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From the President

Here are a few of the highlights  
from 2019.

Community Survey
To better understand our 
community’s interests and 
concerns, we created and 
conducted a community 
satisfaction survey. Not only 
did it give us feedback on how 
our residents felt, but also 
provided information on areas 
for potential improvements. 
This survey led to many 
changes, including a greater 
focus on landscaping 
maintenance.

828 Architectural 
Submissions
The Design Review Committee 
evaluated a total of 828 
architectural submissions 

received from homeowners, 
builders/developers and 
sub-associations during 2019.  
This is a massive undertaking, 
but important to support our 
community guidelines and 
property values.

Remediation in Coconino  
and Yavapai Washes
Rick Engineering Company 
was engaged to perform an 
extensive erosion assessment 
of the Yavapai and Coconino 
washes. This assessment 
included a field reconnaissance 
of the washes totaling 
approximately, 8,800 linear 
feet.  After careful evaluation 
and several rounds of bidding, 
Buesing Corp was selected 
to do the remediation work 
in both washes at a total cost 

Doug Dickson

LOOKING BACK AT 2019

of $760,750. AAA Landscape 
was contracted to perform 
post-remediation clean-up and 
replacements in both washes at 
a cost of $50,000.  The actual 
cost for the entire project came 
in substantially under budget at 
$724,500.

Tree Trimming 
Working with AAA Landscape, 
we completed the 2019 Common 
Area Tree Trimming Project.  A 
total of 2,208 trees were trimmed 
and 17 trees removed.  The DRCA 
Board and our certified arborist 
oversaw all the work.  

Over $33 Million of Trees!
Working with AAA Landscape, 
we identified the common area 
trees that needed to be trimmed 
in 2020.  Based upon the certified 
arborist recommendations, a total 
of 3,615 trees will be trimmed 
valued at $33,252,000.

Vandal Proof Light Covers
Due to expensive and ongoing 
vandalism to the Coconino and 
Yavapai wash walkway light 
bollards, the board directed the 
Design Review Committee and 
management team to design and 
fabricate a new vandal proof light 
bollard cover.  Many designs were 
created and evaluated.  After 
many months of evaluation and 
testing, a total of 229 bollards were 
approved at a total cost of $45,000.  
Additionally, a vandal proof cover 
was designed for replacing the 

Every year, we look back and review the major accomplishments of the 
previous year. These are big projects that require a great deal of time, 
attention and detail; and most of them are outside of the scope of our 
Association’s every day business.  It always surprises me how much we’ve 
accomplished and the wide variety of obstacles we’ve overcome.  Last year 
was no exception.  

ceiling mounted light covers in wash 
tunnels at a cost of $9,540.

SUV Vehicle Purchase
The DRCA Board of Directors 
authorized the DRCA management 
team to obtain pricing for the 
purchase of an SUV hybrid or 
gasoline vehicle for use by staff 
during their regular inspections and 
other related business activities.  
This authorization also included 
pricing to have the Desert Ridge 
Community Association logo and 
trademark design on the vehicle.

New Guidelines for Artificial  
Turf and Address Markers
The board directed the Design 
Review Committee to develop 
a new policy for artificial turf 
in common areas.  The board 
also tasked the Design Review 
Committee and management team 
to develop and draft guidelines for 
residential address markers for the 
board review and consideration.

Annual Audit  
The board engaged the services 
of professionals relative to the 
distribution of the DRCA Annual 
Audit, Annual Budget and 
Reserve Study to the membership.
Each of these projects were 
major initiatives, requiring the 
coordination of many entities and 
individuals.  We’re proud of what 
we accomplished in 2019 and 
thank everyone who made this 
success possible. 
The year 2020 looks to be a 
challenging one, but together we  
can accomplish amazing things.   
On behalf of the DRCA Board,  
I thank you for your support and  
we look forward to seeing you in  
the neighborhood!

Doug Dickson, CMCA
President
Desert Ridge Community 
Association
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Join in
on the Fun

TUESDAY | APRIL 14 | 6-8 P.M.
THIRSTY LION GASTROPUB & GRILL

$7.50 per person 
Tickets must be purchased online and presented at event 

Watch for eblast or visit desertridgelifestyles.com
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From the Lifestyle Committee

Sharon Hooks

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
for Spring Fun

FARMERS MARKET
The Farmers Market on High Street hosted by 
Arizona Farmers Market, ScanlanKemperBard, 
and Desert Ridge Lifestyles continues to be a 
tremendous success every Sunday. The market 
takes place every Sunday from 10 a.m. to  
1:30 p.m. until June 21, 2020. We appreciate 
our residents, friends, and the community 
support of the Market. 
For more information on becoming a vendor 
at the Farmers Market on High Street, visit 
marketinfo@arizonafarmersmarkets.com or 
www.arizonacommunityfarmersmarkets.com. 

THE LIFESTYLES EVENTS, 
ACTIVITIES, AND SOCIALS
Our community socials are held the second 
Tuesdays of each month from January to 
December 2020. This is a wonderful time to 
meet your neighbors and make new friends 
over drinks and complimentary treats. The 
socials announced are for Desert Ridge 
residents only and held at local Desert Ridge 
restaurants as advertised in the Desert Ridge 
Lifestyles magazine and community website 
www.desertridgelifestyle.com. Stay tuned for 
the upcoming Meet and Greet Social that 
will be at Hula’s Modern Tiki Restaurant on 
Tuesday, April 14, 2020 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

COMMUNITY-WIDE YARD SALE 
The Desert Ridge Lifestyles Committee 
is working on the semi-annual Mega 
Community-Wide Yard Sale held throughout 
the community on Saturday, April 4, 2020.

EASTER EGG SCRAMBLE 
The 3rd Annual Easter Egg Scramble is at 
Reach 11 Sports Complex (2425 E. Deer 
Valley Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85050) where there 
will be 20,000 Easter eggs, music, food, games, 
inflatables, and much more. Bring your 
baskets and bags for a wonderful time at this 
community event.  

BATTLE OF THE BANDS 
Also, there will be an End of the School Year 
Battle of the Bands event at Reach 11 Sports 
Complex on Friday, June 5, 2020, hosted 
by the Desert Ridge Lifestyles and DRCA 
Youth Committee. More information will be 
announced on the Desert Ridge website. 

COFFEE CLUB
The Coffee Club is a continuously growing 
informal meeting of residents that come 
to discuss various topics of concern and 
interest and receive informative information 
from the Desert Ridge board president and 
management team held at Cambria Hotel 
& Suites the 2nd Tuesday at 9 a.m. every 
other month. Also, we would like to give a 
special thanks to AAA Landscape for being 
a valued Coffee Club Sponsor. 

Be a part of the next meetings scheduled for 
Tuesday, April 14, 2020, and Tuesday, June 
9, 2020. You will be glad you came to get 
a wealth of information about the Desert 
Ridge community. 

CPR AND AED TRAINING
As the temperatures are rising, this is the 
time to enjoy the pleasant weather, but 
never forget to do all you can to take care of 
your family and friends. Every other month 
from Saturday, March 28, 2020 at Cambria 
Hotel & Suites, 4425 E Irma Ln, Phoenix, 
AZ 85050 hosted by Heart Savers through 
the summer, Desert Ridge will be offering 
CPR and AED training for everyone. The 
cost for this training is $30 per person. 
Please makes sure to bring cash only. 
This is an excellent time for all youth 
to take advantage of this training for 
lifeguarding or babysitting over the  
spring and summer break. 
Please check our website www.
desertridgelifestyles.com weekly for 
information on more exciting events  
and activities to come. 

Sharon Hooks
Community Relations Specialist
Desert Ridge Community Association

www.desertridgelifestyles.com
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In addition to being a renaissance person, 
I am a lifelong sales/marketing person.

I was trained that when trying to market 
a product or service, the first rule is to 
address the customers’ “WIIFM”, an 
acronym for “What’s in it for me”. 

There is a reason for this preamble. 
When my wife and I lived in the 
midwest, an HOA was something 
only condo buildings used to manage 
the common areas of the building. 
Our impression was they were run by 
retirees with little to do other than 
embroil themselves in other peoples’ 
lives as in Del Boca Vista–(Seinfeld 
reference). Then we moved to Arizona 
and found HOA’s are a common form of 
professional community management. 
So, before my wife and I actually 
purchased a home in Desert Ridge I made 
a call to the then Community Manager 
of Desert Ridge to ask him, what’s in it 
for me when I pay that $31 a month to 
the association?

I opened the conversation 
antagonistically by asking why does a 

Rob Reichstein

From the Communications Chair

homeowner in Desert Ridge pay $31 a 
month to live here when in other areas 
there was no HOAs? The person said 
“Community Management”. I said, “Isn’t 
that what we pay our real estate taxes to 
Phoenix for?”  The response was, “Partly, 
but do you want your common areas 
taken care of to a higher standard than 
what the City of Phoenix would consider 
acceptable?” I had experience with big 
city standards back east so he piqued my 
interest. “How about representation by the 
Desert Ridge Community Association to 
lobby the city of Phoenix for a fair share 
of city services such as Police and Fire?” 
Once again I had experience in dealing 
with local governments back east and how 
they dole out services, so I sat up in my 
chair. “How about maintaining standards 
for homeowners and enforcement 
mechanisms for homeowners to maintain 
their properties?” Ok let’s stop right there 
buddy and talk about this because that 
sounds too much like the management 
mantra of Del Boca Vista. You’re really 
going to tell me what I can do with my 
property and how I have to maintain it? 
Yes, it’s all clearly laid out in the CC&Rs. 
So, I requested and received a copy of the 
governing documents.

My wife and I spent about 3 hours going 
over the documents page by page, article 
by article, rule by rule. While neither one 
of us are attorneys, we do have extensive 
experience in real estate. We determined 

that while there are pluses and minuses to 
an HOA managed community we came 
to the conclusion that for us, the benefits 
outweighed the minuses. While we were 
skeptical of a community manager having 
the authority to tell us when to paint our 
house and in what color, we did appreciate 
that we would no longer have to put up 
with neighbors who thought painting their 
home pink or sea foam green was of value to 
the neighborhood or have to deal with the 
neighbor who thought weeds were a species 
of grass, or the one who thought not painting 
his paint peeling exterior was fine because 
he’s not the one who had to look at it. Nor 
would we have to put up with a neighbor 
who used Sundays to run his home-based 
car repair service on his front yard starting at 
sun up going through sun down. And when 
I have a question about the community, 
I could contact someone with first-hand 
knowledge of the community instead of 
getting transferred around to different 
departments in a municipality’s headquarters 
because the municipality’s office handles an 
area the size and population of a major city 
with a very small staff. Many of whom do  
not have the knowledge to answer the 
simplest of questions.

I called back. Ok, I’ll buy in, but I’ll be 
watching you. The voice on the other 
end of the phone said “please do, and by 
the way if you give me your email address 
I’ll send you a schedule of the community 
meetings. Please feel free to attend, and 
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From the Communications Chair get involved.”  I did and I did. The sales 
and marketing person here got sold. But 
I have to say, there is no buyer’s remorse 
or second thoughts. I attend meetings 
like I’m a loyal parishioner. I don’t always 
agree with the board’s decisions because 
there’s no “WIIFM”, in their decision. 
However, I have come to understand the 
decisions are made for the greater good of 
the community and sometimes my wants 
don’t directly align with the community’s. 
However, not getting my way is what I 
gave up when I signed those HOA docs.

I understand HOA living is not for 
everyone. Like part of the name says, 
there are restrictions. 

An old boss of mine would say: Some 
people like chocolate and some like 
vanilla. Don’t try selling chocolate to 
a vanilla lover. No matter how many 
toppings you put on it, they will always 
hate the product. There is brilliance in 
that statement that we can all relate to in 
some fashion.

My wife and I found the overall WIIFM 
in living in Desert Ridge. What we give 
up in having to abide by a set of really 
noninvasive rules is far outweighed 
by knowing there is a community 
management team and HOA board 
watching out for all of our property values. 
In support of that statement I offer you this:

n  We have followed the saga of 
the land at 40th and Deer Valley 
at the DRCA meetings. As it 
has been repeated that if not for 
the efforts of the board and the 
management team, there would be 
3,600 residences in a combination 
of single family and multifamily 
dwellings in that parcel right now. 
That could represent thousands 
of additional cars traveling along 
Deer Valley, 40th Street, Tatum, 
etc. In those meetings, I heard 
the board’s request of the master 
developer and Phoenix city council 
to move some of that population 
density the State Land Department 
mandated when they created the 
planned community of Desert 
Ridge in the early 1990s. 

n  I remember listening intently at 
the meetings when the board and 
management team politicked the 
City of Phoenix Council to build 
the Reach 11 Park. We now enjoy 
the dog park which is the first phase 
of the park. The second phase being 
the play fields is under construction. 
Additionally,  if you attend the 
monthly meetings you will hear that 
there are several other projects they 
are handling with professionalism 
and in the best interests of the 
community. If not for the board and 
management team, this area would 
be considerably different and not for 
the better.

But it’s not perfect. Nothing is.
I also see the complaints that certain 
repairs are not being done quickly enough. 
I understand. However, the board, who has 
to vote on many of the matters pertaining 
to the community due to laws regarding 
finances, only meets to vote once a month. 
They are volunteers and neighbors. They 
work their normal jobs then volunteer 
time to the community. It’s a slower system 
than we would like, but it is how HOA 
boards are legally intended to operate. The 
management company serves to manage 
the day to day operations such as  making 
sure that the landscapers are discharging 
their contractual obligations properly, 
listening to  residents’ complaints, and, 
UGH, enforce those pesky CC&Rs. Yes, I 
have been on the receiving end of one of 
those “violation notices”.

ADVERTISE YOUR
 BUSINESS IN THE 

DESERT RIDGE 
LIFESTYLES
 MAGAZINE 

AND WEBSITE.

To reserve 
your advertising 

space call 
480-551-4559.

Community Association

My wife and I recently received the 
infamous notice to paint our home. 
No, we were not happy but after the 
painter finished, we stood outside 
admiring his work. Several neighbors 
drove by and offered their “thanks” for 
getting it done. Apparently, we were 
just as bothersome as the “pink” house 
on the block from where we came. 
Maybe now our house won’t be a topic 
of conversation, in a bad way. I can live 
with that. Especially when I’m on my 
way to the dog park in Desert Ridge.

Rob Reichstein
Communications Chair
Desert Ridge Community Association
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PHILANTHROPY

SPRING TEMPE  
FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS
MARCH 27–29
n tempefestivalofthearts.com
n Mill Avenue District 

281 S. Mill Ave., Tempe

The Tempe Festival of the 
Arts consistently ranks 
among the Top 100 Classic & 
Contemporary Craft Shows in 
the nation by Sunshine Artist 
magazine and has received the 
prestigious Pinnacle Award from 
the International Festival and 
Events Association. 

SCOTTSDALE  
CULINARY FESTIVAL
APRIL 18
n scottsdalefest.org
n Scottsdale Civic Center Mall 

7380 E. 2nd St., Scottsdale
n 11 a.m.–6 p.m.

Scottsdale Culinary Festival, 
America’s original and 
longest running culinary 
event celebrating its 43rd 
year, begins a new era Sat., 
April 18, 2020, in a refreshed 
one-day, epicurean edition that 
incorporates favorites as well as 
diverse selections of vegetarian, 
healthy and international 
flavors emphasizing lively 
gastronomic discovery.

PHOENIX FILM FESTIVAL
MARCH 26-APRIL 6 
n phoenixfilmfestival.com/
n Harkins Scottsdale/101 Theatre 

7000 E. Mayo Blvd., Phoenix 

The Phoenix Film Festival will 
screen more than 175 feature 
films and shorts. Attendees will 
be a part of screenings; Q&A 
sessions with producers, director 
and talent; enjoy world-class 
entertainment; an impressive 
silent auction and more. 
Different films will be presented 
each day.

In Desert Ridge, we have many lifestyles that 
are attracted, supported and influenced by the 
incredible resources of our community. Sometimes, 
in our busy lives, we move so quickly that we tend 
to overlook the treasures that surround us, or 
simply don’t get the time to discover them. We’d 
like to share some of our personal favorites here  
in Desert Ridge and the surrounding community. 

SUNDAY A’FAIR 
MINIFESTIVALS
n scottsdaleperformingarts.org/

events/category/festivals/
n 3939 N. Drinkwater Boulevard, 

Scottsdale
Free outdoor concert featuring 
local top musicians, arts and 
crafts market, and fun activities 
for everyone at Scottsdale Civic 
Center Mall.  

NIRVANA FOOD  
& WINE FESTIVAL
APRIL 16-19
n phoenix.com/event/nirvana-

food-%26-wine-festival/112679/
n 5700 E. McDonald Drive 

Paradise Valley
n Sanctuary on Camelback 

Mountain Resort & Spa

Throughout the weekend, 
you’ll enjoy informative, 
intimate conversation with 
celebrities from the world of 
food and wine…accompanied by 
tantalizing tastings, sumptuous 
meals and activities that make 
the most of Arizona’s glorious 
spring weather.

FRIED: FRENCH FRY AND 
MUSIC FESTIVAL
APRIL 18, 2020
n friedfestival.com 
n Margaret T. Hance Park 

1202 N 3rd St Phoenix, AZ
n 12– 8 p.m.
n $10

Feast your eyes and your ears 
on FRIED, a French Fry and 
Music Festival at Hance Park 
in downtown Phoenix. FRIED 
lets the world’s favorite side 
dish take center stage alongside 
amazing indie bands and local 
artists that will all collectively 
make for one helluva party you 
don’t want to miss.

DIA DEL NINO AT  
THE PHOENIX ZOO
APRIL 26
n phoenixzoo.org/events/ 

dia-del-nino/
n Phoenix Zoo 

455 N. Galvin Pkwy., Phoenix
n 9 a.m.–2 p.m.

Join us for a wild and wonderful 
celebration of children, animals 
and Hispanic culture at one of 
our biggest events!

Día del Niño is back featuring 
a variety of family-friendly 
entertainment and activities all 
with a festive Latin flair!
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PHILANTHROPY

SALT RIVER 
WILDERNESS TRIPS 
THROUGH MAY 
n raftingsaltriver.com/

Experience the Salt River 
rafting trip and experience 
the incredible scenery and 
whitewater rafting of Arizona’s 
hidden gem, the stunning 2000 
foot deep Salt River Canyon. 
Whether you are looking to 
escape for a day or are visiting 
Arizona our trip options 
provide a thrilling and fun 
outing for all types!

VICTORIA THE T. REX 
THROUGH MAY 25
n Arizona Science Center  

600 E. Washington St.
n 10 a.m. –5 p.m. daily 
n $18; $13 children 3-17; free for 

children 2 and under 
n azscience.org/attractions/

victoria-the-t-rex-exhibition/

This world premiere 
exhibition will transport 
guests to a time when 
dinosaurs roamed the earth, 
bringing to life one of the 
most important discoveries 
in the history of paleontology 
and giving museum visitors 
the rare opportunity to visit 
the Cretaceous period where 
Victoria’s story will unfold in 
her natural habitat.

PHOENIX FAN FUSION 
MAY 21-24, 2020
n phoenixfanfusion.com/
n Phoenix Convention Center
n 9 a.m.–11 p.m. 
n Child (0-2) FREE;  

Sidekick (3-12) $10;  
Adult: Full Event $55;  
Thurs $20; Fri $30; Sat $45;  
Sun $30

Phoenix Fan Fusion is the 
premiere pop culture event 
in the desert Southwest that 
attracts thousands of comic 
book enthusiasts for a one-of-
a-kind experience. Visit the 
event website and stay tuned 
for more info about the  
2020 event!

MEDIEVAL TIMES DINNER 
& TOURNAMENT 
n medievaltimes.com/
n 9051 E. Via De Ventura 

Scottsdale

Experience an evening 
of chivalry, revelry, sport 
and pageantry inside our 
magnificent 11th century style 
castle. Feast on a sumptuous 
four-course banquet served 
by serfs and wenches while 
cheering on your brave 
knight to victory. Witness a 
spectacular performance of 
Medieval tournament games, 
authentic jousting and exciting 
sword fights. Seating capacity 
1,050 people.

THANK YOU

Doug Dickson (Aviano Resident) 
DRCA Board Member (11th year), 
Finance Committee,  
Communications Committee, 
Community Awareness Committee 
and the Desert View Village Planning 
Committee representing District 2  
Reginald Younger, Jr. (Aviano Resident) 
DRCA Board Member (11th year), 
Public Affairs Committee and Desert 
View Village Planning Committee 
representing District 2
Steve Burns (Diamond Point Resident) 
DRCA Board Member (8th year), 
Finance Committee, Community 
Awareness Committee, Public  
Affairs Committee, Design Review 
Committee and City of Phoenix  
Block Watch Group (BWG) 
Oversight Committee
Barry Goldfarb (Wildflower Resident) 
DRCA Board Member (7th year)  
and Design Review Committee
Debi LaRosa (Iron Springs Resident) 
DRCA Board Member (3rd year), 
Communications Committee and 
Lifestyles Committee
Rick Carpinelli 
DRCA Board Member (2nd Year), 
CPF Vaseo Associates, LLC
Richard Brash, M.D. (Toscana) 
DRCA Board Member (3rd year), 
Finance Committee, Public Affairs 
Committee, SCP Parks  
Sub-Committee and  
Communications Committee

Carl Prettyman, Jr. (Toscana Resident) 
Design Review Committee, 
Community Awareness Committee, 
and Public Affairs Committee
Rob Reichstein  
(Aviano Resident) 
Communications Committee and 
Strategic Community Planning  
Parks Sub-Committee
Dan Oseran (Fireside Resident) 
Strategic Community Planning  
Parks Sub-Committee and 
Nominating Committee
Barry Wilson (Toscana Resident) 
Communications Committee, 
Lifestyles Committee and Public 
Affairs Committee
Rob Singer (Fireside Resident) 
Nominating Committee
Ron Bookholder  
(Fireside Resident) 
Public Affairs Committee
Jim Davis (Bear Creek Resident) 
Public Affairs Committee
Terry Coult (Aviano Resident) 
Finance Committee and  
Design Review Committee
Roseanne Elson  
(Toscana Resident) 
Finance Committee 
Steve Elson (Toscana Resident) 
Design Review Committee
Michelle Goldfarb  
(Wildflower Resident) 
Lifestyles Committee

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION MONTH
The month of April is National Volunteer month in the United States  
to recognize and honor the many volunteers dedicated to community  

service and to encourage volunteerism from others.    
In the spirit of National Volunteer month, we would like to take this 
opportunity to recognize and thank the community volunteers (your 
neighbors) that serve on the Desert Ridge Community Association  

(Master Association) Board of Directors and Committees in multiple  
roles and a variety of capacities for the betterment of the community.  

We are very grateful to the above residents for their volunteerism and 
commitments they fulfill to the community daily.  Without community  

volunteers the business affairs and responsibilities of the association  
would be very difficult to impossible to accomplish.  Thank you for  

your continued service and contributions to Desert Ridge.
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TUCSON OFFICE
520.696.3223

SAN ANTONIO OFFICE
210.650.0909

PHOENIX OFFICE
602.437.2690

12 PRO- TIPS  

for Spring Gardens

NOW IS THE TIME FOR
SHAPING citrus trees if you 
must. Try to let the citrus foliage 
grow to about knee high. The 
best fruit is produced on the 
lower two thirds of the tree so 
raising the skirt reduces the 
amount of the fruit you will get.
Fertilize fruit, nut and shade 
trees, shrubs and vines. Pecan 
trees and grape vines need a 
zinc rich fertilizer to help them 
produce their best.
As the weather warms, adjust 
your irrigation timer to water 
more frequently. Be sure to run 
your system long enough to 
wet the top two feet of soil. 
DEEP, INFREQUENT
WATERING IS MUCH BETTER 
THAN A DAILY SPRINKLE.

PREPARE YOUR SOIL for a 
spring/summer garden. Organic 
matter, mulch, manure or com-
post is very important. Fertilize 
producing vegetable gardens.
Cut back old and dead growth in 
the herb garden. Herbs to plant are 
mint, parsley, rosemary, sage and 
thyme.
For frost damaged herbs, look for 
new growth emerging on the 
lower half of the plant. Use sharp 
shears to cut the plant back by 
1/3 to 1/2 or more, down to 
healthy new
side shoots. Add new compost 
and water well.  

Ryegrass should be WATERED 
once or twice a week through 
March depending on the daytime 
temperature. Non over seeded 
Bermuda needs one good watering 
per month through March to keep 
the roots moist.
You can encourage the Bermuda 
to come out of dormancy as soon 
as the night time temperatures stay 

in the mid sixty’s. Greening usually starts in April and rapid growth 
starts in May. For over seeded Bermuda, switch to a deeper but 
less frequent Bermuda watering schedule in April to stress the 
Ryegrass. Mow Ryegrass at an increasingly lower cutting height 
each week in April to kill the Ryegrass.
      SPRAY OR HAND PULL weeds 
as soon as they appear. Pre-emergent 
herbicides applied in December and 
late June will aid in year round 
weed prevention.

Prepare flower beds for 
spring gardens. Add
additional planting mix as 
needed. For each 100 square 
feet mix in one half pound 
ammonium phosphate, five 
pounds of bone meal and 
two pounds of blood meal.
FERTILIZE FLOWERS initially 
with a high phosphorus 
soluble liquid fertilizer weekly 
for a few weeks and then 
switch to a high quality 
granular slow release fertilizer 
to maintain nutrition through 
the season.
Allow your wildflowers to go 
to seed. They will produce a 
natural healthy feast for birds 
as well as reseeding
themselves to come up again 
next year.
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Residential Address Markers Guidelines

1 If replacing existing address marker 
installed by the builder/developer, 

only one (1) address marker is allowed/
permitted on the house.

2 The address number painted or 
stenciled to the curb on the interior 

side of the home adjacent to the 
entrance of the house is permitted but 
not encouraged. No symbols, pictures, 
teams, emblems, etc. are permitted.  
Resident must maintain this painted 
marker appearance.

3 Landscape/ground-mounted address 
markers are not permitted.

4 Numbers to be sized between 
 2.5” and 4” and a block style number.

5 Replacement address markers must  
be professionally painted/stenciled  

on or integrated into a background plaque.

6 Stud/Stand off mounted letters may be 
used and attached to exterior wall. The 

mounted letters are to be made of metal.  
The finished coating is to be appropriate 
for exterior exposures. The letters are to be 
mounted so that the studs hold them off  
the finished wall ¼ inch to ½ inch.

7 The plaque color must be 
complimentary to the house color 

scheme. One acceptable option is the 
address marker may be the house trim  
color or desert colors.

8 Numbers can be applied in either a 
vertical or horizontal placement,  

provided they are consistent with the 
surrounding residences orientation.

9 The mounting height of a horizontal 
address marker is to be mounted between 

4.5 to 6.5 feet above floor level or congruent 
with original builder installed location.

10 Address markers and numbers are to 
compliment the home.

11 The address marker must contain 
and display only the address 

numbers.  No symbols, pictures, teams, 
emblems, etc. are permitted.

12 The overall address plaque/numbers 
shall not exceed 20” in length, and  

6” in height.

note....Design Review Committee approval is required prior to replacing 
or installing a new address marker to the home or curb.  To ensure the intended 
and/or desired standards of a sub–association neighborhood address markers 
are maintained, the Design Review Committee shall reserve the right to deny 
a request to replace an address marker that is not congruent with the address 
marker originally installed by the sub–association parcel developer/builder. 

The Ease of Paperless E-Voting
As this year’s Nominating Committee Chair 
and on behalf of the other members of the 
committee,  Dan Oseran, and Robert Singer, 
we encourage you to continue to participate 
and cast your ballot online electronically.

To facilitate the ease of E-Voting this year, a 
post card invite was mailed to all homeowners/
members.  We provided on the post card each 
member registration “Code” and also included 

a QR Code on the post card 
that will route you directly to 
the Desert Ridge Community 
Association (DRCA) voting 
site to view the official notice of 
election agenda, ballot, minutes 
and candidate profiles.  To use 

the QR Code, simply take a picture of the 
imprinted QR Code and then activate the link 
to the voting website.

There are thee (3) positions that need to 
be filled on the board this year, each for a 

two (2) year term.

This year the Association will also be emailing 
you an invite and periodic reminders to Vote 
ONLINE.  Once you have received your 
registration code, click the link to the voting 
site provided in the email.  Please also make 
sure to check your junk/spam file folder in the 
event your email invite to Vote ONLINE ends 
up in the wrong folder due to any email filters 
you may have set.

If you do not receive an email invite, then it is 
because the association does not have an email 
address on file for you.  In that case, to “Vote 
Online”, please visit the desertridgelifestyles.
com website and click on the “DRCA Online 
Voting” link located on the home page and 
follow the easy instructions.

If you need assistance obtaining your 
registration code or have questions. Contact 
the DRCA Office via email at desertridge.az@

fsresidential.com or by phone at 480.551.4553.

We hope that you find our 3rd year of online 
voting to be a simple, fast, and paperless way 
to cast your vote for the DRCA Board of 
Directors.

Should you need a paper ballot, one may be 
obtained at the DRCA office located at 5415 
E. High Street, Suite 133, Phoenix, 85054 
Monday through Friday from 8am to 5pm, or 
you may vote in person at the annual meeting 
at the Desert Ridge Cambria Hotels & Suites 
on April 16th at 6pm.

Please remember that you have until 
Wednesday, April 15th to cast your E-Vote.

Thank you for your participation…and 
remember TO VOTE!   Every vote counts!
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Q: How will Virtual Block Watch assist the Phoenix 
Police Department?

A:  VBW will assist detectives by collaborating with 
the virtual community who may have captured 
digital evidence of a crime for prosecution.

Q: Do you recommended any specific security 
camera system?

A:  This will be completely up to the owner’s 
discretion. It is recommended that cameras  
are at a resolution of 1080p for a clear picture, 
but a 720p system can be registered with VBW.  
A DVR with a 30-day retention is preferred.

Q: Does the Police Department have remote  
access to my security camera system?

A:  No. Virtual Block Watch will not have any type  
of streaming capabilities or live feed from  
your CCTV system. The Police Department  
will have the address of the registered system  
along with the directions of the camera views.

Q: If my security camera system captures a criminal 
or crime, will I be required to testify in court?

A:  No. Once the Police Department copies the 
portion of video needed for prosecution, the 
Police Department will testify on the digital 
evidence collected from your security  
camera system.

HELP THE POLICE SOLVE CRIME BY REGISTERING YOUR SECURITY CAMERA SYSTEM TODAY!
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Black Mountain Precinct    |    33355 N. Cave Creek Road, Phoenix, AZ 85331    |    602-495-5002

HOW DO I SIGN UP?
www.phoenix.gov/police/virtualblockwatch or 

email your question to: virtualblockwatch@phoenix.gov

...AND REMEMBER, IF YOU
SEE SOMETHING? SAY SOMETHING!

Call 911       |       Crime Stop  602-262-6151       |       Silent Witness  480-WITNESS

12
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YOU CAN NOW ENJOY A 
BEVERAGE WHILE YOU WALK 

AROUND THE DISTRICT!

GRAB YOUR WRISTBAND & DRINK AT 
COPPER CANTINA’S POP-UP BAR LOCATED AT THE 
DISTRICT STAGE & BARNES & NOBLE COURTYARD

SHOPDESERTRIDGE.COM/SIP
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The Farmers Market on High Street is back 
weekly serving up food and fun.
Popping up Sunday’s from October 2019 to  
June 2020 from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., the 
Farmers Market on High Street is the north 
Valley’s Farmers Market featuring fresh  
produce, food, and other delectables to take  
home and enjoy. 
Come stroll High Street with friends and family 
while browsing market vendors offering the 
likes of: organic produce, locally grown fruits & 
vegetables, artisan breads, baked goods, cookies 
& toffees, seafood, local honey, vinegars & oils, 
pastas, tamales, hummus, spices, sausages, cheese 
curds, jellies, kettle corn, and much more!

After visiting the Farmers Market, stay on High 
Street and enjoy lunch at one of High Streets 
many eateries including, Modern Margarita, 

La Bocca, Mellow Mushroom, Growler USA,   
and more.

Farmers Market admission and parking is 
always free.

Farmers Market on High Street takes place 
at High Street, the North Valley’s growing 
entertainment district, home to restaurants, bars, 
entertainment, retail and services. High Street is 

located at 5415 E. High Street in Phoenix, next to 
Desert Ridge Marketplace. Exit off the Loop 101 at 

56th Street. 

EVERY SUNDAY    10 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
THROUGH JUNE 21, 2020
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Goodwill of Central Arizona will be parked at Cashman Park at Desert Ridge,  
22222 N. 44th Street, Phoenix from 12 p.m.–3 p.m. collecting unwanted  

clothing, shoes, furniture, books, electronics, housewares, and more!  
Donations are tax deductible and support the 5 Desert Ridge Schools and Goodwill programs and services  
that give local job seekers the skills and training they need to find employment and become self-sufficient.

If you reside in a gated neighborhood, please contact your sub-association community manager for information.

APRIL 4
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Landscape Maintenance
The Desert Ridge Community Association Landscape Maintenance Maps 

represents the common areas that are maintained by the Master 
Association. Each map has a legend showing the common areas and 

corresponding week during the eight (8) week landscape maintenance
 rotation that a specific common area location is scheduled for maintenance.

NOTE
The landscape common areas for Fiesta, Cielo and Sanctuary sub-associations are not the maintenance 

responsibility of the master association. Please go to the desertridgelifestyles.com website to locate  
your sub-association community manager contact info (i.e., under the “Community” tab and  

“Neighborhood” folder) to report a landscape maintenance concern/issue.  

18

Maintenance boundaries that are along the eastside 
of 40th Street to westside of Tatum Boulevard and southside 

of Pinnacle Peak Road to northside of Deer Valley Drive.
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Maintenance boundaries that are along the eastside of Tatum 
Boulevard to the eastside of 56th Street and from northside of 
Ranger Road to the northside of Deer Valley Drive.

NOTE
The landscape common 
areas for Glen Eagle,  
Ironwood Greens, 
Expedition Point, Lockwood 
Estates, Leroux Springs, 
Bella Monte and Toscana 
sub-associations are not the 
maintenance responsibility of 
the master association. Please 
go to the desertridgelifestyles.
com website to locate your 
sub-association community 
manager contact info 
(i.e., under the “Community” 
tab and “Neighborhood” 
folder) to report a landscape 
maintenance concern/issue.

Maintenance boundaries that are along the westside of 40th Street 
     to the eastside of Black Mountain Boulevard and from the 
        northside of Deer Valley Drive to southside of Mayo Boulevard.

NOTE
The landscape common
areas for Aviano, Villages
at Aviano and Fireside
sub-associations 
(including their gated/ 
benefited neighborhoods) 
are not the maintenance 
responsibility of the master 
association. Please go to the 
desertridgelifestyles.com 
website to locate and your 
sub-association community 
manager contact info 
(i.e., under the “Community” 
tab and “Neighborhood” 
folder) to report a landscape 
maintenance concern/issue.
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PROACTIVE ACTION PLAN
MAINTENANCE CALENDAR

PRUNING SCHEDULE
SUMMER 

FLOWERING PLANTS 
Prune in cooler months, prune only 
the amount equal to one season 
of growth. Reduction in size by no 
more than 2/3 if planting space for 
mature shrub is adequate. Sched-
ule for one pruning within time 
frames shown for each species. 
Plants arranged in hedges should 
be allowed to grow together to 
provide a continuous mass. 
Evaluate carefully and prune 
only as needed.

SELECTIVE PRUNE 
If the species requires, prune with 
a minimal trim to remove leaf to 
base of plant to remove stems 
that interfere; can be performed 
throughout the year as necessary. 
Do not shear.

20
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FERTILIZATION SCHEDULE

Plants coming out of dormancy such as:
Lantana, bougainvillea, and non-native and desert trees and shrubs.

SHRUB & TREE CARE 
Thoughtful planning and meticulous care brings out the best 
in trees and shrubs. Seasonal pruning as well as year round 
observation and attendance are vital. Rejuvenation (Hard) 
pruning, when done during the transition from winter to spring, can 
restore vigor, enhance appearance and extend the life of the plant.

21
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2019-20 BULK TRASH PICKUP SCHEDULE
Area

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Placement 
Begins On

Nov. 16, ‘19
Feb. 15, ‘20
May 16, ‘20
Aug. 15, ‘20
Nov. 23, ‘19
Feb. 22, ‘20
May 23, ‘20
Aug. 22, ‘20
Nov. 30, ‘19
Feb. 29, ‘20
May 30, ‘20
Aug. 29, ‘20
Dec. 7, ‘19
Mar. 7, ‘20
Jun. 6, ‘20
Sep. 5, ‘20

Dec. 14, ‘19
Mar. 14, ‘20
Jun. 13, ‘20
Sep. 12, ‘20
Dec. 21, ‘19
Mar. 21, ‘20
Jun. 20, ‘20
Sep. 19, ‘20
Dec. 28, ‘19
Mar. 28, ‘20
Jun. 27, ‘20
Sep. 26, ‘20
Jan. 4, ‘20
Apr. 4, ‘20
Jul. 4, ‘20
Oct. 3, ‘20
Jan. 11, ‘20
Apr. 11, ‘20
Jul. 11, ‘20
Oct. 10, ‘20
Jan. 18, ‘20
Apr. 18, ‘20
Jul. 18, ‘20
Oct. 17, ‘20
Jan. 25, ‘20
Apr. 25, ‘20
Jul. 25, ‘20
Oct. 24, ‘20
Feb. 1, ‘20
May 2, ‘20
Aug. 1, ‘20
Oct. 31, ’20
Feb. 8, ‘20
May 9, ‘20
Aug. 8, ‘20
Nov. 7, ‘20

Collection 
Begins Week Of

Nov. 25, ‘19
Feb. 24, ‘20
May 25, ‘20
Aug. 24, ‘20
Dec. 2, ‘19
Mar. 2, ‘20
Jun. 1, ‘20

Aug. 31, ‘20
Dec. 9, ‘19
Mar. 9, ‘20
Jun. 8, ‘20
Sep. 7, ‘20

Dec. 16, ‘19
Mar. 16, ‘20
Jun. 15, ‘20
Sep. 14, ‘20
Dec. 23, ‘19
Mar. 23, ‘20
Jun. 22, ‘20
Sep. 21, ‘20
Dec. 30, ‘19
Mar. 30, ‘20
Jun. 29, ‘20
Sep. 28, ‘20
Jan. 6, ‘20
Apr. 6, ‘20
Jul. 6, ‘20
Oct. 5, ‘20
Jan. 13, ‘20
Apr. 13, ‘20
Jul. 13, ‘20
Oct. 12, ‘20
Jan. 20, ‘20
Apr. 20, ‘20
Jul. 20, ‘20
Oct. 19, ‘20
Jan. 27, ‘20
Apr. 27, ‘20
Jul. 27, ‘20
Oct. 26, ‘20
Feb. 3, ‘20
May 4, ‘20
Aug. 3, ‘20
Nov. 2, ‘20
Feb. 10, ‘20
May 11, ‘20
Aug. 10, ‘20
Nov. 9, ‘20
Feb. 17, ‘20
May 18, ‘20
Aug. 17, ‘20
Nov. 16, ‘20
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COMMUNITY

1
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6

3
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STATION

27TH
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STATION

FOR A MORE DETAILED MAP AND SCHEDULE,  
VISIT: PHOENIX.GOV/PUBLICWORKS/BULKTRASH

*Due to numerous phone calls, emails and suggestions from Phoenix residents, your bulk 
trash flyer is printed in color for better readability and clarity. After careful consideration, 
we realized that the difference between printing a B&W copy and a colored copy was only 
$0.007, a reasonable amount to ensure that residents understand the information provided.
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If you have curbside collection, place your bulk 
trash at the edge of your property.

BULK TRASH PLACEMENT 

PHOENIX.GOV/PUBLICWORKS/BULKTRASH

HAVE LOTS OF GREEN OR GARDEN WASTE? 
YOU OR YOUR LANDSCAPERS CAN BRING IT TO 

ONE OF THE CITY’S TRANSFER STATIONS DIRECTLY.
VISIT PHOENIX.GOV/PUBLICWORKS FOR 

TRANSFER STATION HOURS.

 IMPORTANT SERVICE DATES
Note these changes:
Service is not provided on the following dates. 
Every collection day moves one day later.

Thanksgiving Day (November 28, 2019)

Christmas Day (December 25, 2019) 

New Year’s Day (January 1, 2020) 

Regular pickup:
The city works a regular collection schedule on:

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Presidents Day

Cesar Chavez Day

Memorial Day

Independence Day

Labor Day 

Veterans Day

ILLEGAL DUMPING
IF YOU SUSPECT ILLEGAL DUMPING IN 

PROGRESS, REPORT INCIDENT TO 
CRIME STOP AT 602-262-6151.

IF ILLEGAL DUMPING IS NOT IN 
PROGRESS, REPORT INCIDENT TO PHOENIX 

CUSTOMER SERVICES AT 602-262-6251.

DO:
Follow the dates for bulk trash placement.

Sweep or rake area after collection, 
if necessary.

Securely bag or box all grass, leaves, 
weeds, twigs and hedge clippings before 
placing out for bulk trash.

Cut tree trunks and stumps down to less 
than 12” in diameter and 4’ in length.

DON’T INCLUDE:
More than 20 cubic yards in your pile, 
which is similar to the size of a SUV.

Loose grass, leaves, weeds, twigs and 
hedge clippings.

Household hazardous waste (HHW), 
such as antifreeze, pool chemicals, oil, 
batteries and paint.

Tires, any shape or size. 

Appliances that use refrigerants. 

/PHXPublicworks

@TalkingTrashPHX

@TalkingTrashPHX

If you have alley collection, place pile along the alley 
wall.  Avoid touching wall and blocking alley access.

For a complete list of Dos and Don’ts, 
visit phoenix.gov/publicworks/bulktrash.

Para una versión en español, vaya a

Place on the edge of your property.

Place along alley wall.
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Over the past several months, there has 
been an increase in coyote sightings and 
interactions in our community. Typically, 
coyotes tend to be reclusive and do their 
best to avoid humans. However, as they 
adapt to their urban surroundings, coyotes 
are becoming more comfortable around 
people and our homes.  There are methods 
of keeping coyotes away called hazing. 
Hazing will help keep a fear of humans in 
the coyotes and deter them from hanging 
out in neighborhoods, entering backyards, 
and common spaces. Some popular hazing 
methods are: yelling while waving your 
arms, air horns, whistles, shaking a soda can 
with a few pennies inside, pepper spray, and 
spraying the coyote with a garden hose. 

While it is not normal behavior for a 
coyote to attack a human, it does happen. 
This rare occurrence usually happens 
when humans are feeding coyotes and 
giving them a sense of indifference to their 

presence. Feeding coyotes in both Maricopa 
and Pima counties is illegal (ARS 13-2927) 
and punishable by a fine of up to $300.

When it comes to eating, coyotes are 
opportunists and not picky about what 
they eat. They will eat seeds, cactus fruit, 
garbage, small animals (alive or dead), 
and yes, even pets.  

Protecting Your Pets
When walking your dog, make sure it is on a 
leash of which you have a firm grip. If you see 
a coyote, you should pick up your dog when 
possible and when not possible stand in front 
of the dog. The next step is to begin hazing 
the coyote until it leaves the area. Never run 
from a coyote as it may stimulate the coyote’s 
chase instincts.

While in your backyard, do not leave pets 
unsupervised. In fact, coyotes have snatched 
smaller pets from backyards while the owners 
were present. It’s important to have hazing 
tools ready to go each time you take your pet 
outside. You may not be able to completely 
coyote-proof your backyard, but there are 
a few things you can do to make it less 
hospitable. 

n Make sure that you only feed pets inside
n Put trash in containers and never leave 

Steve Burns
Finance Committee 
Chairman and 
Community Awareness 
Chairman

COEXISTING WITH
COYOTES

bags of garbage on the back porch
n Cut back shrubs and bushes to prevent 

hiding or resting places for coyotes

A variety of repellant sprays are also available. 
These will often have an unpleasant odor so 
when using these, please be respectful of your 
neighbors.

It is rare for a coyote to have rabies, but if 
your pet is bitten by a coyote, you need to 
seek care for them immediately. The wounds 
will need to be thoroughly cleaned, a rabies 
booster (for precaution), and antibiotics need 
to be administered. The main reason for this 
is that the coyote may have harmful bacteria 
in their mouth based on what they have 
recently eaten. 

The same bite protocol goes for people 
as well. If a coyote bites you or a family 
member, wash the wound and seek 
immediate medical help.  

It’s A Cooperative Effort
It is important that everyone in the 
community does their part to haze the 
coyotes out of the neighborhoods. That is 
the only way to push them to the outskirts 
of Desert Ridge. This not only helps keep 
our children, pets, and neighbors safe; 
it helps keep the coyotes safe as well. 
When hazing, the coyote may run for a 
bit and then stop to turn back and look. 
It’s important to keep hazing till until it 
completely leaves the area. If that coyote 
returns, make sure to haze them again. 
According to the experts, it only takes one 
or two times to scare them off for good. 

When to Contact Authorities
Coyotes fall under the jurisdiction of the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department. You 
should report coyote attacks on pets or people 
directly to them at (602) 942-3000. You 
should also report a coyote that you suspect 
may be sick or injured. 

These animals will always have some 
presence in our community, but with 
preparedness and followthrough, we can keep 
their nuisance to a minimum and coexist 
with the coyotes. 
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4 out of 5 house pets
recommend Marcie and Rob

to find you a new home!

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

(The fifth just didn’t want to move.)

Marcie - 602-551-6315 Marcie@marcieandrobrealtors.com 
Rob - 602-551-6314 Rob@marcieandrobrealtors.com

www.marcieandrobrealtors.com
       Marcie and Rob Realtors

Call 480-551-4559 for more information.
4" x 8" = $75.00       8" x 8" = $150.00

Purchase a custom engraved brick(s) and 
commemorate your loved ones, a beloved 
pet, to mark a special occasion or event, 
honor a friend, or promote your business. 

Commemorate Your Graduate 
BUY A BRICK
Give A Gift That 
Will Last Forever

Spring Special
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The Desert Ridge Community Association is 
in need of community volunteers to serve 

on the following committees. If you are 
a member in good standing and 

available to serve your community 
2-3 hours a month, please email us so 

we can provide you with the committee 
charter and application to apply. 

✮
STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 

(SCP) 
Parks Sub-Committee

scpparks@desertridgelifestyles.com

✮
DESERT RIDGE LIFESTYLES 

lifestyles@desertridgelifestyles.com
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In front of more than 600 guests at the 
gala presented by Tiffany & Bosco and 
Meritage Homes, Carly told her story of 
finding confidence, positive body image, 
and acceptance at the Club. She says her 
Club mentors and programs have helped 
her overcome the anxiety and feelings 
of inadequacy that one in five teenagers 
struggle with each year.

Carly will receive a $5,000 scholarship 
for college which will help her achieve 

her goal of becoming an event planner 
for a non-profit.

“Our gala guests are always in awe of 
our teen leaders, and this year our eight 
finalists did not disappoint,” said Robyn 
Julien, BGCS President and CEO. “On 
full display at the Celebrate Youth Gala 
was the true impact of the Clubs—
confident, compassionate and resilient 
young leaders on their individual paths to 
great futures.”

Carly was chosen from a field of 8 finalists 
that included: Joseph (JP) Cahill, age 15, 
from the Mary Ellen & Robert McKee 
Branch; Zaria Gonzales, age 15, from the 
Lehi Branch; Annay Lopez, age 18, from 
the Scottsdale Charros Branch; Kennise 
McGertt, age 16, from the Red Mountain 
Branch; Kayla McNutt, age 17, from the 
Virginia G. Piper Branch; Jason Nuñez, 
age 17, from the Hartley & Ruth Barker 
Branch; and Isabella Treasure, age 16, 
from the Vestar Branch.

Youth of the Year is a national Boys & 
Girls Clubs of America program promoting 
leadership, exceptional academic 
performance and community service. The 
competition began in September with 

Carly Mertz

Photo courtesy of Boys & Girls Club

Carly Mertz named Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Greater Scottsdale 2020 Youth of the Year
At its annual Celebrate Youth Gala, Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Scottsdale 
(BGCS) named Carly Mertz its 2020 Youth of the Year. Carly, age 17,  
has been a member of the BGCS Thunderbirds Branch for 12 years.

All 8 finalists with Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Scottsdale pose with President & CEO, 
Robyn Julien after the program. From left to right: JP Cahill, Mary Ellen & Robert McKee 
Branch; Zaria Gonzales, Lehi Branch; Annay Lopez, Scottsdale Charros Branch; Kennise 
McGertt, Red Mountain Branch; Robyn Julien; Carly Mertz, The Thunderbirds Branch; Kayla 
McNutt, Virginia G. Piper Branch; Jason Nuñez, Hartley & Ruth Barker Branch; Isabella 
Treasure, Vestar Branch.

26

|   Desert Ridge Lifestyles   |   Spring 2015

ASSOCIATION & COMMUNITY NEWS

desertridgelifestyles.com|   Desert Ridge Lifestyles   |   Spring 2020



ABOUT THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF GREATER SCOTTSDALE
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Scottsdale (BGCS) serves thousands 
of youth at nine Clubs located within the communities of Scottsdale, 
North Phoenix, Fountain Hills, the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community and the Hualapai Nation.

19 BGCS teens vying for the Clubs’ 
highest honor and a total of $12,000 in 
scholarship awards provided by the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Greater Scottsdale 
Foundation. Broadband Dynamics 
and Gabbie and Bob Rife provided an 
additional $2,000 for each finalist.

In the months leading up to the final 
competition, candidates prepare by 
writing multiple essays and participating 
in panel interviews with community 
leaders. The teens also practiced their 
presentations of Club experiences, 
personal growth and transformation 
which they shared on the big stage at 
the Celebrate Youth Gala.

Proceeds generated from sponsorships, 
ticket and table sales, auction items and 
paddle-raiser purchases go directly to 
fund Club programming.

Carly will go on to compete at the 
state level on March 30, 2020, with the 
potential to move onto regional and 
national competitions.

President & CEO, Robyn Julien (left) and 
Carly Mertz.

COMING SOON

Whisper the secret phrase to the soda 
jerk behind the counter and he’ll 

point you in the right direction. Sneak 
through the hidden door and hurry 
down the dimly-lit hallway. Enter the 
Nemesis Club, a secret hangout for 
arch enemies - heroes and villains, 
spies and double agents. Here they 

fraternize and jockey for social status 
by creating and attempting to beat 

scenario-based adventure games of 
wit, courage, and teamwork that push 
the limits of their heroism and villainy. 

 Each thrilling game—including the 
set, puzzles, soundtrack, special ef-

fects, and more—has been carefully 
crafted by a hero or villain and re-

flects the designer’s personality quirks. 
Pick your game carefully. Your team 

will have one hour to prove yourselves 
worthy members of the club by foiling 

an evil plot or pulling off a caper. 
Luckily, a trusty sidekick or henchman 
will be remotely monitoring your every 
move, feeding you helpful information 

to increase your odds of winning.

When time is up, celebrate or 
 commiserate over a Killer Shake or 

Float and mingle with other would-be 
heroes and villains. If you’re lucky, you 
may find an arch nemesis of your very 
own. Enjoy the game - but remember 

to keep your friends close. 

The Soda Jerk Milkshake Bar is a 
modern soda fountain with a touch 

of retro-inspired design. It acts as 
a secret entrance to The Nemesis 

Club, but it’s a fully-functioning frozen 
dessert counter, serving up killer craft 
milkshakes and floats, often themed 

to match the games found  
inside The Nemesis Club. 
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Safety Tips 
1. Lock all your doors and windows. At the 

minimum ensure that the front door has a 
good deadbolt lock, 3-inch screws in the 
hinges and strike plate, and a peephole.  If 
you can afford it, get a security door and 
make sure it is properly installed. 

2. Put a lock on your side yard gate or 
any gates that lead to the backyard. 
Eliminating access to an area of your 
house that watchful neighbors can’t see 
suspicious people around helps reduce your 
chances. If you have service personnel 
who use the gate, make sure it is locked 
immediately after they leave.

3. Keep your garage door closed always, even 
if you are just inside for a short time.  It 
does not take long for someone to enter 
your garage and grab items from inside your 
car or garage and leave. It is easy to get 
distracted when unloading kids, groceries, 
etc but take a few extra seconds to make 
sure the door closes all the way when you 
leave and when you arrive home.

4. Put your vehicles in the garage. If you must 
park in the driveway or outside, lock the 
doors and have windows rolled up all the 
way. Do not leave any valuables inside car 
or even bags that look like they may have 
something of value inside them, this is an 
easy opportunity for someone walking or 
biking by to break in.

5. Leave your front door and exterior garage 
lights on all night, from sundown to sunrise.  
Get a timer or timer switch if unable to 
remember or for out of town trips

6. If an unknown person comes to the door, 
do not open the door, talk through the 
door and ask what they want. If they 
persist on you opening the door or refuse 
to leave, call police. Do not ignore the 
knock or doorbell ring.

7. No one knows your neighborhood 
better than you so be watchful of your 

surroundings and watch out for each 
other in your neighborhoods. Having 
an involved and watchful neighborhood 
is one of the most important crime 
prevention methods around. Get to know 
your next door and neighbors across 
the street and exchange at least phone 
numbers or email addresses so you may 
keep each other informed of absences on 
trips. Report to Crime Stop at 602-262-
6151 any suspicious behavior or 911 for 
crimes in progress. 

8. If you are going to be out of town for any 

Officer Tim Mitten
Community Action Officer
Black Mountain Precinct
Phoenix Police Department

SPRING CRIME PREVENTION/BLOCK WATCH

Prevent Crime
This time of year brings on many changes, the plants awaken and bloom, allergy 
season rears its ugly head, the kids start thinking of summertime instead of 
schoolwork, and families will start taking vacations away from home. That of course 
might lead to increased opportunities for someone to commit a theft or even burglarize 
your home. While no crime prevention tips are 100%, there are some simple and 
common-sense methods you can take to reduce your chances of becoming a victim 
and eliminate opportunities for thieves to steal from you. It is these easy targets that 
thieves look for since they carry low risk and potentially have high rewards.
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length of time, please contact the Black 
Mountain Precinct at 602-495-5002 and 
ask for a vacation watch. This will allow 
the officers who work the area to check 
on your house while you are gone.

Block Watch 
Another way to help prevent crime 
anytime of the year is to have a Block 
Watch. The Phoenix Police Department 
has a variety of programs that partner with 
the community to help prevent crime and 
the flagship of those programs is Block 
Watch. The Desert Ridge Community 
Association supports Block Watch start ups 
by providing some funds to have food and 
nonalcoholic beverages for your meeting. 
Please contact the DRCA Office for 
information on that program. 

Block Watch is basically neighbors 
watching out for others in their 
neighborhood to deter crime and using 

common sense crime prevention methods 
to reduce crime. During Block Watch you 
get acquainted with your neighbors, work 
together to identify problems in the area 
and help the Phoenix Police Department 
by being aware and reporting suspicious 
behavior. The police department will help 
you by teaching some crime prevention 
techniques and being there as your liaison 
to support your neighborhood. Block Watch 
is not a hands-on program, there is no 
apprehending of people for any reason.

To get started in Block Watch first 
gauge interest by talking to some of your 
neighbors. Keep the area manageable by 
concentrating on just one street in each 
direction from your house. Then contact 
me and we can plan the date and time 
of the initial presentation. It is best to 
have someone in the neighborhood host 
the Block Watch as it fosters community 
involvement and the presentation 

usually last about 90 minutes depending 
on questions. 

Block Watch does not require frequent 
meetings and it works best with several 
people involved in the organization and 
running of the Block Watch. I will help 
you get registered and answer any questions 
throughout the whole process and beyond. 
There are other organizations in the 
Black Mountain Precinct like the Black 
Mountain Community Alliance which 
helps Block Watches maintain, grow and 
provide educational opportunities for the 
neighborhoods involved.  

If I can be of further assistance, please fell 
free to contact me at 602-495-5238 or at 
tim.mitten@phoenix.gov. Thanks again 
for being involved in your community 
and partnering with the Phoenix Police 
Department to help improve the quality  
of life and safety of your neighborhood.
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INTERESTING FACTS 
ABOUT YOUR

COMMUNITY

All residents are invited to join us for coffee, tea, and 
breakfast pastries, as we discuss community matters 
of common interest, concerns and updates.

T U E S D AY

APRIL 14
T U E S D AY

JUNE 9

9 A.M. 

Cambria Hotel 
North Scottsdale 

Desert Ridge
   4425 E Irma Ln

Phoenix, AZ

Watch for eblast or visit desertridgelifestyles.com for locations
RSVP required to desertridge.az@fsresidential.com

OBTAINING APPROVAL
Pursuant to the First 
Amendment to the 
Declaration of the Desert 
Ridge Community 
Association (Master 
Association) CC&R’s, 
Section 5.3 Obligation 
to Obtain Approval that 
all excavation, grading, 
landscaping and/or other 
work which alters any portion 
of the Covered Property 
from its natural state existing 
on the date the property 
was sold by the builder/
develop must be performed 
in accordance with the 
Desert Ridge Residential 

Design Guidelines?  This 
means that every building, 
residence, fence, canopy, 
exterior wall, sign, lighting, 
pool, foundation, roadway, 
driveway, drainageway 
or other structure or 
improvement built or 
erected on any Lot or Parcel 
must conform with the 
Design Guidelines.  Any 
changes, modifications, 
alterations, remodeling or 
maintenance that alters the 
exterior appearance of any 
improvement (including 
any change in color scheme) 
must comply with the Design 
Guidelines.  All exterior 

trees, bushes, shrubs, plants, 
or other landscaping planted 
or placed upon the Covered 
Property must be selected 
from the Approved Plant 
List set forth in the Design 
Guidelines.  

SUBMISSIONS
Before commencing any work 
covered by Section 5.3, each 
Owner shall submit to the 
Design Review Committee 
such plans and specifications 
for the proposed work as the 
Design Review Committee 
may request in accordance 
with the provisions of the 
Design Guidelines.  

DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE APPROVAL PROCESS

Since 1994, AAA Landscape has been the Desert Ridge Community 
Association preferred landscape maintenance service provider 
and community partner, providing a multitude of landscape 
designs, installations and maintenance services to the community 
throughout the years. We value tremendously the community 
partnership and the amazing relationships we have developed 
with the community residents over the past 24 years! We look 
forward to many more years of providing landscape maintenance 
services that will ensure Desert Ridge remains one of the most 

desired destination communities in all of Phoenix.

AAA Landscape would like to thank the Desert Ridge residents for 
the continued opportunity to serve your community and allowing 
us to be an integral part of the next generation of Desert Ridge 

development, growth and change to come!

It is the ongoing goal of 
the association to enforce 
the governing documents, 
and in doing so keeping the 
community beautiful and 
property values high.  The 
Desert Ridge Community 
Association Board of 
Directors and Design Review 
Committee appreciate our 
resident’s pride in ownership 
and the community.
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By Matt Keel, PGA

How you begin your backswing is 
important because it determines how the 
rest of your swing will go.  The position 
of your right palm, for a right-handed 
golfer, when your club is halfway back 
in your swing is a good indicator of a 
proper take away.  The position of your 
right palm can determine whether your 
clubface is open or closed as well as your 
club position.

The most common flaw I see my 
students make is fanning their right 
palm facing up toward the sky halfway 
back in their swing.  Figure 1 illustrates 
a right palm facing upward.  When 
your palm faces upward halfway back 
in your swing, the clubface becomes 

What’s Your 
Takeaway?

open.  From this position, you will 
either try to close or square the face 
at impact or will end up with an open 
clubface causing the ball to slice.  The 
second effect of the right palm facing 
upward is swinging the club inside your 
target line.

The second flaw I see while teaching is 
the right palm facing down toward the 
ground.  Figure 2 shows a right palm facing 
downward halfway back in the swing.  
When your right palm faces downward 
halfway back, the clubface becomes closed.  
With a closed clubface at this position, the 
club will be outside your target line.

The correct position of your palm halfway 
back in your swing is to have your palm 
perpendicular to the ground in a “shaking 

hands” position.  Figure 3 shows a better 
position halfway back in your swing.  At 
this position the clubface is square, and 
the club is parallel to the target line.  It’s 
important to understand that the clubface 
should be tilted slightly down in this 
position matching your spine angle versus 
the common misperception that the toe of 
the club should be pointing up.  From this 
position you will be able to swing your 
club on the correct swing plane and have 
a much better chance of having a square 
clubface at impact.

Making a proper take away is essential to 
making a good swing.  Try some practice 
swings where you stop and check the 
position of you palm halfway back in 
your swing.  You can also use video to 
see the position of your palm halfway 
back in your swing to determine any 
corrections that may be needed.

Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3

Matt Keel is the 
Director of Instruction 
at Wildfire Golf Club 
located at the JW 
Marriott at Desert 
Ridge Resort and

Spa.  For any questions or information
about golf lessons or programs, email
Matt at Mattkeel@pga.com or visit 
www.Mattkeelgolf.com.
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Contributed by Cynthia Boggs 
Cynthia Boggs Skin Care Salon

There are nearly 200 golf courses in the 
Phoenix metropolitan area, which includes 
Phoenix, Scottsdale, Glendale, Tempe and 
the far East and West Valley. That is over 
3,600 holes to consider to play. It is one of 
the reasons the golf world adores the Valley 
Of The Sun, and why the Valley loves golf!

There are so many choices of courses to play. 
You can choose an older course with large 
old trees. You can also choose one of our 
many desert courses that include many more 
hills and natural hazards.

No matter your desire or style of play, 
there are two things that all courses have 
in common; your skin and the intense 
Arizona sun and heat. So it is important that 

when you hit the links, that you do so with 
your skin prepared to handle the natural 
surroundings of the Valley Of The Sun with 
chemical free sunblock.

There can be no debate that prolonged 
exposure of your skin to the to the intense 
Arizona sun comes with great risks. So it 
becomes extremely important that you take 
the proper precautions to protect yourself and 
your skin. It is also equally important to all 
of us that we take the proper precautions to 
protect our environment and surroundings.

When choosing the proper sunscreen for 
you, you have to look at what they do, the 
SPF protection level and what are the active 
ingredients.

You may have noticed many of the common 

brands of sunscreens are being offered at 
discounts in retailers across America. Why 
is that? Because they contain parabens, such 
as benzophenone-3 and octinoxate. These 
chemicals have been shown to be extremely 

CALL TODAY: 480.535.6625
www.envisionpainting.com

EXTERIOR PAINTING
INTERIOR PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIRS
STUCCO REPAIRS
& MORE!

Preferred Painting Team in

Desert Ridge

Paint Now - Pay Later

RO
C 

25
51

23
, 3

00
48

0

Envision Painting exceeded 
my expectations. Very 

competitive price, good 
communication and 
outstanding service...

Google
average rating

4.9

GOLF, SUN AND SKIN
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detrimental to the coral reefs and their 
survival. So much so that many retailers, 
have banned products with these two 
ingredients. Studies have also shown that 
Benzophenone is also a human carcinogen.

It is important to you, and to the 
environment that you choose the 
best products that do not have these 

substances. You should also choose a 
sunscreen that includes natural minerals 
that are good and healing to your skin. 
One that aids in slowing the aging effect 
the sun has on your skin. One that 
protects your skin from the drying effects 
the sun has on your skin and prevents 
fine lines and wrinkles as well as certain 

skin diseases. Natural mineral sunblock 
does all of this and feels light and creamy 
on the skin.

Use sunscreens that are chemical free, 
free of oils, preservatives, or parabens. All 
this while remaining highly effective as a 
sunscreen and nourishing your skin at the 
same time.
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The Luxe 
The Luxe, a $145 million luxury 
condominium community located within 
the sought-after Desert Ridge neighborhood. 
The Luxe will be comprised of two- and 
three-bedroom floorplans and customizable 
penthouse units ranging in size from 1,636 
to 2,281 square-feet, priced from the high 
$600,000s. The community will feature 
223 condominiums that sit within six, 
four-story buildings once completed. The 
first two buildings in the initial phase will be 
completed Spring 2021.

 “With The Luxe, we’ve culminated our 40 
years of multifamily experience to create 
a community that caters exactly to what 
our buyers have asked for over the years,” 
said Alana Mann, President and Owner of 
The Statesman Group. “One of the most-
common requests is to find a solution for 
sound mitigation in condo buildings. We’ve 
found that the typical steel structure at other 
high-end developments around the Valley is 
not superior when it comes to reducing sound 
between residences. At The Luxe, we created 
a brand-new ‘super structure’ by incorporating 

Statesman Properties
wood and eight-inch, post-tension concrete 
slabs with sound absorbing mechanisms to 
reduce the noise homeowners will encounter 
from their neighbors. This is one of many 
upgrades buyers can expect at The Luxe.”

Each residence will feature modern, open 
living spaces with great rooms; expansive 
kitchens with built-in ovens, drop-in 
stovetops and oversized islands; large walk-in 
closets; and two enclosed underground 
parking units with storage and an optional 
garage gate for privacy. Homes at The Luxe 
will bring the outdoors in with massive 
cascading doors that open out to some of 
the Valley’s largest condominium patios 
complete with an optional outdoor kitchen, 
plus views of the water features, pool, 
courtyard and green spaces.  

Residents will also have access to a 
significant resort-style amenity offering 
designed for seamless indoor and outdoor 
living including an 12,767 square-foot 
clubhouse with an exposition kitchen and 
wine room, multi-seat movie theater, game 
area, indoor mailroom, working lounge and 
conference room; and a 4,000 square-foot 

A family-owned and operated 
real estate development company, 
Statesman owns 50 acres of land 
within the Desert Ridge master-
planned community located on Deer 
Valley Road between 52nd and 56th 
streets. With more than $300 million 
in residential development underway, 
The Luxe Condo Living occupies 10 
acres on the west side of the property 
while Montreux Luxury Apartments 
and The Manor Village Senior Living 
Center are situated on the east. They 
are separated by Toscana of Desert 
Ridge, Statesman’s nearly-sold-out 
condominium community. 

The company’s success didn’t 
come from adhering to a blueprint.  
Diversification has been paramount 
to the company’s success. During the 
recession that began in 2008, when 
80 percent of Phoenix development 
firms failed, The Statesman Group 
survived, thanks to its eclectic mix 
of projects. “We deal with a wide 
range of demographics, including 
multigenerational buyers, investors, 
renters, luxury clients, and seniors.  
The Statesman Group has led the 
way for resort-style communities by 
providing a maintenance-free lifestyle 
and enriched amenities all within 
desirable locations near shopping, 
dining and services. Statesman has 
also found it’s no longer enough 
for communities to only offer an 
expansive pool and fitness center as 
part of their amenity package.
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fitness center with Peloton Bikes, a yoga 
room and his and her steam rooms with 
showers. The amenities continue outdoors 
with two heated pools, one nearly Olympic-
sized length, chaise lounges and comfortable 
cabanas; an outdoor kitchen with barbecues; 
a picturesque Beer Garden-inspired space 
with strung bulb lighting and long communal 
tables, grass and picnic tables; and lush, 
verdant landscaping throughout the property.   
The Luxe will also offer a range of on-site 

services including a white-glove concierge, a 
full-time lifestyle director, a Member Services 
team member and an exclusive VIP program 
that connects homeowners with top-tier 
service providers to offer special discounts

Montreux Luxury 
Apartments 
Montreux Luxury Apartments is comprised 
of 335 one-, two- and three-bedroom luxury 
apartments ranging in size from 805 to 

1,518 square feet with rental pricing starting 
from $1,650 per month. “For Montreux, 
we conducted a number of focus groups to 
determine what prospective residents liked, 
disliked and wanted to see in the current 
multifamily market in the Valley and found 
that storage, sound and parking we’re the 
three biggest issues often associated with 
apartments,” said Alana Mann. “We were 
able to take that feedback to design and 
develop Montreux to feature condominium-
like apartments that are larger and unlike 
anything else in this area with first-to-
market, air-conditioned storage for larger 
items like Christmas trees and golf clubs 
attached to most units; secure underground 
parking; and extensive measures put in place 
to mitigate sound.” 

Montreux features modern, open living 
spaces with gourmet kitchens featuring 
white Quartz countertops, built-in 
microwave and dishwasher, stainless steel 
appliances and a walk-in pantry; large 
walk-in closets; and enclosed underground 
parking units with additional storage 
available. Residences will also offer 
expansive patios and balconies with 
urban, south-facing views and all top-floor 
penthouses will feature 12-foot ceilings. 
Residents will also have access to an array 
of amenities designed for seamless indoor 
and outdoor living including an 9,000 
square-foot clubhouse with a chef-style 
kitchen, lounge, double-sided fireplace and 
billiards table; a 2,200 square-foot fitness 
center overlooking the main pool with 
state-of-the-art equipment, multipurpose 
room with a sun deck for yoga, crafts and 
activities; a games room with a sports 
simulator, indoor/outdoor lounge and 
expansive entertainment deck; a business 
center; and indoor mailroom. The amenities 
continue outside with two resort-style pools 
with spas; a palapa with a large artificial turf 
area for events and bocce ball; a ramada 
with barbecues; a multipurpose lawn; a 
tennis and pickle ball court; pooch park; 
a firepit near the main pool; and a shaded 
deck overlooking the pool. 

continued on page 36
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continued from page 35

The Manor Village 
“The creation and development of The 
Manor Village is one of Statesman’s proudest 
endeavors. The concept was created with my 
grandmother in mind after my father searched, 
without success, for a senior-living community 
that would preserve her independence and 
quality of life,” said Alana Mann. With this 
expansion, we look forward to providing 
quality care to aging adults in the valley.

The Manors will offer a collection of 196 
independent-living, assisted-living and 
memory-care suites that will feature a variety 
of floorplans ranging in size from 446 to 1,043 
square feet. Suites will be equipped with 
a full kitchen, stackable washer and dryer 
and a state-of-the-art, emergency call and 
response system. The Manor Village offers 
a tailored experience for residents with a 
variety of professional services including a 
mobility specialist to create custom exercises 
suitable for seniors; a health and wellness 
team who personalize wellness plans; an 
executive chef and culinary team to prepare 
balanced, gourmet meals using local, 
farm-fresh ingredients; a massage therapist; a 
sleep expert; and a pharmacist experienced 
in geriatric medicine. Residents also have 
access to a wide range of weekly activities 

from yoga and Tai Chi classes to fun social 
events and off-site outings. The lifestyle and 
services offered at The Manors are designed 
to meet the changing needs of each resident 
while allowing them the time to focus on 
their favorite pastimes adding life to years 
and years to life.  The Manor Village will be 

completed for occupancy Winter of 2020.

Not many developers can say they have 
luxury for-sale, for-rent and a senior living 
community next door to one another in one 
of the Valley’s most desirable neighborhoods.  
Statesman is really creating a community for 
everyone here in Desert Ridge.

THE STATESMAN GROUP AT A GLANCE: 
www.statesmanusa.com

Toscana at Desert Ridge | Condominiums
The Luxe at Desert Ridge | Luxury Condominiums

The Montreux at Desert Ridge | Luxury Multifamily Apartments
The Manor Village at Desert Ridge | Senior Care Community
The Cays at Downtown Ocotillo, Chandler | Condominiums

Desert Willow 
Elementary School

SPANISH IMMERSION
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

SPANISH PRE-K-6

Desert Sun 
Academy

FRENCH IMMERSION
STEAM 

SPANISH PRE-K-6

Black Mountain 
Elementary School

PERFORMING ARTS
PRESCHOOL
SPANISH K-6

Lone Mountain 
Elementary School

STEM PROGRAM
CHINESE PRE-K-6

Horseshoe Trails 
Elementary School

CHINESE IMMERSION
HORSEMANSHIP
CHINESE PRE-K-6480.575.2000   www.CCUSD93.org

FREE ALL-DAY Kindergarten
Our five A+ elementary schools  – 

each with its own signature curriculum – 
offer FREE All-Day Kindergarten 

and Preschool at each location.

Cave Creek Unified School District 
is inspiring excellence in young minds.

VISIT US TODAY TO LEARN MORE! 
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We are having a wonderful 2nd semester at 
Wildfire Elementary School. There have 
been so many great events and lessons this 
semester. We started off the new year with 
a visit from the Fox 10 Morning Show 
and Cory McCloskey, where we had the 
opportunity to showcase our school and 
amazing students, staff, and community 
to the whole valley. Arizona Music Fest 
brought a mariachi band, taught about 
the instruments, and put on a fantastic 
performance for our students. It was such a 
fun, interactive, and educational event. At 
recess time, our students are enjoying our 
new 9 square in the air game. So much so, 
that the school is looking at purchasing a 
second game set so more students can play at 
one time. For Valentine’s Day, our amazing 
PTO put on a wonderful dance, Ties & 
Tiaras, for our community who had a great 
time dancing the night away.

While we have had a lot of fun so far this 
semester, we also have a lot to look forward 
to as we finish the 3rd quarter and move to 
the end of the year.

We are working hard in the classroom 
to prepare for the AzMERIT and AIMS 
Science State assessments taking place in 
April. Outside of the classroom, students are 

practicing and gearing up for the Paradise 
Valley District Field Day competition where 
Wildfire students will compete against the 
best athletes the rest of the district has to 
offer and our band & strings students will 
be performing at PV Mall for the Sights & 
Sounds of PV Schools Arts Festival.

Students in all grade levels will take their 
learning outside of the classroom and 
building by attending various field trips 
such as Friendly Pines in Prescott, the 
Butterfly Wonderland, and learning about 
the business world at BizTown from Junior 
Achievement.

We are continuing our partnership with the 

Arizona Science Center to help us move 
toward our goal of creating a world-class 
STEAM program at Wildfire Elementary 
School. We are working towards having all 
students, from Pre-K to 6th-grade, to engage 
daily in the engineering design process and 
continue to develop their 21st-century skills.

We are currently accepting enrollments 
and open enrollment applications for our 
fantastic kindergarten program for the 2020-
2021 school. We invite prospective students 
and their families to come tour Wildfire, see 
our classrooms and meet our amazing staff. 
To schedule a tour and learn more about 
Wildfire Elementary School, visit our school 
website at pvschools.net/wfes.

Wildfire Elementary School

Fox 10 Morning Show with 
Cory McCloskey (right)

9 square in the air gameField day

Mariachi band STEAM

STEAM

STEAM

Ties & Tiaras Dance
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Spring at Pinnacle
Another exciting yea

r is coming to an end
, but the fun never st

ops at Pinnacle.  In a
 few 

short weeks, we will 
be in full swing in o

ur spring sports seas
on.  Baseball and Sof

tball 

have put together som
e amazing teams, and 

our Track stars are o
ff and running.  Pinn

acle 

Tennis is going to Ac
e the Deseret Valley 

Region, and our Spiri
tline and Pom are dan

cing 

through the competit
ion.  It’s going to be 

a great spring seaso
n.  

DECA will be traveli
ng to Nashville this

 year to defend its t
itle of the Best in t

he West, 

and our POPs Choir w
ill perform in late A

pril.  Our famous Pin
nacle theater compan

y will 

also be hosting thei
r annual Dinner The

ater show on April 1
-4th.  In addition, ou

r student 

government has brou
ght back some exciti

ng traditions like H
oopcoming and the fa

mous 

Powder Puff football
 game.  This spring w

ill definitely be one
 to remember.  

Finally, Pinnacle Pro
m is just around the 

corner in April as we
ll, as our AP testing 

cycle.  

No doubt that our sch
olars will crush tho

se tests then Dance t
he night away at Pro

m.  The 

finale to a great yea
r is graduation.  Gra

duation is set for Ma
y 21st at the Peoria 

Sports 

complex and will be t
he highlight of the y

ear.  2019-2020 has be
en an amazing advent

ure,  

and we are looking f
orward to 2020-2021!

Most respectfully,

Chad J. Lanese, Princi
pal
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www.shopdesertridge.com

Desert Ridge Fit Fun
Barnes & Noble Courtyard 
HIIT | March 25 | 6:30PM
Kid & Family Yoga | April 3 |2PM
Puppy Yoga | April 8 | 6:30PM
HIGH Fitness | April 22 | 6:30PM
Kid & Family Yoga | May 4 | 6PM
Yoga + Beer | May 6 | 6:30PM
Glutes, Cardio + Core | May 20 | 6:30PM
Experience different fitness formats, including 
HIGH Fitness, Puppies & Yoga, Strength & 
Conditioning and more!  Talented Mountainside 
Fitness instructors will lead you through a 
60-minute class leaving you feeling rejuvenated. 

Fitness Formats: 
n  Puppy Yoga – BYOP! All are encouraged 

to bring your own puppy/dog of any age to 
incorporate into the 60-minute yoga session! 

n  Yoga + Beer – It’s back! Grab your mat and 
experience the art of yoga with a twist! 
Incorporate an ice-cold beer into your favorite 
poses!

n  Kid & Family Yoga – Roll-out your mat for an 
all levels 30-minute themed yoga session for 
the entire family!

n  HIIT – High Intensity Interval Training 
combines several moments of burst movements 
followed by low-intensity recovery periods. 

n  Zumba – Energizing dance class featuring exotic 
rhythms set to high-energy Latin  
and international beats

Year Round
Sip & Stroll | The District
Sip cocktails, beer and wine while you stroll 
through The District! Head over to the Copper 
Cantina Pop-up Bar at The District Stage and 
Barnes & Noble Courtyard to grab your drink. 
Visit shopdesertridge.com/sip for details. 

Live Music
Every Friday & Saturday Night 
The District Stage | Beginning at 5PM

Enjoy free live music every Friday and Saturday 
night at The District Stage. Enjoy live music, 
lawn games and craft cocktails, beer or wine. 
Grab a drink at Copper Cantina’s pop-up bar 
located next to The District Stage. 

Movies After Dark
The District Stage 

Movies After Dark returns, featuring an exciting 
lineup of new-release films on the big screen! 
Plus, sip on your favorite cocktail, beer or wine 
and enjoy grab and go deals at your favorite 
restaurants. Visit shopdesertridge.com/movies 
for details.

March Event
Easter Fest | March 28
The District | 12PM-2PM

Spring has arrived! Hop on over to meet the 
Easter Bunny and enjoy spring festivities, games, 
face painting and more! Snap a free photo with 
the Easter Bunny, and enjoy a festive balloon 
drop offering more chances to be a lucky winner! 

Spring Art Installation
On View March 28-April 30 | The District

Capture a colorful floral fantasia flittering above 
and buzzing with bees, bugs and blossoming buds. 
Visit shopdesertridge.com/bloom for details.

I Recycle Phoenix
April 4 | AMC Parking Lot | 7AM-12PM

Join Keep Phoenix Beautiful, the city of Phoenix 
and Desert Ridge Marketplace for the I Recycle 
Phoenix Festival! Don’t miss this one-stop 
recycling event for clothes, electronics, toys, 
office supplies, document shredding and more!  
For details, visit http://recyclecleanphoenix.
org/i-recycle-phoenix/index.html

May
Bubble Bash | May 9
Throughout The District | 11AM-1PM

Soak up the fun amongst a million bubbles 
throughout The District. Create your masterpiece 
at the bubble art station, wave your bubble wand 
and find giant bubbles float throughout the air, 
enjoy discovery stations, live entertainment, 
giveaways and more! Visit shopdesertridge.com  
for more details.

JUNE – AUGUST
 Movies After Dark LIVE
 July 23 | TIME TBD 

Catch a classic favorite come to life as theatrical 
performances transcend from the big screen! Sit 
back, relax and enjoy! Experience an exciting 
lineup of new-release films on the big screen at 
The District Stage! PLUS, sip while you watch! 
Grab a cocktail, beer or wine from Copper 
Cantina’s pop-up bar to enjoy during the show!

Events at Desert Ridge Marketplace
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RESTAURANT REVIEW

21001 N Tatum Blvd. Phoenix, AZ 85050
HOURS

Monday-Wednesday: 11 am - 11 pm
Friday-Thursday: 11 am - 12 am           

Saturday: 10 am - 12 am
Sunday: 10 am - 10 pm

thirstyliongastropub.com/arizona 
480.419.5070

DELICIOUS
RESTAURAN

TS   

IN THE  

DESERT   

RIDGE AREA
 

5 out of 5 stars ★★★★★

Thirsty Lion Gastropub & Grill 
in Desert Ridge may appear to be 
just your average neighborhood 
pub restaurant, but it’s anything 
but ordinary! 
After a long day, the one thing on your 
brain at 3 p.m. or 5 p.m. on a Friday is 
where to wind down for a delicious meal 
and beverages. So, with a reservation, one 
would think that it would be easy to drive 
to the restaurant that you have heard so 
much about and partake of a delicious meal. 
Well, it was not that easy since parking was 
a challenge as you drive around in hopes 
that someone will soon leave so you can 
take their space. Some people in our party 
had to park further out to visit this rumored 
fantastic restaurant tucked in the corner near 
Total Wines & More. The hostess greeted us 
with a warm smile, and an iPad to confirm 
that we had our reservations at 6:30 p.m. As 
we sat outside, we had the opportunity to 
listen to the upbeat music of different genres 
that everyone can enjoy.  

Our wait time was approximately 15 minutes 

or, so which was not bad for a place that 
filled up quickly around 6:30 p.m., but we 
were able to be seated in a timely fashion. 

The friendly, upbeat waitress was pleasant 
and knowledgeable about the plethora of 
food options on the menu. For starters, we 
ordered the Bacon Wrapped BBQ Prawns 
served with Newcastle BBQ sauce, Napa 
Slaw, and cilantro lime vinaigrette and 
Creamy Queso Dip made with Cheddar, jack 
and pepper jack cheese, roasted jalapenos, 
onion, and served with white corn tortilla 
chips. The Bacon Wrapped BBQ Prawns 
with the sweet BBQ was cooked well into 
the shrimp, and Creamy Queso Dip was a 
delightful start to the other meals that were 
going to be ordered that evening. 

The mouthwatering entree dishes to try at 
this restaurant are the Gastropub Burger, 
IPA Beer Battered Fish & Chips, Brussel 
Sprouts Quinoa & Roasted Chicken, and 
the Grilled Atlantic Salmon. 

The Gastropub Burger made with grilled 
sweet onion, maple pepper bacon, white 

cheddar, arugula, and horseradish was 
full of juicy flavor, filling, and made with 
perfection. 

The Brussel Sprouts Quinoa & Roasted 
Chicken was fresh and prepared well and, 
the IPA Beer Battered Fish & Chips were 
very crispy and tasty with the lemon caper 
tartar sauce. 

The Grilled Atlantic Salmon made with 
roasted garlic herb butter, fresh lemon, 
jasmine cilantro rice, and seasonal 
vegetables were unexpectantly flavorful for 
a pub, and it exceeded our expectations.  
Each order was prepared to perfection, and 
each plate was the right size for the price 
that will not break the bank. 

The atmosphere at Thirsty Lion Gastropub 
& Grill was fantastic, with plenty of 
conversation, laughter, and high energy as 
customers were enjoying exquisite meals at 
the tables around us and the bar. If you are 
looking for a place to eat and have a great 
time, this restaurant at the Desert Ridge 
Marketplace is the place to be.
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CPR AND AED TRAINING BY HEART SAVERS
SATURDAY, MAY 23

10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Cambria Hotel & Suites

DRCA MEGA COMMUNITY-WIDE YARD SALE
SATURDAY, APRIL 4

7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

EASTER EGG SCRAMBLE
FRIDAY, APRIL 10

5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Reach 11 Sports Complex

COFFEE CLUB
TUESDAY, APRIL 14
TUESDAY, JUNE 9

9 a.m.
Cambria Hotel and Suites

MEET AND GREET
TUESDAY, APRIL 14

6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Thirsty Lion Gastropub 

& Grill

FARMERS MARKET ON HIGH STREET
EVERY SUNDAY
UNTIL JUNE 21

10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

MEETINGS & EVENTS
DRCA OFFICE

5415 E. High Street, Suite A-133, Phoenix, AZ  85054 
(Parking Garage on 54th Street)

CASHMAN PARK
22222 N. 44th Street, Phoenix, AZ  85050
(5:30 a.m–11 p.m.–Daily  n  602.262.6696)

PINNACLE PARK (DOG PARK)
20900 N. Black Mountain Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85050 

(5:30 a.m–11 p.m.–Daily  n  602.262.6696)

E V E N T SM E E T I N G S

ASSOCIATION
Desert Ridge Community 
Association ..................................... 480.551.4553
REGULAR HOURS 

Monday–Friday ......................... 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
EMAIL 

desertridge.az@fsresidential.com
24/7 Customer Care Center ........ 480.551.4300

DRCA COMMITTEES
Communications Committee
communications@desertridgelifestyles.com
Lifestyles Committee 
lifestyles@desertridgelifestyles.com
Community Awareness Committee 
communityawareness@desertridgelifestyles.com
Design Review Committee
designreview@desertridgelifestyles.com
Finance Committee
finance@desertridgelifestyles.com
Nominating Committee
nominating@desertridgelifestyles.com
Public Affairs Committee
publicaffairs@desertridgelifestyles.com
SCP Parks Sub–Committee
scpparks@desertridgelifestyles.com

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
Vestar Branch ................................ 480.585.0170

PUBLIC SERVICES
Phoenix Water Department
M–F, 7:30 a.m.–5 p.m. .................... 602.262.6251
Weekends, holidays, after 5 p.m. ... 602.261.8000
Phoenix Police Department
Non–Emergency Crime Stop ........ 602.262.6151
Vacation Watch .............................. 602.495.5002
Desert Ridge Silent Witness ....... 480.WITNESS
Phoenix Public Works
Trash/Recycling/Bulk Pick-up ....... 602.262.7251
Arizona Game and Fish ............ 602.942.3000
Parks Forestry Department
Downed Trees in Right of Way ..... 602.262.9440
City of Phoenix Parks & Recreation,
Northeast Division ........................ 602.262.6696
Malfunctioning Traffic Signals .... 602.262.6021
Streets/Street Sweeping ................ 602.262.6441
Southwest Gas
Customer Service ........................... 602.861.1999
APS, 24 hour line  .......................... 602.371.7171
(Includes Street Light Outtage)
US Post Office  .......................800.ASK.USPS
Boulder Hills      800.275.8777
2550 E. Rose Garden Ln., Phoenix, 85050

Cox Communications ................... 623.594.1000
Centurylink .................................... 800.244.1111
Green Pools .................................... 602.506.6616
Maricopa County
Graffiti Busters .............................. 602.495.7014
Southwest Wildlife 
Conservation Center ..................... 480.471.9109
Dispatch–City 
24/7 Street Maintenance  
Concerns................................... 602.262.6441

SCHOOLS
Fireside Elementary ....................... 602.449.4700
Principal, Teresa Simmons
tsimmons@pvschools.net
Wildfire Elementary ...................... 602.449.4300
Principal, Ryan Schoonover
rschoonover@pvschools.net 
Desert Trails Elementary .............. 602.449.4100
Principal, Sarah Torrilhon
storrilhon@pvschools.net 
Explorer Middle School ................ 602.449.4200
Principal, Kyle Shappee
kshappee@pvschools.net
Pinnacle High School ................... 602.449.4000
Principal, Chad J. Smith, Ed.D
chsmith@pvschools.net

*MEETINGS AND EVENTS DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.  ASSOCIATION MEMBERS AND/OR MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ONLY.

COMMUNITY CONTACTS

The above meetings dates/times are subject to change.  Please check 
desertridgelifestyles.com calendar to confirm scheduled dates/times for the meeting listed above. 

DRCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
6 p.m.

Cambria Hotel & Suites
NO APRIL BOARD MEETING

WED., MAY 27
WED., JUNE 24

NO JULY MEETING  
SUMMER RECESS

DRCA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
 MEETING & ELECTION

6 p.m.
Cambria Hotel & Suites

Conference Room
THURS., APRIL 16

FINANCE COMMITTEE
9 a.m.

DRCA Office Conference Room
TUES., APRIL 28
TUES., MAY 26
TUES., JUNE 23

NO JULY MEETING 
SUMMER RECESS

DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE
4 p.m.

DRCA Office Conference Room
TUES., APRIL 7 & 28
TUES., MAY 5 & 19
TUES., JUNE 2 & 16
TUES., JULY 7 & 21

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
6:30 p.m.

DRCA Office Conference Room
THURS. APRIL 9
THURS., MAY 14
THURS., JUNE 11
THURS., JULY 9

LIFESTYLES COMMITTEE
6:30 p.m.

DRCA Office Conference Room
THURS. MAY 21
THURS., JUNE 18
THURS., JULY 16

SCP PARKS SUB-COMMITTEE
4 p.m.

Desert Ridge Conference Room
WED., APRIL 8
WED., JUNE 10

PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
4:30 p.m.

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
WED., APRIL 15
WED., JULY 15

COMMUNITY AWARENESS  
COMMITTEE

6:30 p.m.
Holiday Inn Express & Suites

TUES., JULY 14

DRCA OFFICE HOLIDAY CLOSURES
Memorial Day

MONDAY, MAY 25
Independence Day

FRIDAY, JULY 3
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CAMBRIA HOTEL & SUITES
4425 E. Irma Ln., Phoenix, AZ 85050

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS & SUITES
4575 E. Irma Ln., Phoenix, AZ 85050
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480.266.8785
info@Henbest.com | Henbest.com

17550 N. Perimeter Drive   |   Suite 160
Scottsdale, AZ  85255

The Henbest TeamThe Henbest Team Holly Henbest@HollyHenbesthollyhenbest

YOUR POT OF GOLD IS AT THE END OF THE RAINBOW!
INVENTORY IS LOW! WE HAVE BUYERS! LOOKING TO SELL?

Have your home featured here!

The HenBEST Team will be your Lucky Charm!
480.266.8785   |   Henbest.com

All of 85050 Zip Code
  3/1/20 1/1/20 3/1/19

 Active Listings 77 64 136

 Sales Per Month 44 42 45

 Months Supply 1.8 1.5 3

All of 85054 Zip Code
  3/1/20 1/1/20 3/1/19

 Active Listings 14 17 27

 Sales Per Month 7 11 8

 Months Supply 2 1.5 3.4

ZIP CODE TRENDS PER THE CROMFORD REPORT

Partner with the BEST! The HenBEST Team!
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Phoenix, Arizona 85054
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