through the COVID–19 situation 
and work towards reopening the 
economy. Once again, it is time for 
a yearly reporting of the Uniform 
Crime Reports crime statistics 
for the Desert Ridge Community 
Association. These crime statistics 
cover the entire residential 
community of Desert Ridge. This 
is defined as the residential areas 
from Pinnacle Peak south to the 
101 Freeway, 36th Street to 56th 
Street, and does not include the 
Desert Ridge Marketplace, High 
Street, JW Marriott Resort, or any 
of the commercial locations. 

Our Crime Analysis Unit compiles 
the Uniform Crime Reporting 
(UCR) statistics. The Phoenix 
Police Department reports our 
official statistics to the Federal 
government according to the 

2019 DESERT RIDGE CRIME STATISTICS
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Uniform Reporting Criteria (UCR), which 
are not equivalent to Arizona Revised 
Statutes (ARS) statistics or other types. 
Under the hierarchy rule of UCR, only 
the most severe offense of an incident and 
counted, so if there is a Homicide after a 
Burglary, only the Homicide is counted. 
There are four Part One Violent Crimes 
that are counted, such as Homicide, Rape, 
Robbery, and Aggravated Assault (counted 
individually by the victim). There are 
four Part One Property Crimes that are 
counted are Stolen Vehicles, Arson, Theft, 
and Burglary (which includes residential, 
commercial, and burglary from vehicles). 
In January 2014, the FBI changed the UCR 
Rape category definition, which changed a 
couple of years’ statistics.

Off- Duty officer 
patrol program 
I wanted to update everyone on the 
Off-Duty officer patrol program, and its 
history as when it began is where much of 
our analysis and averages are used from. 
The Off-Duty patrol program started in 
late 2011 out of Desert Ridge residents’ 
concerns over Property Crime and the 
impact it was having on the community. 
Your Community Association in working 
with the Phoenix Police Department then 
hired Phoenix Police officers in December 
of 2011 to patrol the Desert Ridge area as 
an addition to the regular police patrol 
functions provided by on-duty officers. 
These are officers working in a fully marked 
police vehicle, in uniform, and the same 
powers, rules, and procedures as on-duty 
personnel, just are paid by your Community 
Association. Having these officers in the 
Desert Ridge area specifically as a presence 
to reduce crime, provide an immediate 
response to calls for service, and act as a 
deterrent for not just Property Crimes but 
many other issues. It is important to note 
that these shifts worked by the Off-Duty 
officers are not 24 / 7 coverage and as of this 
writing, 25, 5.5 hour shifts per month. The 
schedule as far as the day of week and times 
vary and is not publicly released prior to the 
shifts being done to remain as private as we 

can. There are primary days of the week 
and hours we do work to be in align with 
what we were hired to do.

UCR STATS 
The table shows the UCR statistics 
from 2008 to 2019, as it is vital to show 
statistics before and after the program. 
I am fully aware that numbers can be 
averaged many ways, so I calculated 
averages for the duration of the Off-Duty 
program to compare with previous years 
of the program and the years before the 
Off-Duty program began. You can then 
see for yourself what has been occurring. 
It is also important to note that crime will 
never be eliminated and is very cyclical in 
behavior as it’s impacted by many factors 
beyond our control. 

The last column of the table shows the 
averages from 2012 to 2019, which are the 
full years the Off-Duty program has been in 
effect. Property Crimes totals for 2019 were 
below the 8-year average in all categories 
except for Auto Thefts (Stolen Vehicles). 
The Burglary and Theft reduction was 
significant and is something everyone 
should be happy about. It’s a combination 
of efforts by both the community and 
the Phoenix Police Department to make 
this successful. Both the overall Property 
Crime and Total Crime numbers also 
had significant reductions. These are 
outstanding numbers and we need to 
continue with these efforts to maintain 
the safety and security of the community. 
This includes everyone watching out for 
each other, practicing common sense crime 
prevention (maybe starting a Block Watch), 
and marked police vehicle presence.  

Some other information regarding the 
Off-Duty program for 2019 is that there 
were 316 shifts worked throughout the year, 
14605 miles driven, 269 Calls for Service 
answered, 21 tickets issued, 5 arrests made, 
and over 2800 vacation watches completed. 

As a reminder, one of the prevailing issues 
with most thefts and burglaries in the area, 
you may have heard from other officers and 
me repeatedly throughout the years. A large 

majority of thefts were from unsecured 
vehicles and open garages. These are very 
preventable crimes of opportunity, so 
please take a few moments and remove any 
valuables from your vehicles, roll up vehicle 
windows and lock the doors and keep your 
garages closed when not in use. By doing 
these simple things, we can reduce thefts 
and crimes of opportunity.  

The Phoenix Police Department will 
continue to partner with the residents of 
Desert Ridge to ensure a high quality of 
life and provide a safe community for all. If 
anyone wants to start a Block Watch, would 
like a free home security inspection, and/or 
has any questions regarding these statistics, 
or anything else that is occurring in Desert 
Ridge, please feel free to  
call me at 602-495-5238, or email me  
at tim.mitten@phoenix.gov. 

The Desert Ridge Community  
Association is in need of community 
volunteers to serve on the following 

committee. If you are a member 
in good standing and available to 

serve your community 2-3 hours 
a month, please email us so 
we can provide you with the 

committee charter and 
application to apply. 

✮

STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 
(SCP) 

Parks Sub-Committee
scpparks@desertridgelifestyles.com
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Steve Burns
Finance Committee 
Chairman and 
Community Awareness 
Chairman

Use of off-duty Phoenix Police patrols, along 
with patrols by UTS, have been great crime 
deterrents. In addition, community members 
have been more diligent about locking 
vehicles, not leaving valuables in vehicles, 
locking side gates, and closing garage doors. 

These preventive measures really paid off in 
2019 as overall residential crime in Desert 
Ridge dropped over 30% from 2018. The 
largest reductions were in the categories of 
burglaries and thefts, with both having their 
largest year-over-year drop in over a decade. 

With so many people staying home this year, 
reports of property crimes have remained 
low. However, with people getting out more 
and returning to work outside the home, it’s 
important to stay alert and practice crime 
prevention and awareness. 

AWARENESS WHILE ONLINE 
During the pandemic, buying online and 
picking up in-store or at a restaurant has 
become much more commonplace. This 
increase in online activity has also led to an 
increase in digital crime. By the end of June, 
the FTC had received almost as many reports 
of cybercrime as in all of 2019.

We can continue to enjoy the convenience 
of ecommerce and avoid the scammers if we 
know what to look for. Here are some of the 
most common online scams to watch out for:  

n  Fake Alerts – These email alerts look 
as if they are coming from a major 
retailer, utility company, or even your 
bank. 

n  Not “Free” Gift Cards – Phishing ads 
offering gift cards from name-brand 
retailers. 

n  Malicious E-Cards – Beware e-cards 
that require you to enter ANY personal 
information, even if it appears to come 
from someone you know. 

n  Bogus Delivery Attempt 
Notifications – Legitimate delivery 
services will provide tracking numbers 

in the body of their emails, which DO 
NOT require you to click on a link. 
Track packages only on the carrier’s 
website by entering the tracking 
numbers.

n  Fraudulent Charities – Scammers 
know that this is the best time for 
giving and will pose as legitimate 
charities or needy individuals soliciting 
donations.

AWARENESS WHEN  
SHOPPING IN PERSON
More people are getting out and shopping 
in stores. While taking precautions against 
coronavirus and the flu, don’t forget to 
protect yourself from crime. 
When shopping in person, here are a few 
safety tips to keep in mind:

n  Take only the credit cards you need 
when shopping. Leave the others in a 
safe place at home.

n  Make sure your credit card is not easily 
visible to others around you. This is 
especially true for older cards with 
numbers on the front. Some crooks 
can memorize your card number with a 
simple glance. 

n  When talking on your cell phone, 
be mindful of your surroundings. 
Distracted people are targets.

n  Always keep your purse or wallet  
close to you. 

Trending 
in the
Right 
Direction
Over the past eight years, the Desert Ridge Community Awareness 
Committee has worked closely with the City of Phoenix Police 
Department, Silent Witness, and Urban Tactical Security (UTS) to devise 
strategies that reduce crime and increase awareness in our community. 
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n  Do not carry excessive or unnecessary 
cash on you.

n  Shop in the daylight, if possible. When 
shopping after dark, always park in a 
well-lit area. 

n  When you park your vehicle, do not 
leave your purse, wallet, cell phone, or 
any purchases from a previous stop in 
plain view. 

n  When you return to your vehicle, scan 
the interior to be sure no one is hiding 
inside.

n  After putting packages in your 
vehicle, drive to a different row 
before going to another store. Do this 
even if you are simply going back to 
the same store.

n  Try not to park next to a larger vehicle 
that blocks your vision while you are 
entering or exiting your vehicle

n  Have your keys out and ready when 
approaching your vehicle

PROTECTING YOURSELF AT HOME
During the holidays, there are a few extra 
things to consider in order to better protect 
your family and possessions:

n  Make sure you have properly 
functioning smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors with fresh batteries

n  To help prevent vandalism, turn off 
inflatable decorations at a specific 
time. If convenient, bring them up 
to the front porch or close to the 
house.

n  Keep the front of the house well-lit and 
make sure that trees and bushes are 
trimmed so that doors and windows can 
easily be seen.

n  Keep an eye out for parcel deliveries; 
packages on porches are big targets

n  Do not leave boxes from your gift’s 
curbside or in plain site before or after 
the holidays. A box from a flat screen 
television, computer system, or other 

valuable purchase is advertising to a 
criminal that you have what they’re 
looking for.

A special thank you to Officer Tim 
Mitten and all our patrol officers for their 
on and off duty work in keeping our 
community safe.

Let’s continue to work together to increase 
awareness and keep crime in Desert Ridge 
trending in the right direction. 

WANT TO PLAY A BIGGER  
COMMUNITY ROLE IN 2021? 
If you’re interested in learning how 
to start a neighborhood block watch 
program or want information on how to 
participate in the Phoenix Neighborhood 
Patrol Program, please contact the Desert 
Ridge Community Association office at 
480-551-4553. 

APPRECIATION NOTE TO OUR ADVERTISERS
On behalf of the Communication Committee, we would like  
to express our sincerest thanks and appreciation to all our  

valued advertising partners that help make the Desert Ridge  
Lifestyles magazine such a huge success every year. 

We hope that we have met all your expectations throughout the  
year, and we look forward to having your continuous partnership  

and contributions in the Desert Ridge Lifestyles magazine.  
We wish you, your families and company a very joyous  

and prosperous holiday and thank you once again  
for being a valued advertising partner. 
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Community Association

YOUR COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 2021 ASSESSMENTS—WORKING FOR YOU

LANDSCAPE 
MAINTENANCE

39.4%

LANDSCAPE 
REVENUE SHARE

8.8%

RESERVE 
FUNDING

7.7%

PATROLS

 5.0%
LIFESTYLES

4.5%

UTILITIES

5.2%

As a member of Desert Ridge Community Association (Master Association), you may be uncertain about what is covered by your master 
association 2021 annual assessment of $444.00 (paid semi-annually in the amount of $222.00 each January 1st and July 1st).  
The following expense allocations are based on the approved DRCA 2021 Budget illustrating how the Master Association typically applies your 
annual assessment of $444.00:

Landscape  $175.07 (39.4%) For the contracted landscape services related to the common areas streetscape, maintenance services, 
Maintenance  irrigation repairs, tree trimming, weed control, etc.

Administration   $58.42 (13.2%) For expenses related to the annual audit, taxes, licenses, insurance, legal services, consulting, postage, 
  statements, reserve study, website, meetings, bad debt, collection costs and management related 
  expenses & fees.

On–Site Expenses  $71.84 (16.2%) Contracted staffing costs for the five (5) on-site staff working for the master association and office rent/lease.
Landscape   $39.26 (8.8%) For the landscape maintenance assessments to maintain the common area within Aviano neighborhood
Revenue Share   that is the maintenance responsibility of the Desert Ridge Community Association.

Reserve Funding $34.17 (7.7%) For capital reserves that includes future replacement of capital items in the master association common 
  area for monuments, bollard light fixtures, decomposed granite, Central Irrigation Controller System,
  walls/fencing, etc.

Community  $19.91 (4.5%) For expenses related to Desert Ridge Lifestyles events, programs, socials, sponsorships, outreach, 
Lifestyles  magazine, promotion and advertising, website and activities.  

Community  $22.07 (5.0%) For common area community Off-Duty Phoenix Police Patrol, overnight parking enforcement
Patrols  and vandalism.

Utilities $23.26 (5.2%) For water, sewer and electric expenses related to the common area streetscape, medians, washes & 
  monuments.

ADMINISTRATION

13.2%

ON-SITE
EXPENSES

16.2%

5415 E. High Street, Suite 133, Phoenix AZ 85054     I     Phone: 480-551-4550    I     Email: desertridge.az@fsresidential.com

DRCA 2021 BUDGETED OPERATING EXPENSES
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Community Association

DESERT RIDGE COLLECTION POLICY

5415 E. High Street, Suite 133, Phoenix AZ 85054     I     Phone: 480-551-4550     I     Email: desertridge.az@fsresidential.com

ITEM VALUE COMMENT

Assessment Frequency SA January 1 and July 1

Statement Mailing Semi- Annual Statements sent USPS 1st Class Mail to billing address for the 
  Owner on file with the Association

Late Date 15th 

Late Charge $15.00 

Late Interest N/A 

Rebill Date 16th 

Rebill Amount $20.00 / $30.00 Will increase to $30.00 effective July 1, 2021

Pre-legal Demand Letter Date Sent at 45 days Pre-Legal fees shall be charged to and collected from the delinquent  
  homeowner, per the “no-cost to the Association model.

  Demand is sent 30 days after the Rebill and account has at least  
  1 FULL assessment delinquent

Pre-legal Demand Letter Amount $75.00 

Pre-legal Final Demand Letter Date Sent at 60 days Final Demand sent both Standard USPS Mail and Certified Mail with a  
  review of the account to verify 1 FULL assessment is still delinquent

  Final Demand sent via USPS 1st Class Mail to the unit address along with  
  standard delivery to the billing address that the Association has on file for  
  the Owner (if the billing address is different than the unit address)

Pre-legal Final Demand Letter Amount $170.00 Fee includes any/all postage and handling

Lien Date Prepared at  Lien is sent to the Desert Ridge Collections Attorney for review/signature and 
 75-80 days then sent back to FSR in order for FSR to record the lien with Maricopa County

Lien Amount $340.00 This includes the recording of lien and the release of lien when delinquency  
  has been cured.

Collection Date 30 days from  Once lien is recorded, account will be transferred to the Association’s 
 Final Demand collection Attorney for any collection work needed 

Fee for Transfer to Collection Attorney $95.00 Transfer to Maxwell & Morgan, P.C., who will proceed with collection  
  activity which could include sending demand letters and proceeding with 
  legal action at attorneys’ rates.

NOTE: Owners are responsible for payment of all amounts including, without limitation, assessments, late charges, collection costs, attorneys’ 
fees and court costs, regardless of whether the Owner has received a statement or any of the letters, notices or liens referenced in this 
collection policy. The failure of the Association to send a bill, letter or lien to the Owner shall not relieve the Owner of the obligation to pay 
for all assessments, late charges, collection costs, attorneys’ fees and court costs.                              Revised & Adopted: September 23,2020

31

|   Desert Ridge Lifestyles   |   Spring 2015

ASSOCIATION & COMMUNITY NEWS

Fall/Holiday 2020   |   Desert Ridge Lifestyles   |desertridgelifestyles.com



The trails and parks owned and 
operated by the City of Phoenix 
are separate from State Trust Land 
and have different rules. Hiking 
trails in the City of Phoenix are for 
pedestrians, bicycles, and horses. 
There are no motorized vehicles 
allowed on any trails in city parks, 
and dogs are required to be on a 
leash. Users are also required to stay 
on the trails and not go off into the 
open areas around the trails. Most 
trails and parks have the specific 
uses posted at the entrances or 
in the parking lots if there is one. 
Please review them prior to using 
the trail system. It is also imperative 
to observe some basic safety rules 
like always tell someone where you 
went hiking, bring plenty of water, a 
cell phone, wear appropriate clothes, 
hats, sunblock, and shoes for hiking, 
and know your limitations. For more 
information on using the City of 
Phoenix Parks, go to www.phoenix.
gov/parks. 

Many master planned communities 
or neighborhoods have a trail system 
through their neighborhoods that 
are privately owned. Most have 
similar rules as to the hiking trails 
and do not allow motorized vehicles 
of any kind on them, so a rider of 
a motorized vehicle on a private 
trail could be cited for trespassing, 
even if they are a resident of that 
community. ATV and other off-road 
vehicle riders need to be aware of the 
laws that govern their use to avoid 
any criminal charges. There are many 
open areas that these riders can go to 
so they can fully enjoy the ATV. For 
more information on places to ride, 
go to www.azstateparks.com/ohv. 

Many of the open land in and 
surrounding the City of Phoenix 
is State Trust Land managed by 
the State of Arizona State Land 
Department. It is essential to know 

that Arizona Trust Land is NOT 
public land. A recreational permit 
is required to be on State Trust land 
designated as open for recreation, 
but NOT all State Trust land is 
open for recreational purposes. 
The recreational permit allows 
you to hike, bike, horseback ride, 
bicycle, photography, bird watching, 
sightseeing, and camping (up to 14 
days per year).  It DOES NOT allow 
you to target shoot, paintball, airsoft, 
recreational flying (ultralights), 
fireworks, sand railing, or off-road 
driving using dirt bikes or ATV’s. 

There are also City of Phoenix City 
Codes that prohibit any motorized 
vehicles from being put on a dirt 
surface. The citations for violating 
this city code and operating a vehicle 
on a dirt surface can be hefty. Both 
officers from the Phoenix Police 
Department and the Maricopa 
County Sheriff’s office will take 
enforcement action on vehicles 
found in State Trust Land or 
any open desert area. The use of 
vehicles on dirt causes pollution, 
and the County is monitored for dirt 
pollution. The Federal government 
does have highway funds, which 
could potentially be reduced if dust 
pollution is not controlled. There 
are many historical, cultural, or 

prehistoric ruins and archaeological 
sites in our State Trust lands that 
are not to be disturbed as well as 
removing rocks, cacti, saguaro or 
cholla skeletons, plants, or firewood. 
For more information on obtaining a 
permit or the use of State Trust lands, 
go to www.land.state.az.us. 

Proper use of our beautiful open 
spaces, desert environment, and 
resources is every Arizonian’s 
responsibility. We should all be able 
to enjoy the land, private property 
trails, and parks together, without 
disturbance by those who wish to 
be irresponsible, act in a criminal 
manner, and destroy our land or 
property. The west is this country’s 
last bastion of openness in the lower 
48, and it is our responsibility to 
protect and preserve it as best as 
possible while allowing all citizens 
access to use it. I encourage everyone 
to remind themselves, their children, 
and others of the proper use of trails, 
private property, and open land. If 
anything of a criminal or suspicious 
nature is observed, please call the 
Phoenix Police Department at 
602-262-6151 or 911 in an emergency. 
I can be reached at 602-495-5238 
or tim.mitten@phoenix.gov for 
questions regarding this or any  
other issue. Thank you.

Officer Tim Mitten
Community Action Officer
Phoenix Police Department
Black Mountain Precinct

ATV’s and State Trust Lands

Being an Arizona 
native (yes, there are 
some of us out there), 

I was raised in and 
enjoy the openness 
of the lands of our 

wonderful state. Even 
though I grew up in 
the city, I had many 
opportunities to go 
out and enjoy the 
many recreational 
activities of the 

Arizona desert. The 
City of Phoenix 
has integrated 
the responsible 

preservation and use 
of these lands in many 
mountain preserves, 

hiking trails, city 
parks, and master 

planned communities. 
The City of Phoenix 
Parks Department 
is responsible for 

managing the hiking 
trails and parks 

owned and operated 
by the City of 

Phoenix.
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Q: How will Virtual Block Watch assist the Phoenix 
Police Department?

A:  VBW will assist detectives by collaborating with 
the virtual community who may have captured 
digital evidence of a crime for prosecution.

Q: Do you recommended any specific security 
camera system?

A:  This will be completely up to the owner’s 
discretion. It is recommended that cameras  
are at a resolution of 1080p for a clear picture, 
but a 720p system can be registered with VBW.  
A DVR with a 30-day retention is preferred.

Q: Does the Police Department have remote  
access to my security camera system?

A:  No. Virtual Block Watch will not have any type  
of streaming capabilities or live feed from  
your CCTV system. The Police Department  
will have the address of the registered system  
along with the directions of the camera views.

Q: If my security camera system captures a criminal 
or crime, will I be required to testify in court?

A:  No. Once the Police Department copies the 
portion of video needed for prosecution, the 
Police Department will testify on the digital 
evidence collected from your security  
camera system.

HELP THE POLICE SOLVE CRIME BY REGISTERING YOUR SECURITY CAMERA SYSTEM TODAY!
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Black Mountain Precinct    |    33355 N. Cave Creek Road, Phoenix, AZ 85331    |    602-495-5002

HOW DO I SIGN UP?
www.phoenix.gov/police/virtualblockwatch or 

email your question to: virtualblockwatch@phoenix.gov

...AND REMEMBER, IF YOU
SEE SOMETHING? SAY SOMETHING!

Call 911       |       Crime Stop  602-262-6151       |       Silent Witness  480-WITNESS
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WHAT YOUR DRCA BOARD DOES FOR YOU
and our community

Community Association

Our community is fortunate to have a local 
farmers market here in Desert Ridge on 
High Street. If you haven’t shopped there 
before, consider the many advantages of 
patronizing our local merchants.

Farmers markets have gained popularity 
in the last few years as more and more 
consumers have come to enjoy the very 
fresh, locally grown produce, baked 
goods, eggs, dairy products, poultry 
and meats they offer. Farmers markets 
provide other benefits as well—to 
shoppers and local economies, as 
well as to the environment. Locally 
grown produce requires less fossil fuel 
to transport, which reduces pollution 
and noise, and less packaging—thus, 
less trash—than what is found in most 
supermarkets. And more often than 
not, farmers markets offer organically 

grown or pesticide-free produce, which 
is better for the environment as well as 
better for consumers’ health. 

Farmers markets also stimulate local 

economies by providing a secure place 
for small-scale local producers to sell 
their products, and a regular cash flow to 
local farmers. And when local farmers 
and producers prosper, they are better 
able to support other types of local 
businesses. Some retailers adjacent to 
farmers markets have seen an increase in 
their own sales by as much as 30 percent 
on market days.

Another advantage to having a farmers 
market in our community is the social 
interaction between our community 
residents, as well as between neighbors. 
We encourage you to support the 
High Street Farmers Market, because 
without your support and patronage 
there would not be a community 
market in Desert Ridge. 

As a recognized community association, our 
community has a board to help our association 
run smoothly. The board consists of volunteers 
who execute a wide variety of tasks you may 
not be aware of; however, their work affects 
every single resident. 

One of the most important things the 
board does is create and enforce the 
association rules. While some residents may 
not like being told what they can and can’t 
do, ultimately the board is looking out for 
the greater good. By enforcing the rules, 
the board is doing its best to keep property 
value up and conflicts down. Of course, 
the board wants to make sure the rules are 
beneficial for the majority—and hopefully 

all—residents. You are welcome to raise 
concerns about the rules at the open board 
meetings.

Another major responsibility of the board 
is to collect assessments from homeowners. 
Collecting this money is important for the 
stability of the association, because the 
assessments pay for the common elements 
enjoyed by all residents. Assessments also 
help to replenish the reserve funds, which 
pay for any major repairs the association 
may need. The board is responsible for 
the association’s finances, and collecting 
assessments is how it ensures that the 
association remains solvent.

Finally, the board acts on behalf of the 

association by hiring managers, attorneys, 
contractors and other professionals who 
help better the association. Board members 
also help conceive and lead many of the 
projects that will improve the community.

While it’s a big job, board members are 
happy to serve the residents and make the 
community a great place to call home. 
So why not learn more about what these 
volunteers do by talking to your board 
members, attending an open board meeting, 
volunteering to serve on a committee or 
even running for a seat on the board during 
our next election. The more people we have 
looking out for our association, the stronger 
and better it will be.

WHY SHOP & SUPPORT OUR 
community farmers market
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Well-regarded as a successful entrepreneur, Douglas J. Dickson 
has decades of service on many nonprofit boards in Phoenix.  He 
understands the importance of giving back and being actively involved 
– not just to his own community, but in the greater community as well.

He has lived in Desert Ridge since 2001.  Doug and Reginald Younger, 
Jr. are our most senior DRCA board members, both having been 
elected on the same date in 2009.  He currently serves as the DRCA 
board president, a position he has held since 2010.

Doug is a Cum Laude graduate from Arizona State University 
W.P. Carey School of Business.  He is also a Certified Manager of 
Community Associations (CMCA®), a designation that recognizes the 
mastery of knowledge required to manage community associations.

When he’s not volunteering, Doug is the owner of several small 
businesses including Print Source 1, Seminar Direct and Phoenix 
Cavaliers.  His hobbies include paddle boarding, hiking, working out, 
SCUBA diving, playing rugby and travel.

MEET YOUR COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Board of Directors
PRESIDENT
Desert Ridge Community Association 

Douglas J. Dickson
Board Member: 2009–present
Finance Committee Member: 2009–present
Community Awareness Committee: 2009–present
Board President: 2010–present

Reginald Younger Jr; a proud resident of Desert Ridge since 2006 
has served on the DRCA Board of Directors since 2009. He also 
serves on the Desert View Village Planning Committee District II 
under Vice Mayor Jim Waring. He was named the 2016 and 2017 
Volunteer of the year for the Arizona Girls Lacrosse Association 
and is the head JV Coach for Pinnacle High School Club Lacrosse 
and provides mental performance training through his private 
practice as President of the VRC Sports Psychology Performance 
Group, which began in 2013.

He earned his Master’s degree in Sports and Exercise Psychology, 
Post Masters in Marriage and Family Therapy from Northcentral 
University and is currently working on licensure in Marriage and 
Family Therapy.  He is a current member of the APA AASP and was 
recently appointed to the board of the Council for At Risk Student 
Education and Professional Standards. Reggie enjoys specializing in 
assisting families to find a healthy balance within their lives.

Reggie’s interests are open wheel auto racing, car shows, spending 
time with his dogs, and coaching lacrosse. He has a passion for 
gourmet cooking and watching DYI and cooking shows. You may 
find him on his regular walks, taking in the ambiance of Desert 
Ridge and the beautiful parks. He loves our little city of Desert 
Ridge and loves contributing to his community. Desert Ridge is a 
wonderful and exciting place to live, work, and play. I hope to see 
you “Live” at one of our board meetings once the pandemic is over. 
Please feel free to say hello.

VICE PRESIDENT
Desert Ridge  
Community Association 

Reginald Younger, Jr.
Public Affairs 
Committee (Chair) 

n Desert View Village Committee Member – City of Phoenix
n The Desert Ridge Foundation – Board Member
n Operation H.O.P.E. Task Force Member,  

City of Phoenix Police Dept. Anti-heroin Task Force
n Black Mountain Boulevard - Stakeholders Group Member
n Desert Ridge Dog Park - Development Committee
n Reach 11 Art Development Committee Member
n Republican Party Precinct Committeeman
n Republican Party LD15 Executive Board Member
n Phoenix Neighborhood Patrol – Certified Member
n Phoenix Theatre Guild Board - Member and Officer
n Salvation Army Advisory Council
n Arizona State University Sun Angel Advisory Board
n Team Member, Arizona State University Rugby Team
n Tempe Touchdown Club
n President of MAPLE Neighborhood Association 
n Member and Officer of Phoenix Active 20/30’s Club
n Arizona Easter Seal Community Development Committee
n Board member Arizona Opera League
n Arizona Real Estate Licensee
n Member of Mensa 

Other Public Service and Charitable Activity:
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Community Association

INTERESTING FACTS 
ABOUT YOUR

COMMUNITY

To register and set up your account 
access today, please follow the  
8 steps below:

1 Please obtain access to http://arizona.
fsrconnect.com/desertridge in a 
browser window.

2Scroll to the bottom of the page 
 to the Resident Access section  
and select “Create Account.” 

3Fill in your First Name, Last Name 
and Email Address.  Click REGISTER 
(a captcha verification process is 
presented you will need to click the 
relevant pictures until there are no 
more and click the VERIFY button).

4Sign onto your email account.  A 
VERIFICATION CODE will be sent 
to your email from residentportal@
rp.connectresident.com  (the 
verification code will expire in 10 
minutes). Enter the verification code 
into the registration screen presented.  
Click REGISTER. 

5Once the email address is verified,  
a screen will be prompting for  
creation of a PASSWORD. 

6After the password is created 
successfully, the Login Page to the 
portal will be presented.  From here 
enter in your email and password.  
Click LOGIN.

7Accept the “Terms & Conditions” by 
clicking the box “I AGREE” and click 
the pink box “CONTINUE.”

8 Final step is to link your unit to your 
login profile by either the PROPERTY 
ADDRESS or your 12-digit 
ACCOUNT NUMBER.

Should you experience any issues with 
registration, please contact our FirstService 
Residential 24/7 Customer Care Center 
at (480) 551-4300 to assist with any issue 
you may have with the online account 
registration and/or access process. Below are 
some of the most frequently asked questions 
concerning homeowner’s accounts with the 
Desert Ridge Community Association. 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s):

1 What information do I have access 
to online?
n From the “Main Dashboard,” you 

can access communities governing 
documents, meeting minutes, 
financials, community specific 
documents, the association calendar, 
current/past architectural requests 
and violations if applicable.

n By clicking on “My Balance” you can 
view the various account options 
you have for viewing your account 
balance, address, etc.

2Can a Desert Ridge homeowner with 
more than one property in Desert Ridge 
view multiple Desert Ridge properties in 
FSR Connect Desert Ridge?
n Yes, owners of multiple homes can 

see all units through the same 
website/login.

3Are you aware it’s the responsibility 
of the homeowner to ensure your 
billing address is kept current with 
the association? 
n Please make sure your billing address 

is correct in Connect. Should you 
need to request a billing address 
change, please email your request to 
addresschanges.az@fsresidential.com.

4 How do I request a fee waiver?
n  If your HOA assessments are 

current, please submit your 
request online by visiting: https://
www.fsresidential.com/arizona/
homeowners/fee-waiver-request  

5 How do I request an account name 
change or change of ownership?
n FirstService Residential  will need 

a copy of a legal document such as 
a Deed or marriage license, death 
certificate, etc., these items may 
be emailed to RnDresearch.az@
fsresidential.com.

6 I received notification my account 
is currently in the Pre-Legal process. 
What action must I take on my part?
n You will need to follow the directions 

in the letters that have been sent to 
you. Please reach out to the Pre-Legal 
Team IMMEDIATELY to discuss 
your account by emailing them at, 
PreLegal.az@fsresidential.com

7 I received notification my account 
is currently being handled at the 
association’s attorney’s office.   
What do I do?
n  Please contact the law firm 

IMMEDIATELY, to discuss your 
account and request account 
information.  

8I’m a property manager/accountant 
and I need access to my client’s FSR 
Connect Desert Ridge portal.  
How do I obtain access?
n Please send your signed authorization 

to RnDresearch.az@fsresidential.com

REGISTER TO VIEW YOUR 
ACCOUNT ONLINE 24/7
Did you know that you can view your Desert Ridge Community 
Association (Master Association) account balance, association 
documents, meeting minutes, calendar, etc. online 24/7 via the 
FirstService Residential (FSR) Connect Desert Ridge Portal? 
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With the Holiday Lighting Contest we 
usually receive several questions in regards 
to when the lights can be displayed. In 
the spirit of the holidays and to ensure 
your holiday lighting/decorations do not 
become a nuisance to your neighbors and 
the community, please note holiday lighting/
decorations that directly correspond to 
specific and generally recognized events 
may be displayed for a period of seven (7) 
days preceding the specific calendar holiday 
and must be removed within three (3) days 
following the holiday.

The only exception to the above pertains 
to holiday lighting/decorations for holidays 
in the month of December, which allows 
holiday lighting/decorations to be displayed 

immediately preceding the Thanksgiving 
holiday and must be removed no later than 
January 7th.

Holiday lighting/decorations can be displayed 
only on the dwelling of the owner’s lot/
unit. Please note that no holiday lighting/
decorations shall be installed by a lot/unit 
owner within or on the common area and/
or the common elements.  In addition, 
electricity for holiday lighting/decorations 
must be provided from the dwelling unit/lot 
and may not be derived from the common 
area power source and/or facility.

Should you have any questions or concerns in 
regards to holiday lighting, please contact our 
office at 480-551-4563 so we can assist you.

Are You Interested In Serving On The
Desert Ridge Community Association Board Of Directors?

We Will Be Electing  
FOUR (4) Board  
Members in April 2021
Serving on the Board of Directors  
is a great way to make an impact  
in your community!

Milestones to Remember: 
JANUARY 2021
A request for board candidates form will be included with your January 1, 2021  
assessment statement notice and will also be sent via eblast to all members on  
January 28th.

MID-FEBRUARY 2021
Board Candidate forms are due back to the Community Association by  
Friday, February 12th at 5:00 PM.
Meet & Greet the Board Candidates at 11:00 AM, Sunday, February 21st  
at the High Street Farmers Market DRCA booth.
Meet & Greet the Board Candidates at 6:00 PM, Wednesday, February 24th  
at the DRCA Board of Directors Meeting.

MID-MARCH 2021
Meet & Greet the Board Candidates at 11:00 AM, Sunday, March 14th  
at the High Street Farmers Market DRCA booth.
Electronic (e-Voting) election and ballot information for electing the candidates  
to the Board of Directors will be sent to all members on Friday, March 19th.

APRIL 22, 2021
DRCA Annual Meeting of Members and announcement of election results.

More information will be sent during the 
approaching months. Please stay connected 
to the Desert Ridge Lifestyles community 
magazine, desertridgelifestyles.com website and 
community eblasts and mailings.

If you think you may be interested in serving 
and would like to speak with a current board 
member, please contact us at desertridge.az@
fsresidential.com.

MAKE A RESOLUTION TO GET MORE INVOLVED IN YOUR COMMUNITY!!
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Although the Desert Ridge Community 
Association assessment statements are 
mailed 60 days prior to the January 1st 
and July 1st due dates, homeowners are 
encouraged to sign up for E-statements for 
their semi-annual assessment statements.  
Yes, E-statements will not only save your 
association in printing and postage costs, 
but it will also save our homeowners from 
incurring late charges, rebill fees and other 

related legal collection costs when your 
assessments are not paid by the January 
1st or July 1st due date each year.  Keep in 
mind that the Desert Ridge Community 
Association CC&R’s and Bylaws states, 
that the failure of the Association to 
send a bill to an Owner shall not relieve 
such Owner of their obligation to pay the 
assessment that is owed the Association 
by or before the due date.

Convenient, Secure eStatements from FirstService Residential
As we all plan and look forward to 2021, what better way to begin the new 
year than to sign-up NOW to receive your future semi-annual assessment 
statements electronically as opposed to relying on the USPS to deliver your 
mail on what have become their scheduled and appointed time.

WE HAVE MADE REGISTERING FOR eSTATEMENTS QUICK 
AND EASY. JUST FOLLOW FOUR SIMPLE STEPS!

FIRSTSERVICE RESIDENTIAL IS HAPPY 
TO ANNOUNCE THAT YOU CAN NOW 
RECEIVE YOUR ASSESSMENT eSTATEMENT 
ELECTRONICALLY!

FIRSTSERVICE RESIDENTIAL’S NEW  
eSTATEMENT PROGRAM IS:
n  Convenient. Check eStatements anytime, 

anywhere. Simply log in and view up to  
one year of complete online statements.

n  Secure. Choosing eStatements protects 
users from potential fraud and identity theft 
by eliminating unnecessary paper statement 
mailings that include personal account 
information.

n  Green. eStatements reduce paper 
consumption and carbon footprints, making 
them the better environmental option.

REGISTER NOW AT:  
secure.welcomelink.com/estatements/mg/rg

What happens if my email address 
changes or is discontinued for any reason?
If your email address changes or is discontinued, 
you will need to log in to the website and update 
your account information. Click on “My Account” 
and update your email address. A verification 
email will be sent to your new email account and 
eStatement delivery will continue normally.
What if I have multiple accounts?
You may register all your accounts with one login. 
Make sure to have all of your account information 
available when you register, then click “Add 
Additional Account” until all accounts are set up.
What if I forget my login password?
Visit the eStatements website and click on 
“Forgot Your Password?” A password reminder 
will be sent to your email account.
Is the website secure?
The eStatement website uses modern encryption 
technology and is VeriSign Trusted. For more 
information about encryption security, please 
visit https://trustsealinfo.verisign.com.
Who do I contact if I have questions?
If you have questions regarding your account or 
the contents of your statement, call FirstService 
Residential’s Customer Care Center at (212) 
634-8911. For technical support with the website 
or creating your login, call (866) 428-0800, or 
email team@welcomelink.com.

Contact Customer Support at (866) 428-0800 to set up your account now! 
Or email: team@welcomelink.com

Go to: https://secure.welcomelink.com/estatements/mg/rg 
Enter the basic account information from your most recent statement.

1 Create Your eStatement Account

2 Verify Your Email Address

Next, you will receive a verication email. Click on the link in the email to 
verify your email address and complete your eStatement registration.

3 Complete Your Security Set-Up

After we have veried your email address, you will be asked to set up a security 
question and create your password.

4 View Your Statements

Click on the PDF icon to view your statements. Each month you will receive 
an email when your latest statement is ready for viewing.
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Figure 3 Figure 4

Matt Keel is the Director of Instruction at Wildfire 
Golf Club located at the JW Marriott at Desert 
Ridge.  For any questions or information about golf 
lessons, email Matt at Mattkeel@pga.com or visit 
the website www.Mattkeelgolf.com. 

By Matt Keel

When I am deciding on the next 
topic I want to write about; I look 
for corrections to simple mistakes, 
I see golfers make on a consistent 
basis.  One simple mistake I see 
golfers make is not differentiating 

between how to hit a standard 
pitch shot and a bunker shot.  I 
see golfers who hit a pitch shot 
like they should hit a bunker shot 
and hit a bunker shot like they 
should hit a pitch shot.  There are 
three small changes you can make 
to your alignment, clubface, and 

PITCHING 
VS. BUNKER

Figure 1 Figure 2

finish that will help you shave 
some strokes off your game.   

When setting up for a pitch shot, 
first line your clubface, to your 
target. Next, align your body, 
so it is also square to your target 
line.  Figure 1 shows this setup.  
When you hit a pitch shot, it is 
important to finish your swing 
with the toe of the club pointing 
up.  If you are finishing with the 
clubface pointing upward, you 
are likely to blade the ball.  So, 
make sure the toe of your club 
is pointing upward at the end 
of your swing.  Figure 2 shows 
the club position with the toe 
pointing upward.  

 A bunker shot should be 
approached differently.  First, 
align your clubface open to the 
right of your target. Next, align 
your body left of your target.  
Figure 3 shows how to line up 
for a bunker shot.  When you 

finish your swing for a bunker 
shot, it is important to make 
sure the face of the club is 
facing up at the end.  If the toe 
of the club finishes pointing 
upward, you are likely going 
to take too much sand, or else 
you may hit the ball before the 
sand.  So, make sure the face of 
your club is pointing upward at 
the end of your swing.  Figure 4 
shows the club position with the 
toe pointing upward.  

When you are hitting a pitch, 
you are on grass, and when 
hitting a bunker shot, you 
are hitting out of the sand.  
Because the surfaces you 
are hitting from differ, you 
need to approach the shots 
differently.  Understanding 
these small differences will 
help you drop a few strokes 
off your score.

PITCHING
VS. BUNKER

40 |   Desert Ridge Lifestyles   |   Fall/Holiday 2020

HEALTH & WELLNESS

desertridgelifestyles.com



The Manor Village At Desert Ridge
Senior Living Community

Conveniently located in the heart of well-known Desert Ridge, The Manor Village is 
centrally located and is close to several major retail amenity areas, as well as shopping 

centers, grocery stores, hospitals, and park areas. The unique Independent Living, 
Assisted Living and Our Hearts Memory Care Lifestyles provide a wide range of services 
and amenities where Residents remain as independent as possible. We look forward to 

welcoming you to The Community with Heart! 

The Manor Village at Desert Ridge
5560 E. Deer Valley Drive  Phoenix, AZ 85054 | 480.248.3288  |  themanorvillageusa.com

In our continuing effort to improve our Elegant Senior Housing Communities, The Manor Village Life Centers, Inc. reserves the right to modify the interior and exterior design, specifications, location, size, design features, 
services and amenities and pricing without PRIOR notice. This literature is for “marketing purpose” only and no representations of any type are made by this marketing material, which are subject to change without notice. 
Please consult The Manor Village Life Center Marketing and Lifestyle Marketing Coordinator for further information.

COMING EARLY 2021
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Desert Ridge is a master 
planned community 
development that is 
comprised of 5,700 
acres of undeveloped 
Arizona Public Trust 
Land, resulting from 
a unique public and 
private relationship 
created via a planning 
permit issued under 
the State of Arizona 
Urban Land Act.  The 
map depicts how the 
original 5,700 acres 
were demised into 
Superblock parcels 
for public auction by 
the Arizona State Land 
Department (ASLD) for 
funding that benefits 
Arizona schools, and 
Desert Ridge planned 
development.  To date, 
Desert Ridge is only 
about 42% built-out…
and still developing!
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Since 1994, AAA Landscape has been the Desert Ridge Community 
Association preferred landscape maintenance service provider 
and community partner, providing a multitude of landscape 
designs, installations and maintenance services to the community 
throughout the years. We value tremendously the community 
partnership and the amazing relationships we have developed 
with the community residents over the past 24 years! We look 
forward to many more years of providing landscape maintenance 
services that will ensure Desert Ridge remains one of the most 

desired destination communities in all of Phoenix.

AAA Landscape would like to thank the Desert Ridge residents for 
the continued opportunity to serve your community and allowing 
us to be an integral part of the next generation of Desert Ridge 

development, growth and change to come!

I am honored to serve as the Principal of Fireside 
Elementary School! Fireside is an incredible community 
that has welcomed me with open arms and overwhelming 
kindness. I am excited to be part of the team working hard 
daily to support PVSchools’ students in their “Journey 
Of Excellence.” As Principal, I look forward to working 
together to support all students in meeting our district 
vision, where “students will be the leaders of tomorrow 
with the skills, knowledge, and confidence to realize their dreams in an ever-changing world.”

Born and raised in a coastal suburb of California, I moved to Arizona over a decade ago with my husband and two 
daughters. Moving to Arizona was a big change! We spend a good deal of time exploring this beautiful state and 
feel there is a great deal to discover. While not at Fireside, you can find me on the hiking trails, behind a good book, 
hanging out with my husband and daughters, or walking my dog. 

I come from a long line of USC Trojans and obtained a bachelor’s degree, master’s 
degree, and a doctorate from the University of Southern California. My career in 
K-12 education began in 1996 in California, where I worked as both a teacher and an 
administrator at the site and district levels. Since then, I have been involved in many 
programs in both California and Arizona. I am proud to be an educator working to 
support and guide students through their middle school years.

Dr. Danielle Else

Meet Your Principal 
Fireside Elementary School
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ALL TREATS, NO TRICKS
enter to win
Entries Accepted:  
October 1—October 31
Now - October 31, pick your poison and get 
spooked with a chance to win $400 in gift 
cards to IT SUGAR, H&M, Hot Topic and 
Target. Visit shopdesertridge.com/treats to 
enter. 

CLASSICS IN THE COURTYARD
Sundays at 6 pm
September 20—October 25
The Barnes & Noble Courtyard
Bring your blanket or snag a safe-distance 
seat to picnic with takeout eats and timeless 
Hollywood hits at Classics in The Courtyard! 
Grab eats to enjoy during the show with 
exclusive $10 movie meals available at 
your favorite eateries including Barrio 
Queen, Flower Child, Slices and more. Visit 
shopdesertridge.com/classic for details. *Seating 
is available on a first come, first serve basis

MOONLIT  
MONSTERS + MUNCHES
October 24
5:30 pm—7:30 pm
Throughout The District
Moonlit Monsters + Munches takes over The 
District this October 24th. Stalk through in 
your Halloween best to snag safely-packaged 
sweets, hear live music and marvel at larger-
than-life, monstrous murals painted and 
propped up high. Plus, the first 500 ghoulish 
guests get a sketchy art pad takeaway. Visit 
shopdesertridge.com/monsters for details.  

SPIDER INSTALLATION
On view, October 1—October 31
Oh, Snap…A Spider! Get tangled up in 
our wicked web of creepy crawlers and 
take a scary-good selfie at our newest art 
installation. Located inside The District near 
The District Stage. 

LIVE MUSIC
Live Music is back with outdoor ambiance 
for limited audiences every Friday and 
Saturday evening from 7 pm to 10 pm. Visit 
shopdesertridge.com for the full lineup. 

ARTSCAPES
On view for a limited time
A window wonderland of art is on display in 
The District. Stroll through and snap shots  
of over 6 unique window installations 
featuring glowing snow cones, soaring 
bombers, paint splashes and more at Artscapes! 
Visit shopdesertridge.com/art for details. 

H&M MELTING POPSICLE 
Pop by H&M and post a pic to get a free $10 
gift card. Visit our melting popsicle treat near 
H&M and The District Stage for posting rules 
and more details. 
*While Supplies Last.

 REFORMED PILATES NOW OPEN
Get in tip-top shape this fall at the NEW 
Reformed Pilates! Located near Flower Child 
and The Beauty District – visit today for 
information on how to score a Founding Rate 
Membership and sign up for classes. 

BOB’S DISCOUNT  
FURNITURE NOW OPEN
Bob’s Discount Furniture is now open near 
DSW! Find stylish and affordable furniture 
and décor all while staying safe with no-
contact store pickup and shipping options. 

Events at Desert Ridge Marketplace
www.shopdesertridge.com
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FARMERS MARKET ON HIGH STREET 
EVERY SUNDAY 

STARTING OCTOBER 25, 2020
10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

ANNUAL VETERANS DAY 
APPRECIATION BREAKFAST 

MIMI’S CAFÉ 
WED., NOVEMBER 11, 2020

8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

2020 ANNUAL HOLIDAY LIGHTING 
AND DECORATING CONTEST

All entries must be received on 
Friday, November 27, 2020 

MON., NOVEMBER 30, 2020 
TO 

FRI., DECEMBER 18, 2020

MEETINGS & EVENTS
DRCA OFFICE

5415 E. High Street, Suite A-133, Phoenix, AZ  85054 
(Parking Garage on 54th Street)

CASHMAN PARK
22222 N. 44th Street, Phoenix, AZ  85050
(5:30 a.m–11 p.m.–Daily  n  602.262.6696)

PINNACLE PARK (DOG PARK)
20900 N. Black Mountain Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85050 

(5:30 a.m–11 p.m.–Daily  n  602.262.6696)

E V E N T SM E E T I N G S

ASSOCIATION
Desert Ridge Community 
Association ........................................480.551.4553
REGULAR HOURS 
Monday–Friday ................................ 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
EMAIL 
desertridge.az@fsresidential.com
24/7 Customer Care Center ..........480.551.4300

DRCA COMMITTEES
Communications Committee
communications@desertridgelifestyles.com
Lifestyles Committee 
lifestyles@desertridgelifestyles.com
Community Awareness Committee 
communityawareness@desertridgelifestyles.com
Design Review Committee
designreview@desertridgelifestyles.com
Finance Committee
finance@desertridgelifestyles.com
Nominating Committee
nominating@desertridgelifestyles.com
Public Affairs Committee
publicaffairs@desertridgelifestyles.com
SCP Parks Sub–Committee
scpparks@desertridgelifestyles.com

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
Vestar Branch .................................. 480.585.0170

PUBLIC SERVICES
Phoenix Water Department
M–F, 7:30 a.m.–5 p.m. .......................602.262.6251
Weekends, holidays, after 5 p.m. ..... 602.261.8000
Phoenix Police Department
Non–Emergency Crime Stop ...........602.262.6151
Vacation Watch ................................602.495.5002
Desert Ridge Silent Witness .......480.WITNESS
Phoenix Public Works
Trash/Recycling/Bulk Pick-up ..........602.262.7251
Arizona Game and Fish ............. 602.942.3000
Parks Forestry Department
Downed Trees in Right of Way ....... 602.262.9440
City of Phoenix Parks & Recreation,
Northeast Division ......................... 602.262.6696
Malfunctioning Traffic Signals ......602.262.6021
Streets/Street Sweeping ..................602.262.6441
Southwest Gas
Customer Service ..............................602.861.1999
APS, 24 hour line  .............................602.371.7171
(Includes Street Light Outtage)
US Post Office  .........................800.ASK.USPS
Boulder Hills      800.275.8777
2550 E. Rose Garden Ln., Phoenix, 85050

Cox Communications .....................623.594.1000
Centurylink ...................................... 800.244.1111
Green Pools ......................................602.506.6616
Maricopa County
Graffiti Busters ................................ 602.495.7014
Southwest Wildlife 
Conservation Center ....................... 480.471.9109
Dispatch–City 
24/7 Street Maintenance  
Concerns ........................................602.262.6441

SCHOOLS
Fireside Elementary .........................602.449.4700
Principal, Dr. Danielle Else
delse@pvschools.net
Wildfire Elementary ........................602.449.4300
Principal, Ryan Schoonover
rschoonover@pvschools.net 
Desert Trails Elementary ...............602.449.4100
Principal, Sarah Torrilhon
storrilhon@pvschools.net 
Explorer Middle School ..................602.449.4200
Principal, Kyle Shappee
kshappee@pvschools.net
Pinnacle High School..................... 602.449.4000
Principal, Chad J. Smith, Ed.D
chsmith@pvschools.net

*MEETINGS AND EVENTS DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.  ASSOCIATION MEMBERS AND/OR MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ONLY.

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
The above meetings dates/times are subject to change.  Please check 

desertridgelifestyles.com calendar to confirm scheduled dates/times for the meeting listed above. 

DRCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
6 p.m.

Via Zoom Teleconference Meeting
NO APRIL BOARD MEETING

WED., OCTOBER 28
WED., NOVEMBER 18

NO DECEMBER MEETING 
HOLIDAY RECESS

FINANCE COMMITTEE
9 a.m.

Via Zoom Teleconference Meeting 
TUES., OCTOBER 27

TUES., NOVEMBER 24
NO DECEMBER MEETING 

HOLIDAY RECESS

DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE
4 p.m.

Via Zoom Teleconference Meeting
TUES., OCTOBER 13

TUES., NOVEMBER 3 & 24
TUES., DECEMBER 15

TUES., JANUARY 5

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
6:30 p.m.

Via Zoom Teleconference Meeting 
THURS., OCTOBER 8

THURS., NOVEMBER 12
THURS., DECEMBER 10
THURS., JANUARY 14

LIFESTYLES COMMITTEE
6:30 p.m.

Via Zoom Teleconference Meeting
THURS., OCTOBER 15

THURS., NOVEMBER 19
THURS., DECEMBER 17
THURS., JANUARY 21

SCP PARKS SUB-COMMITTEE
4 p.m.

Via Zoom Teleconference Meeting 
WED., OCTOBER 14
WED., DECEMBER 9

PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
4:30 p.m.

Via Zoom Teleconference Meeting
WED., OCTOBER 21
WED., JANUARY 20

COMMUNITY AWARENESS COMMITTEE
6:30 p.m.

Via Zoom Teleconference Meeting 
TUES., JANUARY 19

DRCA OFFICE HOLIDAY CLOSURES
THANKSGIVING DAY
WED., NOVEMBER 25
THUR., NOVEMBER 26
FRI., NOVEMBER 27

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY RECESS
THURS., DECEMBER 24

FRI., DECEMBER 25
MON., DECEMBER 28
TUES., DECEMBER 29
WED., DECEMBER 30

NEW YEAR’S EVE
THURS., DECEMBER 31

NEW YEAR’S DAY
FRI., JANUARY 1

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY
MON., JANUARY 18

CAMBRIA HOTEL & SUITES
4425 E. Irma Ln.,

Phoenix, AZ 85050

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS & SUITES
4575 E. Irma Ln.,

Phoenix, AZ 85050
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Ste. 133
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17550 N. Perimeter Drive   |   Suite 160
Scottsdale, AZ  85255

The Henbest TeamThe Henbest Team Holly Henbest@HollyHenbesthollyhenbest

THE HENBEST TEAM  n  LOCAL EXPERTS
480.266.8785 n info@Henbest.com n Henbest.com

Partner with the BEST! The HenBEST Team!

AVIANO!
Desert View Lot!  |  Park Adjacent!

Aviano Community Amenities!
3,722 Square Feet  |  3 Car Garage

Living a blissful life is a journey
 and it starts here.

5415 East High Street
Ste. 220
Phoenix, Arizona 85054
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U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 5910

Phoenix, AZ


