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Desert Ridge Lifestyles magazine is the official community 
magazine of Desert Ridge, brought to you by the Desert 
Ridge Community Association. It is designed to keep you 
informed about what’s happening in your community, 
from clubs, activities and community programs to school 
information, special events, and more.

Reproduction in whole or in part of any text, photographs 
or illustrations without written permission from the 
publisher is prohibited by law. Trademarks, logos and 
content provided by advertisers, sponsors and partners 
are owned by their respective companies and all rights 
are reserved by them. The views, statements and claims of 
advertisers or other DRL contributors do not necessarily 
represent those of the publisher, Desert Ridge Community 
Association.

Printed in the USA. ©2017 
Desert Ridge Lifestyles Magazine. 
All rights reserved. Please recycle. 

“The vendors/service providers who are advertising, listed 
or otherwise referenced in the Desert Ridge Lifestyles 
magazine (hereinafter “Vendors”) are presented in 
good faith and provided as a convenience. The Desert 
Ridge Community Association (“DRCA”) makes no 
representations or warranties as to the qualifications or 
licensing of the Vendors listed.  Nothing contained herein 
is to be construed as a DRCA endorsement of any Vendor 
or recommendation to use any service, product, process or 
equipment promoted, offered, advertised or provided by 
any Vendor. DRCA cannot guarantee that these services 
or products will be performed to anyone’s satisfaction, and 
DRCA has no control over the accuracy of the services 
offered or provided.  The Vendors and services they offer 
or supply are supplied upon the condition that the persons 
receiving same will make their own determination as to its 
suitability for their purposes prior to use. In no event will 
the DRCA be responsible for claims or damages of any 
nature whatsoever resulting from or related to the use of or 
reliance upon any Vendor or the information, or services or 
products the Vendors offer or provide.

No representations or warranties, either express or implied, 
of service, merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose 
or of any other nature are made hereunder with respect to 
service or product offered or provided by any vendor.” 
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From the President

Doug Dickson

The Desert Ridge Community 
Association (DRCA) would 
like to recognize and thank 
Stephanie Rimmer for her time 
and service on the DRCA Board 
of Directors and on several 
committees during her term 
on the board…and to convey 
that she’ll truly be missed as she 
makes this transition to her new 
home in Washington.  

Stephanie joined the 
association’s board in 2014 with 
a strong focused and desire to 
grow community lifestyle events, 
activities and programs for every 
demographic and age group, to 
advance the development of 
more parks that aligned with 

the Desert Ridge 
Specific Plan based on 
the residential size of 
the community; and 
to actively expand 
the association’s 
governance role, 
responsibilities and 
influence at the city and state 
levels.

Stephanie’s hard work 
and contributions to the 
community can truly not be 
overstated and are immensely 
appreciated.  During her 3½ 
years as a member of the 
DRCA Board, Stephanie 
served as the Chairperson on 
the Lifestyles Committee, 

Finance Committee, 
Strategic Community 
Plan (SCP) Parks 
Sub-Committee, 
Vice-Chair of the 
SCP Planning Sub-
Committee and as a 
member of the Public 
Affairs -Committee.    

She co-authored the Desert 
Ridge Community Association 
Strategic Community Plan 
that became the genesis of 
the SCP Planning and SCP 
Parks Sub-Committees, that 
were established to advance 
the Desert Ridge Strategic 
Community Plan goals and 
priorities for development, 
drainage, density, roadways 

and infrastructure, parks and 
recreation. 

Stephanie’s contributions and 
legacy will endure for many 
years to come, as the board 
continue to actively pursue 
and advance the Desert Ridge 
Community Association 
Strategic Community Plan 
goals for the betterment of 
the community.   

The Desert Ridge Board of 
Directors and its management 
team are very grateful to 
Stephanie for all that we 
achieved together and 
we wish her continued 
involvement and success in 
her new community.

Stephanie Rimmer

Stephanie Rimmer - A Truly Valued Community Volunteer

The board of directors 
has approved the 2018 
budget and there’s great 
news!  Assessments 
will remain unchanged 
for yet another 
year – that’s 15 years 
in a row without an 

increase!   This is quite an accomplishment 
and the result of a great deal of work by 
those who serve on our board, committees 
and management team.  Thank you to 
everyone who has served and contributed 
to our success!

In an effort to help everyone understand 
where our funds are spent, we’ve detailed 
the operating expenses in the proposed 
budget on page 24 of this issue.  Take a 
moment to review the article and contact 
us with any questions.

STEPHANIE RIMMER
We’ve all enjoyed serving with director 
Stephanie Rimmer, who joined our board 
in 2014.  Her efforts on many committees 
have been appreciated and the effects 
of the Strategic Community Plan she 
co-authored will guide our community into 
the future.  On behalf of our board and 
community, thank you for your service!

CELEBRATING THE SEASON
Desert Ridge is a tapestry of people, places 
and perspectives woven together to form 
a rich and unique community.  We are 
wonderfully diverse, but come together 
as neighbors to create one of the most 
dynamic communities in our country.    
As a board, the Desert Ridge Community 
Association wishes you happy holidays 
and hopes this season will be a special 
time for you and your family.  For those 

not observing any holidays this season, 
we celebrate our friendship and the 
opportunity we have to be your neighbors.  

May we all enjoy peace, prosperity and 
health in 2018.

Doug Dickson 
President 
Desert Ridge Community Association

2018 Budget – 15 Years Without an Increase
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From the Lifestyles Chair

Patricia Brash

Tis truly the season for 
all our Desert Ridge 
residents to count 
our blessings, to give 
generously from our 
hearts to others, and to 
take the time to enjoy 
various fall events, 

activities, and festivities in the community, 
which is what makes Desert Ridge the best 
place to live, work and play. As you look 
through this issue of the magazine you will see 
all the pages filled with many of our signature 
fall and holiday events with something for 
everyone, including our residents returning 
for the winter in the desert.

FARMERS MARKET
The Desert Ridge Lifestyles Committee 
in partnership with SKB Companies and 
M&M Events are proud to announce that 
the Farmers Market is returning this fall 
to High Street on the 3rd Sundays from 
October 2017 through April 2018. From 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Come and enjoy this unique 
experience with fresh produce from 2 local 
farmers, a variety of specialty foods, crafts 
and much more at this unique market. The 
October Farmers Market will also have a 
Pumpkin Patch, so come and select a dandy 
pumpkin to carve while at the market.

TRUNK OR TREAT AND  
MOVIE NIGHT IN THE PARK
What a wonderful time of the season to 
enjoy both Halloween Trunk or Treat and 
our featured film, Despicable Me 2, under 
the stars with your family, neighbors and 
friends. We will have Trunk or Treat and 
the Movie in the Park at Cashman Park, 
Saturday, October 28, 2017. The Trunk or 
Treat sponsored by Desert City Church will 
be from 6 pm to 8 pm, and the Movie in the 
Park will begin at 7 pm. Come donned in 
your favorite Halloween costume and join 
us for the fun on the inflatables slides and 
bounce houses as you enjoy, hot dogs, cotton 
candy, snow cones, popcorn and sweet treats 
complimentary of Desert Ridge Community 
Association, Desert City Church, Urban 

Tactical Services and the Fireside PTO 
event partners and sponsors. 

LADIES NIGHT OUT
The Lifestyles Committee has a monthly 
Ladies Night Out from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
on the second Monday of every month 
October 2017 through April 2018. This 
social event is a wonderful time for our 
ladies in the community to relax, meet 
and mingle with their neighbors, friends, 
and make new acquaintances at various 
restaurants in the community. 
COFFEE CLUB
The Coffee Club is an informal gathering 
and breakfast setting of community members 
to discuss matters of common interest and 
concerns while also being provided with 
community updates from the Desert Ridge 
management team, Community Action 
Officer, board members and community 
partners.  The Coffee Club is sponsored by 
AAA Landscape here at the Desert Ridge 
Community Association office, at 9 a.m. on 
the second Tuesday of every other month.  
Join us on Tuesday, October 10th to discuss 
matters of interest and concern to you and 
your community.

SPORTS NIGHT OUT 
Formerly known as our Community Night 
Out, we’ll introduce to you Sports Night 
Out. It is an opportunity to meet with 
friends and neighbors every third Tuesday of 
October, January, and March to enjoy major 
sporting events. 

MEGA COMMUNITY-WIDE YARD SALE   
The Lifestyles Committee will have it last 
Mega Community-Wide Yard Sale of this 
calendar year on November 4, 2017, from  
7 a.m. to 2 p.m. All unwanted items such as 
clothing, shoes, furniture, books, electronics, 
and more can also be donated to the Goodwill 
of Central Arizona. Please see the flyer in this 
issue or go to desertridgelifestyles.com for 
more information. 

VETERANS DAY APPRECIATION BREAKFAST
The Desert Ridge Lifestyles Committee 
celebrates this special day we recognize 

all veterans of every branch at a breakfast 
ceremony at Mimi’s Café Desert Ridge on 
Friday, November 10th from 7 a.m. to 10 
a.m. If you are a Desert Ridge resident that 
have honored us all through your service 
in the armed forces, including active duty 
servicemen and servicewomen, please join 
us with your family members at Mimi’s 
Café complimentary of the Desert Ridge 
Community Association.   

HOLIDAY LIGHTING &  
DECORATING CONTEST
Our Lifestyles Committee will be hosting 
our Tenth Annual Holiday Lighting and 
Decorating Contest and the Holiday Trolley 
Tours.  This signature event is one our yearly 
favorites and has experienced a decade 
of continued success. We look forward to 
judging the holiday decorations and lights 
and recognizing our Desert Ridge residents for 
their beautiful holiday creativity, spirit and 
artistry. Homeowners can enter the lighting 
contest electronically or submit the form by 
filling out the form found in the Desert Ridge 
Lifestyles Magazine or downloading a form 
from desertridgelifestyles.com. 

HOLIDAY TROLLEY TOURS
The Desert Ridge Holiday Trolley Tours 
will depart from and return to the southeast 
corner of High Street and 54th Street.  
There will be a total of four (4) days of 
trolley tours with (3) trolleys departing 
for approximately a 60-minute tour of 
the community holiday decorations and 
lighting at 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. during each 
of the 4 nights.  Additional event details 
and ticket information are available in this 
magazine and on the community website at 
desertridgelifestyles.com.  

Please look for more event information 
in the community monthly e-blast and 
desertridgelifestyles.com and to share 
with friends and neighbors. 

Patricia Brash
Lifestyles Committee Chair
Desert Ridge Community Association
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In full disclosure, I have 
an active Real Estate 
license in Arizona. I 
am a real estate owner, 
investor, flipper, sales 
agent, buyers agent, and 
landlord in Arizona, 
formerly in Illinois, and 

member of multiple HOA boards.  That said, 
I proclaim myself qualified to write this piece.

Recently, a neighbor approached me. 
He said while cleaning his garage two 
gentlemen drove up in a Mercedes, identified 
themselves as Realtors and according to 
my neighbor, said that the building of the 
Sky Crossing Community developement 
is going to drive down prices of homes in 
Aviano, and that he should put his house on 
the market soon.  He then asked me what 
I thought.  My answer was three parts. First 
of all, it is at the very least an unethical 
statement by a licensed professional. Second, 
was this their opinion or are they trying to 
pass this along as factual? If so, where are 
their facts? Third, it’s basically illegal to 
incite fear selling.

Relative value 
Truth is, no one can accurately predict 
future prices especially with unknowns. At 
the time of this piece, prices in Sky Crossing 
have not been published . . . neither were 
their upgrades scheduled, exact delivery 

dates, or details about amenities.  We know 
the developers paid $100,000,000 and plan 
to build 1,621 homes. They will also build 
an elementary school, community center, 
and neighborhood parks.

We know the community is boarded by 
Black Mountain Blvd., the soon-to-be Deer 
Valley Rd. improvements, a treatment plant, 
and a National Cemetery.  This is not a 
malicious statement in any way or one that 
would question the value of the homes.  The 
homebuilders, Pulte and Taylor Morrison 
are highly regarded with great reputations. 
But when talking about the effect a new 
community has on resale prices of homes 
in a neighboring community, more comes 
into play than just construction costs or 
sales prices. Relative value comes into 
consideration.  In our case here, I call it the 
Desert Ridge effect.

About Desert Ridge 
Desert Ridge is a master-planned community 
carved out of land owned by the State Land 
Trust and incorporated in 1992.  When 
fully built, Desert Ridge will be home to 
over 20,000 households and a community 
of over 55,000 residents. Although Desert 
Ridge is part of Phoenix, this will make the 
population of Desert Ridge the seventh 
largest city in Arizona.  The available land 
is still subject to the original population 
density plan with amenities to be added when 

From the Communications Chair

Rob Reichstein

Some 
Real
Estate 
Facts

population numbers are reached.  The master 
developer, the community management team 
at FirstService Residential, and the engaged 
Desert Ridge Community Association board 
all actively review the plan. Combined, their 
functions are to monitor growth, maintain 
standards, ensure strong fiscal management, 
and attract residential and commercial 
investment that will maintain Desert Ridge 
home values.  Yes, there is a master association 
assessment of roughly $1 a day that has not 
increased in 15 years, which is a testament to 
the Desert Ridge value received and is well in 
excess of the costs.

Value of a master developer 
One sales feature of communities adjacent 
to Desert Ridge is that they will not have 
to pay a master association assessment in 
addition to their subassociation.  This appeals 
to many. But who will speak up for the 
community to the city and state government? 
Who will actively lobby and represent the 
broader, more global interests and needs of 
the neighboring residents that are not within 
the master-planned community of Desert 
Ridge?  Invariably they should benefit, as well 
as Desert Ridge, from the surrounding future 
developments. So let’s get back to price  
and relative value. 

Here is the basic premise:
Price is what you pay, value  
is what you receive.  

Which is where the Desert Ridge  
effect comes in:
In my experience in real estate, I cannot 
recall a community experiencing widespread  
home price reductions in growing and well 
managed communities outside of either macro 
economic conditions or environmentally 
impacting events.  I have, however,  seen 
prices decrease in communities that 
experience stagnation, improper management, 
or a lack of leadership.

If you have attended a DRCA meeting, 
read the blast emails, or logged onto the 
DesertRidgelifestyles website, you’ll see how 
the Desert Ridge board and management 
team are working diligently to grow and 
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improve our community.  In great part to 
their efforts, we have Banner Healthcare 
building a new facility on Irma Ln., with 
ongoing discussions with other enterprises 
interested in coming to Desert Ridge. 
We are home to the Mayo Hospital, 
American Express campus, the MIM, the 
new research facility planned for ASU, and 
the projected buildout of pharmaceutical 
facilities along Mayo now named the 
Mayo Research corridor.  The established 
enterprises as well as the new enterprises 
are located in Desert Ridge and will further 
enhance the brand, and the community. 

An important element  
of price and value 
The other communities can only market 
as “close to Desert Ridge”. A definite 
differentiator in marketing. And by 
identifying its location to Desert Ridge acts 
to further reinforce our brand. 

There is no wrong answer as to what a person 
values in a home.  I’m confident that the 
homes in Sky Crossing will be magnificent. 
Many Desert Ridge residents and buyers new 
to the area may decide to relocate there.  As 
many as 1,621 in total.  We stand to benefit 
from the interest as well.

Sky Crossing will spend a significant amount 
of money marketing the community. This 
brings additional interest and buyers to the 
area.  Those buyers that are in a position to 
wait until a new home is built could very well 
choose to buy in Sky Crossing. Those that can 
not wait and desire a home in this area, may 
well turn to homes in Aviano, Fireside, etc. 
with the economic law of supply and demand 
coming into play.  Which is why no one can 
uniformly say prices will plummet here strictly 
because a new development is being built 
close. It’s just wrong. And, it is selling Desert 
Ridge short.  

Desert Ridge Marketplace News

THE BODY LAB NOW OPEN 
We are happy to announce that The Body Lab is now open! The Body 
Lab pilates+ specializes in Lagree Fitness, the regime of choice by 
Hollywood’s elite. The 50-minute, intense total-body workout, done 
on the patented MegaFormer, is a unique fusion of Pilates, cardio and 
strength training. They are located between Pearle Vision and 
Mattress Firm. Stop by and sign up to try your first class FREE! 
 

NEW TENANTS COMING SOON 
Desert ridge Marketplace is thrilled to announce that FIT36 will be 
opening early May! They offer 36 minute high intensity interval training 
(HIIT) workouts. In addition, Barrio Queen will be joining us and 
opening later this summer. Barrio Queen offers authentic Southern 
Mexican food, unique drinks and extensive tequila and mezcal 
menus.  Lastly, MidiCi The Neapolitan Pizza Company will be opening 
this summer. They offer fully personalized pizzas baked-to-order in a 
traditional wood-fired brick oven. We are excited for these tenants to 
join the Desert Ridge Marketplace family! 
 

NEW ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF 
SECURITY 
We are excited to welcome Jaime Manjarrez, who is the new 
Assistant Director of Security. He worked here at Desert Ridge 
Marketplace about 2 years ago and then moved on to work at 
Tanager Outlets. We are very lucky to have him back on the team! 
Please give him a warm welcome and contact security, 480-419-
8101, if you need any assistance or have questions or concerns.  
 
 

  Laura Gonzalez 
  General Manager 
  480.513.7586 
  Lgonzalez@vestar.com 

Kristina Rauscher 
Sr. Marketing Director                                                 
480.513.7586 
krauscher@vestar.com 
 

Mikeia Kennerly 
Asst. Property Manager 
602.553.2713 
mkennerly@vestar.com 

Makenna Willhite 
Marketing Coordinator 
602.553.2626 
mwillhite@vestar.com 
 

Security Dispatch 
480.419.8101 

 2 0 1 7 
A P R I L 

NOW OPEN
MidiCi opened last month to rave reviews 

by the Phoenix New Times and Yelpers. 
MidiCi serves up fresh Neapolitan pizza, 

salads and desserts using authentic Italian 
ingredients in a stylish, fast-

casual atmosphere.

COMING SOON
The much-anticipated Barrio Queen will open in 
October. The artist-designed, 5,700-square-foot 

restaurant will include a tree-covered outdoor lounge, 
open kitchen, private tequila tasting room, and artwork 
from local and Mexican artists. Barrio Queen’s menu will 
include favorites from the restaurant’s legendary lineup, 

as well as specialty items created specifically for the 
Desert Ridge Marketplace location. Diners will witness 
chefs create tortillas, as well as the visual spectacle of 
the trompo, a rotating vertical spit crafted specifically 

for the famous Mexican dish known as Al Pastor.
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E x p l o r e  H o l i d a y  A c t i v i t i e s

Oct. 22 – Nov. 7   |   8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Desert Botanical Garden  
1201 N. Galvin Pkwy., Phoenix, AZ

Ofrenda, or “offering,” is part of the 
traditional Mexican celebration of Día 
de los Muertos. To honor those who have 
passed away, an altar is placed in the home 
and adorned with photographs, flowers, 
decorations, lit candles, food and drink. This 
act of preparing an altar of offerings to the 
dead helps transform grief into acceptance. 
View original Ofrenda installations by 
Arizona artists that have been created 
specifically for this exhibition.

dbg.org/events

Día de los Muertos 
Celebration

Here is a very special chance for you and the entire family to experience the magic of The 
Polar Express™, the classic children’s book by Chris Van Allsburg. 

The Grand Canyon Railway’s Polar Express comes to life when the train departs the Depot 
in Williams, AZ for a journey through the dark and quiet wilderness for a special visit to the 
“North Pole.” Enjoy hot chocolate and cookies while listening to the magical story. Watch 
the joy on the children’s faces when the train arrives at the North Pole, where Santa Claus 
and his reindeer are waiting. Santa will board The Polar Express and hand each child their 
own special gift. Make this a family holiday tradition. Call today to make your reservations 
because space is limited to those who truly believe in the spirit of Christmas! Please check 
website for specific dates the Polar Express is offered and to make reservations.

thetrain.com/special-events/the-polar-express/

The Polar Express 
Train Ride

Nov. 10 – 12   |   10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Desert Botanical Garden  
1201 N. Galvin Pkwy., Phoenix, AZ

Chiles & Chocolate Festival is the ideal 
recipe for a sweet and spicy weekend. 
Sample and shop your way through Arizona’s 
top chile and chocolate vendors. Indulge 
in gourmet chocolates, zesty sauces, fresh 
fire-roasted chiles and other delights. Listen 
to catchy musical mixes and enjoy fiery live 
performances of Latin, Brazilian and Spanish 
dance on Boppart Courtyard.

dbg.org/events

Chiles & Chocolate 
Festival

Want to know what to do with your family? 
Check out www.visitarizona.com for must see events, exhibits and local festivals.

THE BRIAN SETZER 
ORCHESTRA’S 14TH 
ANNUAL ‘CHRISTMAS 
ROCKS! TOUR’

Dec 15   |   6 p.m. 
Celebrity Theatre 
440 N. 32nd St., Phoenix, AZ

BRIAN SETZER belongs to an elite group 
of artists who’ve had four super successful 
phases of his career, from the Stray Cats, to 
solo albums, The Rockabilly Riot to BSO. 
The BSO show seamlessly encompasses music 
from all these phases. “The music I play in the 
big band is rock n’ roll with a jazz influence,” 
says SETZER. “What keeps it fresh is the 
quality of the players in the band. Also a 
big part of keeping the big band fresh is the 
arrangements; writing the arrangement for 
18-19 people is like writing a song within a 
song. It makes the song you might have heard 
many times sound new again.”

Nov. 2017 thru Jan. 2018   |   3:30 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.  
Williams Train Depot 
Williams, AZ
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480.330.0735

What’s on your list? 
Let us make your Christmas dreams come true! 

DesertRidgeBlog.com

Doug & Kathy Ingersoll

Experience !                
Demand Excellence, 

Spooner Desert Ridge - 20830 North Tatum Blvd., Suite 170    Phoenix AZ 85050 

www.SpoonerPT.com 

Call to schedule your appointment today! 
 

(480) 502 - 5510 

Mention this Ad for a  
FREE Injury Screen!  

 General Orthopedics 
 Spine Rehab 
 Sports Training 
 Sports Injuries Rehab 
 ASTYM 

 Spooner Fit 
 Workers’ Compensation Rehab 
 Functional Integrated Training 
 Dry Needling 
 Vestibular Rehab 
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After a several-year hiatus, the Farmers Market 
on High Street is back with a monthly event 
serving up food and fun.
Popping up every third Sunday from October to 
April from 10am to 1pm, the Farmers Market on 
High Street is the north Valley’s newest market 
featuring more than 60 vendors offering produce, 
food, art and fun to take home and enjoy. 
Stroll the closed street with friends and family 
while browsing market vendors offering the 
likes of: organic produce, locally grown fruits & 
vegetables, artisan breads, baked goods, cookies 
& toffees, seafood, local honey, vinegars & oils, 
pastas, tamales, hummus, spices, sausages, 
cheese curds, jellies, kettle corn, art & handmade 
crafts – and much more!

After visiting the Farmers Market, stay 
on High Street enjoy lunch at one of High 
Streets many eateries including, Modern 
Margarita, La Bocca, Mellow Mushroom, 

Growler USA, Kona Grill, Firehouse Subs 
and more.

Farmers Market admission and parking is 
always free.

Farmers Market on High Street takes place 
at High Street, the North Valley’s growing 

entertainment district, home to restaurant, bar, 
entertainment, retail and services. High Street 

is located 5415 E. High Street in Phoenix, next to 
Desert Ridge Marketplace. Exit off the Loop 101 

at 56th Street. 

THIRD SUNDAYS      10am - 1pm      OCTOBER through APRIL
HighStreet.com



TUES. | JAN. 16 | 5-7 P.M.
LOCATION TO BE ANNOUNCED

Third Tuesdays, October, January and March
RSVP required to desertridge.az@fsresidential.com

THIRD SUNDAYS      10am - 1pm      OCTOBER through APRIL
HighStreet.com

JOIN IN ON THE FUN 

Watch for eblast or visit desertridgelifestyles.com for locations

            
     RSVP required to desertridge.az@fsresidential.com

Second Monday each
 month October thru April

5-7 p.m.
Location to be announced
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Goodwill of Central Arizona will be parked at 2 locations: Cashman Park at Desert Ridge,  
22222 N. 44th Street, Phoenix and BGCS Vestar Branch, 3975 E. Lockwood, Phoenix from 12–4 pm 

collecting unwanted clothing, shoes, furniture, books, electronics, housewares, and more! Donations 
are tax deductible and support the 5 Desert Ridge Schools and Goodwill programs and services that 

give local job seekers the skills and training they need to find employment and become self-sufficient.

IF YOU RESIDE IN A GATED NEIGHBORHOOD, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR  
SUB-ASSOCIATION COMMUNITY MANAGER FOR INFORMATION.
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OKTOBERFEST AND DISH IT OUT CULINARY EVENTS 
Return to High Street October 21st and October 22nd
OKTOBERFEST FOR PARKINSON’S RESEARCH 

BRINGS BEER, BRATS AND BANDS BACK TO HIGH STREET 
ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21ST FROM 5PM TO 9PM 

In its 13th year, the Oktoberfest for Parkinson’s Research is hosted 
by the Baehr Challenge. The event offers plenty of food, games, 

wines and raffle prizes to help make a difference for an excellent 
cause. All proceeds help fund scientific research to find better 

treatments and a cure for Parkinson’s and support local 
organizations that guide and serve those with Parkinson’s 

as well as their families and care partners.

Tickets start at $20 and are available now at baehrchallenge.org. Parking is free.

DISH IT OUT
THE VALLEY’S MOST EXCITING HIGH-END CULINARY EVENT RETURNS  

TO HIGH STREET ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22ND FROM 4PM TO 8PM 
Featuring your favorite Valley restaurants, Dish It Out benefits 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Phoenix, with all proceeds 
providing safety, meals and opportunities for the youth of Phoenix. 

Enjoy food and drink from 50 Valley eateries going head-to-head in 
a gourmet melee to knock out childhood hunger. This event has it all:

top-shelf talent serving up their signature dishes, live musical 
entertainment and the Valley’s most innovative chefs battling it out 
on the Dish It Out kitchen stage for the title of Dish It Out Champion.

Tickets start at $75 and are available now at DishItOutAZ.org. Parking is free.

Both events take place at High Street, the North Valley’s growing 
entertainment district, home to restaurant, bar, entertainment, retail and services. 

High Street is located 5415 E. High Street in Phoenix, next to Desert Ridge Marketplace. Exit off the Loop 101 at 56th Street. HighStreetAZ.com

Photos by: Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Phoenix
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Winners of the 2016 Desert Ridge Holiday Lighting and Decorating Contest. Photos courtesy of DRCA staff.

Tis the Season for Holiday Festivities and Fun

DESERT RIDGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
5415 E. High Street, Ste. 220, Phoenix, AZ 85054 n 480-551-4559 phone n 480-551-6000 fax n Email: desertridge.az@fsresidential.com

2017 Tenth Annual Holiday
Lighting & Decorating Contest

Our community 10th Desert Ridge Holiday 
Lighting and Decorating Contest will 
arrive soon...and so will our Desert Ridge 
Holiday Trolley Tours of the community!  
What a great way to view the beautiful 
Holiday displays throughout Desert Ridge.  
Our Desert Ridge Board and Lifestyles 
Committee members would like to

encourage our community participation 
to commemorate our first decade of 
the holiday lighting and decorating 
contest and invite our residents, their 
families and friends to enjoy an evening 
of Holiday fun on these great trolleys 
tours.  Please be reminded to submit your 
Holiday Lighting and Decorating Contest 
forms by December 1 to the Desert Ridge 

Community Association office by delivery 
in person, mail, fax or email to desertridge.
az@fsresidential.com.  Trolley tickets will 
only be available for online purchase via the 
desertridgelifestyles.com website. Trolley 
tickets will be available for online purchase 
beginning the day after Thanksgiving.  
Trolley seats are limited and tickets 
will be sold on a first come basis. 

|   Desert Ridge Lifestyles   |   Holiday 2017
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Tis the Season for Holiday Festivities and Fun

DESERT RIDGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
5415 E. High Street, Ste. 220, Phoenix, AZ 85054 n 480-551-4559 phone n 480-551-6000 fax n Email: desertridge.az@fsresidential.com

2017 Tenth Annual Holiday
Lighting & Decorating Contest

Community Association

Holiday 2015   |   Desert Ridge Lifestyles   |

Community Association

How to Enter Contest
Please email the following information to desertridge.az@fsresidential.com 

with your email subject line title:  “DRCA Holiday Contest Entrant”
Name, Address, City, State, Zip Code, Phone and Email

*Rules subject to change without notice.

Exciting Prizes for the Best Lights & Decorations
Overall Best Presentation .............. 2 Night Stay at JW Marriott plus $200 gift card
Best Creative Presentation ............ $150 gift card
Deck the Halls ................................. $150 gift card
Winter Wonderland ........................ $150 gift card
Best Theme ...................................... $150 gift card

Rules
1. Your contest entry info must be received by Friday, December 1, 2017 by email only (see email instructions below). 

2.  The association will begin marking entrant’s yards for judging the week of Monday, December 4, 2017.

3. Residents are not required to be at home however, the holiday display must be illuminated from 6 p.m. until 
 10 p.m. starting on Monday, December 4 ending on Friday, December 20, 2017.

4. Winners will be notified by the association.

5. Contestants must be a member in good standing with all assessments current and no existing compliance  
 matters outstanding with the association.

By way of entering the Holiday Lighting and Decorating Contest your entry does not secure and/or guarantee  
placement on the homeowner Holiday Trolley Tour route and may only be added to the judging sheet. 

Entries not chosen as a winner are eligible for one of twenty (20) $25 gift cards to be awarded from a drawing of all eligible 
entries received. Contest winners are not eligible to win the same category in consecutive years.  All prizes and entrants 
gift cards must be claimed no later than Friday, February 2, 2018.  Prizes and/or gift cards not claimed by the stated due 
date will be forfeited.  Photograph will be taken of winning holiday displays and are property of the Association.  

*Accommodations courtesy of JW Marriott Phoenix Desert Ridge Resort & Spa.
*Gift cards, courtesy of Desert Ridge Community Association.

FEATURE
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High Street Fountain Court
5415 E. High Street, Suite 220, Phoenix, AZ 85054

Meet Here 

for Tro
lley

Holiday Trolley Tour
Come join us with your family and friends for a fun-filled night and tour the Desert Ridge Community by 

Trolley and see the wonderful Holiday displays. These Trolleys are fully enclosed with glass viewing. 
Seats are limited and on first come first served basis. Tickets are only available for online purchase 

on the desertridgelifestyles.com website beginning the day after Thanksgiving.

 EVENT DATES December 14, 18, 19, and 20
 EVENT TIMES 6:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.
 COST $9 per person 
  Ticket price includes 60 minute trolley ride, refreshments, treats, 3D glasses and holiday craft. 
  (Tickets must be purchased online only by credit card or debit bank card via 
  Desert Ridge Lifestyles website, desertridgelifestyles.com after Thanksgiving Day)
 CHECK-IN TIME 15 minutes prior to departure. Trolleys depart promptly, be on time. 
 ACTIVITIES & TREATS 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
  Please join us for cookies, hot chocolate and crafts at Pinspiration.
 DEPARTURE LOCATION High Street Fountain Court, 5415 E. High Street, Phoenix, AZ 85054

DESERT RIDGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
5415 E. High Street, Ste. 220, Phoenix, AZ 85054   n   phone 480-551-4559   n   fax 480-551-6000   n   Email: desertridge.az@fsresidential.com

Trolley Registration Begns After Thanksgiving Day
Seats are limited and on first come first served basis. 

Tickets must be purchased online only by credit card or bank debit card via 
Desert Ridge Lifestyles website, desertridgelifestyles.com after Thanksgiving Day

DATE AND TIME OF DEPARTURES
Dec. 14  6 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.      Dec. 18  6 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.     Dec. 19  6 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.      Dec. 20  6 p.m. or 7:30 p.m. 

Community Association

By way of entering the Holiday Lighting and Decorating Contest your entry does not secure and/or guarantee  
placement on the homeowner Holiday Trolley Tour route and may only be added to the judging sheet. 
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Holiday Trolley Tour
Holiday Spirit
I Love the holiday season.  It’s the time 
when all have a reason to celebrate 
and a time we should all be in good 
spirits.  In fact, if you Google “December holidays” you will find 
a holiday to celebrate this season for many religions and beliefs 
in the World.

The holiday season kicks off with the retail community’s 
invention, “Black Friday”, which now starts on Thanksgiving 
or before, and essentially lasts until the day after Christmas 
with what the British, Canadians, and Australians celebrate, 
boxing day.  That gives us over a month of wishing good 
tidings to all, buying gifts, and more gifts, attending parties, 
overeating, buying bigger clothes because we ate too much, 
and figuring out our vacation days to max out our time off 
during the season. And after we get done, unwrapping presents, 
cleaning up, figuring what we will return to the stores, we have 
less than a week to get ready for the grand finale, New Year’s 
Eve. That’s when we make our annual resolutions to lose the 
weight we gained from all the celebrating. I’m exhausted just 
thinking about it all.

The holidays can also bring about feelings of stress, 
overwhelming pressure, and depression. So, when I happened 
to watch an episode of Seinfeld in 1996 where a character, 
Frank Castanza, known for his emotional outbursts, goes into 
a diatribe of how Christmas was so stressful that he created his 
own less stressful holiday, Festivus, I got it.

The episode is called “The Strike”.  It was written by Seinfeld 
writer, Dan O’keefe. Dan’s father, Daniel had earlier created 
the idea of a non-secular holiday as an alternative to Christmas 
and titled it: “Festivus, for the Rest of Us!”  The episode 
depicted the Festivus celebration:

It is celebrated on December 23rd not to conflict with 
Christmas.  The symbol is a plain aluminum pole, no 
decorations (less stressful). The holiday dinner is meatloaf 
on a bed of lettuce, I don’t think anyone is cooking all day to 
prepare this feast.  

Ways of Celebrating
During dinner is the Airing of Grievances.  Celebrants go 
around the room exchanging grievances with each other.  
(Kind of how my family’s meals end up everyday). 

Next we have the Feats of Strength.  
The head of the household challenges 
guests to wrestling matches.  The first 
one to pin the head of the household 

wins. I’m just reporting here, can’t explain this.

The last plank of the celebrations is the Festivus Miracles. 
This part is more contrived as celebrants try to find or create 
a miracle during the meal.  How do you create a miracle?  
I’m not sure but if your family is anything like mine, making 
it through dinner without someone getting upset, angry, 
or storming away from the table, well, that would be our 
miracle.

A Cult Following
Before you dismiss Festivus as just a comedic parody of 
Christmas consider this:  It has attracted a cult following 
including Jim Doyle, the former Governor of Wisconsin, 
Brian Billick, the former coach of the Baltimore Ravens,  
and my favorite Ben and Jerry’s who created a tasty 
combination of brown sugar cinnamon with ginger bread 
chunks and a ginger swirl ice cream.  A reason by itself to 
celebrate Festivus!

That leaves me with this moral dilemma:  Is a Ben and Jerry’s 
ice cream flavor enough reason to celebrate Festivus even 
though Hallmark has not developed a line of greeting cards to 
sell, retailers do not use it for special  promotions, the USPS 
does not honor it by  issuing a commemorative stamp, or  
Federal or State offices are not closed for it’s observance,  and 
therefore results in no days off of work?  I’m conflicted, so let’s 
see how you feel about Festivus by taking a poll.  Simply go to 
DesertRidgelifestyles.com/surveyFestivus.  Click Festivus yes 
or no. We will publish the results on December 22nd, Festivus 
Eve, on the DesertRidgelifestyles.com website.

Happy Holidays
In the meantime, I want to wish you the safest and happiest  
of whatever holiday you celebrate. 

For me, you can wish me anything you’d like, including 
FESTIVUS for all of us!

Special thanks to Google for providing the details.
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Contributed by:  
Robert Reichstein 
Communications Chairman

House pets are very intuitive.   
They mirror the emotions of 
the humans around them.  If 
you have a house pet, you know 
when you are happy so are 
they...angry or sad, they feel it 
too.  When the air is rich with 
excitement of a celebration, 
they get excited as well.

Homeless pets living in shelters 
and rescues are no different. 
Around the holidays, they feel 
the excitement as well from the 
staff and visitors. You know that 

feeling of just being a little more 
excited about your celebration 
plans.  However, shelter pets do 
not get to join in their family’s 
celebration. It’s just another 
night at the shelter.   Desert 
Ridge residents, Marcie and Rob 
Reichstein set out to change 
that.  They believe shelter pets 
deserve a holiday treat too, so 
they created, The Santa Paws 
Project.Org. in 2014.

The Santa Paws project collects 
donations of new dog and cat 
toys to be distributed to all the 
pets in residence at Maricopa 
Country Animal Care and 

Control (MCACC). And the 
drive is gaining momentum.

In its inaugural year 400 toys 
were collected. Since 2015, 
with the help of the Aviano 
Community Center, Fireside 
Community Center, The 
Desert Ridge Community 
Association (DRCA), 
Earnhardt North Scottsdale 
Hyundai, and Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services 
AZ Properties, and Kong, 
collections have exceeded 
1,600. Enough for every shelter 
Pet at MCACC to have their 
own holiday gift. But, The 
Santa Paws Project is not 
stopping there!

The Reichstein’s goal is to 
provide a holiday treat for 
every sheltered house pet in 
the Valley.  Ambitious? “Not 
really when you consider how 
many pet loving humans we 
have in the valley” Marcie 
points out.  It’s just a matter of 
getting the word out. Thanks 
to the community residents, 
DRCA, CCMC, FirstService 
Residential, The Phoenix Dog 
magazine, and the growing list 
of enterprises signing on as 
collection locations, this year 
is already off to a great start. 
PetSense, headquartered in 
Scottsdale, has already donated 
over 450 toys and supplies. With 
all these wonderful organizations 
help, Marcie feels confident 
that the Santa Paws Project will 
achieve its goal.  

This year collections will begin 
November 20th and run through 

December 15th.  Locations 
will be posted on the website 
TheSantaPawsProject.org and on 
Facebook//TheSantaPawsProject.
org.   We will accept collections 
at the Aviano Petapalooza on 
November 5th at the Aviano 
Park.  

For more information about 
The Santa Paws Project .org 
Please feel free to contact 
Marcie or Rob at 602-551-
6314, or the web site http//
ThesantaPawsProject.org

The Santa Paws Project does 
not accept monetary donations.  
If instead of dropping a toy at a 
location and you wish instead 
to make a financial donation, 
please contact Jose Santiago, 
Public Information Officer 
at Maricopa County Animal 
Care and Control 2500 South 
27th Ave. Phoenix, AZ 85009. 
602-506-2759 

Thank you!

Bring Holiday Joy 
to Pets in Shelters
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TOP MORTGAGE LENDER  
in the  

PHOENIX AREA
Whether you are buying your first home, moving across town or 
refinancing your current mortgage, Fairway Independent Mortgage 
Corporation is here to help. We offer several home financing  
products that can help make homeownership more affordable with 
the speed and service you deserve.

Contact the POTEMPA TEAM today for 
more information!  

Copyright©2016 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation. NMLS#2289. 4801 
S. Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718, 1-877-699-0353. All rights reserved. This is 
not an offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, 
rates and programs are subject to change without notice. All products are subject 
to credit and property approval. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. Equal 
Housing Lender. AZ License #BK-0904162.

TIMOTHY POTEMPA
Branch Manager  |  NMLS ID 454708

Direct: 623-570-0781 
tpotempa@fairwaymc.com
www.potempateam.com
5450 E. High St., Suite 275, Phoenix, AZ 85054
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would have thought I won the lottery.  I told 
anyone who would listen Chucky was going 
home.  The only feeling that was better was 
when Chucky’s mom sent me pics of his new 
life.  In the pictures was Chucky curled up like 
a lap dog under the desk in her home office.  
Another picture showed Chucky whooping 
it up in his own private pool, followed by 
him lounging poolside in his new Scottsdale 
home.  Not only did Chucky have a home but 
he would spend the remainder of his senior 
years literally living in the “lap of luxury.”

Elsa
Another real life 
fairytale was that 
of Princess Elsa.  
Elsa came to us 
as a “no-name” 
stray that 
someone found.  
Elsa was placed 
into a kennel but 
quickly started 
dropping weight.  
What didn’t 

make sense is that this baby girl was happy, 
so it didn’t seem to be stress related.  Once 
staff went in for a closer look the problem was 
quickly spotted…Elsa’s jaw was frozen shut.  
That is exactly how Elsa received her name, 
we were discussing her condition and when 
we used the term “frozen” to describe her Elsa 
was officially her name.  It then became my 
personal mission that Princess Elsa would get 
her “happily ever after.”  I started reaching 
out to anyone who would listen to tell her 
story, but a lot like Elsa, no one would bite.  
That didn’t stop me.  Her face and story 
was plastered on social media and then 
Elsa’s Prince Charming came forward.  The 
prince in question was a local Veterinarian 

Chucky
To call Chucky 
a lovebug may 
be a HUGE 
understatement!  
This senior guy 
would spend his 
days in one of 
the life rooms 
at the front of 
the shelter.  The 
room’s name was 
appropriately 

named for Chucky because he has a lot of life!  
Every time I walked past him he would flash 
his “puppy” smile and let out a big loud bark 
all while wiggling so hard you would think his 
“old man” hips wouldn’t be able to keep up.  
Despite his large size and hard exterior and 
senior age, Chucky was a loveable pup!
I started making it a point to stop by Chucky’s 
room daily, even if it was for a quick “hello” 
or maybe a scratch behind the ears.  Chucky 
loved those moments.  The gentle giant would 
then go back in to his room and wait until 
the next person came by to pay him some 
attention.  Every time I would see someone 
looking at him from behind the glass I would 
stop and encourage them into considering 
taking him home.  Each time the response 
was the same, “I don’t know, he is just so big 
and old.”  Poor Chucky would continue to sit 
there with no one to go home with.  
One day all of that changed.  I was passing 
through and a woman was lingering by herself.  
I stopped and asked if she needed help and 
much to my surprise she was there to see 
Chucky!  Immediately my eyes welled up with 
tears as I rushed to find a leash to use for him 
and get him out to the play yard with his  new 
Guardian Angel.  After a few minutes outside 
it was clear Chucky had a new mommy.  You 

Christmas in July
Every day here at Maricopa County Animal Care and Control the mission is the same…
find as many furry friends a home as we can.  As the Public Information Officer, I try  
and find something unique in their cases that will make them appeal to the masses.   
Two stories that touched me the most helped me celebrate Christmas in July.

that wanted to do what he could to make 
her whole again.  The doctor examined this 
baby girl and immediately found that she had 
suffered trauma, which broke her jaw, and 
the jaw healed on its own and incorrectly…
hence it was frozen.  The veterinarian not 
only diagnosed this baby girl but supplied the 
surgery she needed.
When Elsa came back from surgery she was 
even happier and more excited than before 
she left.  Every time I went near her she would 
wiggle uncontrollably and stare at me with 
those sweet eyes as if to say, “find me a home.”  
I told her story every chance I got.  Finally, 
one of the audience members fell in love with 
her as we all have here at the shelter.  Princess 
Elsa was going home.
This precocious pup not only was getting a 
loving home, but a second chance at life.  
Every day she discovered not only that she 
could open her mouth for the first time 
but she had a voice!  It may not have been 
coming out of her but coming out of all of us 
that spoke for her.  
As a child I wanted to believe in fairytales 
and happy endings, but life sometimes led 
me to believe otherwise.  That is until now!  
Now I know there are such things as heroes 
all around us.  They come in various shapes 
and sizes but they are there.  They come in 
the form of people who hear the stories we tell 
every day and give these fur balls a chance.  
They come in the little souls that are with us 
briefly and who we do all we can for them to 
have a “fur”ever home.
Yes, this year I had Christmas in July.  I was 
given a gift having known, loved and helped 
these two find homes.  That gift feels better 
than anything I could get wrapped up in the 
fanciest of paper and from the most expensive 
of stories.  Hopefully, this story will be a gift 
to you to consider adoption when it comes 
to adding to your family.  A gift that will give 
back to you in spades when it comes to love 
and kisses.  Happy Holidays!
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Contributed by: Jose Santiago, Maricopa County Animal Care and Control
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Contributed by: Kelly Wilcott

O’Reilly Hospitality Management LLC joined 
with partners Choice Hotels International 
to open the new CAMBRiA hotel & suites 
North Scottsdale, Desert Ridge, Phoenix. 
“The incredible pace of growth is a result of a 
carefully planned development strategy and 
O’Reilly Hospitality Management LLC is 
excited to embrace this ever growing vibrant 
community,” stated General Manager, Mike 
Hettinger. Construction is underway and 
the CAMBRIA is set to officially open late 
October 2017.
The NEW 130-room CAMBRiA hotel & 
suites will feature a modern design, while 
also taking cues from the vibrant Desert 
Ridge surroundings. Amenities will include 
a contemporary Bistro, Social CircleTM, 
serving local craft beers and freshly prepared 
cuisine; an outdoor pool; and 2,370 square feet 
of flexible meeting space with integrated AV 
capabilities. Looking for a hotel in Phoenix 
with meeting space? The new CAMBRiA 
hotel & suites Desert Ridge offers expandable 
meeting rooms and a sleek Boardroom with 
relevant decor.  We also have a state of the 
art fitness center and extend complimentary 
WiFi thought-out. The new CAMBRiA 
hotel is ideal for your next corporate or social 
event.  For the holidays, we will be offering 

special Friends & Family lodging rates to the 
communities and businesses of Desert Ridge. 
O’Reilly Hospitality Management believes 
in two essential areas when building within 
a community. sustainability and community 
Involvement.  Our sustainability program has 
a ‘green engage program’ that activates recycle 
awareness for our hotel team and our guests.  
We have TESLA charging stations available 
and utilize recycled products where we can.  
O’Reilly engages within the community.  We 
are so committed to involvement and giving 
back that we refer to it as our O’Reach 
Program.  We encourage other companies 
to partner with our CAMBRiA team to 
build a better community for which we all 
share.  Please bring to us areas of need for 
committee review.  Questions please email 
kelly.wilcott@ohospitalitymanagement.com 
or call 602-309-2839.  

CAMBRIA HOTEL & SUITES 
NORTH SCOTTSDALE DESERT RIDGE

Advancing the Art & Science of   
                                   Beautiful Skin

◆ General Dermatology (For All Ages)

◆ Skin Cancer Treatments (Including Mohs 
 Micrographic Surgery)

◆ Cosmetic Procedures (Including    
   BOTOX, Juvéderm, Restylane, Kybella) 

Glenn Yarbrough, MD
Andy Hicks, PA-C

Kendall Jenson, PA-C
Darren West, PA-C

Most Insurance Accepted

Same-Day Appointments Available  | Walk-ins Welcome
20940 N. Tatum Blvd., Ste. 270

Phoenix, AZ 85050

480.502.0400 | AdvancedDerm.com
ADCS-PhoenixDerm-8.5x3.625-4c-ad-R3.indd   1 5/11/17   3:43 PM
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VESTAR
continues commitment  to Boys & Girls Club with updates

Contributed by: Christina Caldwell
Evolve PR and Marketing

Vestar has been a longtime supporter of the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Scottsdale 
(BGCS) and its commitment to support 
learning, positive values, healthy habits and 
growth of children throughout the area. 

When the Vestar Branch, located at 3975 
E. Lockwood Drive in Phoenix, was in need 
of repairs late last year, the shopping center 
company took action to help maintain the 
personality and integrity of the branch that 
carries its name. 

Last November, Vestar brought a group of 
employees to the BGCS Vestar Club to 
donate food boxes for families in need and 
painted art pieces to be displayed inside 
the branch. On the outside of the building, 
essential repairs were made to the stonework 
and the parking lot was resealed and 
repainted. To go along with the new, improved 
look, Vestar also painted the exterior of the 
building and cleaned up the landscaping, 
making it the perfect environment for the kids 
to spend their time before and after school. 

“We are so thankful for the tremendous 
partner we have in Vestar,” said Dr. Lisa 
Hurst, Chief Executive Officer, Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Greater Scottsdale. “Vestar and its 
employees show so much heart through their 
continued commitment to the repair, upkeep 
and beautification of our Club. We are excited 
to have them out again this coming fall.”  

The BGCS Vestar Branch has carried the 
Vestar name for the last 10 years and sees 
more than 300 children walk through its doors 

per day during the school year and 400 kids 
a day during the summer. Ages range from 
kindergarten through 12th grade. 

The branch is currently getting a refreshed 
teen center. The renovation includes an 
update to the interior with new flooring and 
fresh paint, with plans to install a gym for 
teen use.

Vestar, parent company of Desert Ridge 
Marketplace in the North Phoenix 
community, understands the importance of a 
home-away-from-home destination for kids 
in the Desert Ridge area. The company has 
engaged an interior designer to develop the 
new look of the Ellie & Michael Ziegler Teen 
Center as part of renovations currently taking 
place at the Club. The much anticipated 
refresh includes an update to the interior with 
new flooring and fresh paint.

“The kids at the Vestar Branch are the future 
leaders of North Phoenix, Scottsdale and 
beyond,” said Rebecca Smith, marketing 
director at Desert Ridge Marketplace. 
“Volunteerism is important to Vestar, and the 
valuable Boys & Clubs Club partnership allows 
us to see our company’s impact firsthand.”

It is Vestar’s mission to provide a safe, positive 
environment for the community, and will 

continue its partnership with BGCS in Q4 of 
2017. Maintaining the physical appearance of 
the facility is just one of the ways the company 
helps. In kind donations and volunteerism 
are at the core of Vestar’s commitment to 
the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Scottsdale. 
To learn more about the Vestar Branch, visit 
www.bgcs.org/branches/vestar-branch. 

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF  
GREATER SCOTTSDALE VESTAR BRANCH
3975 E. Lockwood Dr., Phoenix, (480) 585-0170

ABOUT VESTAR
Vestar is a nationally recognized leader in the 
acquisition, management and development of 
retail real estate. Vestar’s current portfolio of retail 
properties totals 26 million square feet throughout 
the western United States, including Desert Ridge 
Marketplace in North Phoenix. 

ABOUT THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS  
OF GREATER SCOTTSDALE
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Scottsdale (BGCS) 
serves thousands of youth at nine Clubs located 
within the communities of Scottsdale, North 
Phoenix, Fountain Hills, Mesa, the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community and the 
Hualapai Nation. 
Research shows that the more time youth spend 
at a Boys & Girls Club, the more likely they 
are to feel more connected to school and have 
greater post-secondary aspirations. The door to our 
kids’ futures is often crowded by temptation and 
misdirection making it difficult for them to reach 
their full potential.
Inside our doors, youth development professionals 
and mentors provide guidance, support and 
encouragement in an enriching and safe 
environment. Our outcome-based programming 
assures that success.

Vestar has been a longtime supporter of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater 
Scottsdale (BGCS) and its commitment to support learning, positive  
values, healthy habits and growth of children throughout the area.
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Start Anytime
almost

P A R A D I S E  V A L L E Y  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E
Paradise Valley Community College is an EEO/AA institution and an equal opportunity employer of protected veterans and individuals with disabilities. 

paradisevalley.edu | 602.787.6500
18401 North 32nd Street
Phoenix, AZ 85032

Union Hills
paradisevalley.edu/blackmountain | 602.493.2600
34250 North 60th Street, Building A
Scottsdale, AZ 85266

Black Mountain

  

 
Athletics Center for the Performing Arts The Buxton Library 
Facility  Rental  Career Services Center Fitness Center Veterans ServicesCOMMUNITY 

INTEREST

Paradise Valley Community College is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) of the North Central Association (NCA). 

Day, Evening, or Online Classes
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Community Association

DRCA 2018 BUDGETED OPERATING EXPENSES

YOUR COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 2018 ASSESSMENTS - WORKING FOR YOU DESERT RIDGE COLLECTION POLICY

5415 E. High Street, Suite 220, Phoenix AZ 85054     I     Phone: 480-551-4558    I     Email: desertridge.az@fsresidential.com

ADMINISTRATION
26%

LANDSCAPE 
MAINTENANCE

27%

ON-SITE EXPENSES
15%

LANDSCAPE REVENUE SHARE
13%

RESERVE FUNDING 7%

COMMUNITY PATROLS

6%

C
O

M
M

UN
ITY LIFESTYLES

2%

U
TILITIES
4%

As representatives of Desert Ridge, we want our residents to understand where and how our assessment funds are spent within the community.  
Semi-annual assessments of $186.00 are paid each January and July.
The following expense allocations are based on the approved DRCA 2018 Budget illustrating how the Master Association typically applies 
your annual assessment of $372.00:

Landscape  $101.61 (27.3%) Contracted landscape services related to the common areas, streetscape, maintenance services, 
Maintenance  irrigation repairs, tree trimming, weed control, etc.

Administration  $96.17 (25.9%) Expenses related to the annual audit, taxes, licenses, insurance, legal services, consulting, postage, 
  statements, reserve study, website, meetings, bad debt, collection costs and management related 
  expenses & fees.

On-Site Expenses  $54.37 (14.6%) Contracted staffing costs for the five (5) on-site staff working for the master association and office rent/lease.

Landscape  $48.79 (13.1%) Additional landscape maintenance within the common areas of Aviano and Fireside 
Revenue Share  neighborhoods that are the responsibility of the Desert Ridge Community Association.

Reserve Funding $27.95 (7.51%) Capital reserves that includes future replacement of capital items in the common area for trees, 
  landscaping, monuments, bollard light fixtures, decomposed granite, central irrigation controller system, 
  walls/fencing, etc.

Community $ 6.80 (1.83%) Expenses related to Desert Ridge Lifestyles events, programs, socials, sponsorships, outreach, magazine,
Lifestyles  promotion and advertising, and recreational activities.  

Community  $21.30 (5.73%) Common area community Off-Duty Phoenix Police Patrol, overnight parking enforcement, vandalism, etc.
Patrols

Utilities $15.01 (4.03%) Water, sewer and electric expenses related to the common area streetscape, medians, washes and 
  monuments.
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DRCA 2018 PROPOSED OPERATING EXPENSES

YOUR COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 2018 ASSESSMENTS - WORKING FOR YOU

Community Association

DESERT RIDGE COLLECTION POLICY

5415 E. High Street, Suite 220, Phoenix AZ 85054     I     Phone: 480-551-4558     I     Email: desertridge.az@fsresidential.com

ITEM VALUE COMMENT

Assessment Frequency SA January 1 and July 1

Late Date 15th  

Late Charge $15.00 

Late Interest N/A 

Rebill Date 15th  

Rebill Amount $20.00  

Pre-legal Demand Letter Date  Sent at 45 days 

Pre-legal Demand Letter Amount $50.00 Demand sent 30 days after the rebill and account has at least 1 FULL 
  assessment delinquent

Pre-legal Final Demand Letter Date Sent at 60 days Final Demand sent both Standard USPS Mail and Certified Mail with a review  
  of the account to verify 1 FULL assessment is still delinquent

  Final Demand sent via USPS 1st Class Mail to the unit address along with  
  Standard delivery to the billing address that the association has on file for the  
  Owner (if the billing address is different than the unit address)

Pre-legal Final Demand Letter Amount $150.00 Fee includes any/all postage and handling

Lien Date Prepared at Lien is sent to the Desert Ridge Collections Attorney for review/signature and  
 75 days  then sent back to FSR in order for FSR to record the lien with Maricopa County 

Lien Amount $300.00 This includes the recording of lien and the release of lien when delinquency  
  has been cured.

Collection Date 77-80 days Once lien is recorded, account will be transferred to the Association’s collection  
  Attorney for any collection work needed

Fee for Transfer to Collection Attorney $95.00 Transfer to Maxwell & Morgan, P.C., who will proceed with collection activity  
  which could include sending demand letters and proceeding with legal action  
  at attorneys’ rates.

NOTE:  Owners are responsible for payment of all amounts including, without limitation, assessments, late charges, collection 
costs, attorneys’ fees and court costs, regardless of whether the Owner has received a statement or any of the letters, notices or liens 
referenced in this collection policy.  The failure of the Association to send a bill, letter or lien to the Owner shall not relieve the Owner 
of the obligation to pay for all assessments, late charges, collection costs, attorneys’ fees and court costs. 
Revised & Adopted: 1/25/17
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CRIME DOESN’T 
TAKE A HOLIDAY

When the holidays 
approach, criminal 
activity has a 
tendency to go up. 
That is why we 
increase our off-duty 
City of Phoenix 

Police patrols during this time of the 
year. Even though we have a strong 
police presence in Desert Ridge, residents 
are still advised to take preventative 
steps to reduce crime in our community. 
Unfortunately, we still have a lot of 
residents leaving side gates open, cars 
unlocked, and garage doors open. Since 
many thefts are crimes of opportunity, 
having awareness and taking just a few 
precautions can go a long way towards 
crime prevention.

Below are my annual holiday safety tips 
to help get you through the season as 
safely as possible. 

WHEN SHOPPING,  
OR OUT AND ABOUT
n Take only the credit cards you need when 

shopping. Leave the others in a safe place 
at home

n When paying with a credit card, make 
sure that the card is not easily visible to 
others around you. There are crooks that 
can memorize your card number in a 
matter of seconds. 

n When talking on your cell phone, be 
mindful of your surroundings. Distracted 
people are targets for purse-snatchers.

n Keep your purse or wallet close to you at 
all times.

n Do not carry excessive or unnecessary 
cash on you.

n Shop in the daylight if possible. When 
shopping after dark always park in a 
well-lit area. 

n Shop with a friend when possible, because 
there’s safety in numbers.

n When you park your vehicle, do not leave 
your purse, wallet, cell phone, or any 
other valuables in plain view. 

n When you return to your vehicle, scan 
the interior to be sure no one is hiding 
inside.

n When placing purchases from the stores 
in your vehicle, place them out of sight. 
The best place is in the trunk

n After putting packages in your vehicle, 
drive to different row before going to 
another store. Do this even if you are 
simply going back to the same store.

n Try not to park next to a larger vehicle 
that blocks your vision while you are 
entering or exiting your vehicle

n Have your keys out and ready when 
approaching your vehicle

WHEN HOME
n Make sure the batteries in your smoke and 

carbon monoxide detectors are changed. 
n To help prevent vandalism, turn off 

inflatable decorations at a specific time. 
If convenient, bring them up to the front 
porch or close to the house.

n Keep the front of the house well lit and 
make sure that trees and bushes are 
trimmed so that doors and windows can 
easily be seen.

n Install an alarm system if possible.

n Beware of door-to-door charity scams
n Keep an eye out for parcel deliveries; 

packages on porches are big targets

Make sure that smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors have fresh batteries and are 
functioning properly (Make sure that you 
have smoke and carbon monoxide detectors)

Do not leave boxes from your gifts in plain 
site before or after the holidays. A box from 
a flat screen T.V. is advertising to a criminal 
that you have what they’re looking for.

WHEN LEAVING TOWN 
n Have mail held at the post office while 

you’re away. 
n Use timers on lights to give the 

appearance that someone is home.
n Let a loved one or someone else that you 

trust know the route that you’re taking. 
This goes especially if you will be traveling 
in snowy or icy conditions.

n Register for Vacation Watch with the City 
of Phoenix Police department.

By utilizing those tips, having heightened 
awareness, and by using some common 
sense, we can all have a safer and more 
joyous holiday season. 

WANT TO PLAY  
A BIGGER ROLE? 
If you’re interested in learning how to start 
a neighborhood block watch program, or 
want information on how to participate in 
the Phoenix Neighborhood Patrol Program, 
please contact the Desert Ridge Community 
Association office at 480-551-4559.

Steve Burns
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The holiday season, for some 
it is a joyous season filled with 
time with family and friends, 
celebrations and office parties, 
reflection and giving but for 
some it is a time for hurt, 
anger, dissolution, regret or 
depression. We all must be 
mindful of these various things 
that people go through during 
this season. One of the many 
reminders or tragedies that 
may turn people into someone 
who has a tough time during 
the holidays is the loss of a 

Officer Tim Mitten
Community Action Officer
Phoenix Police Department
Black Mountain Precinct

loved one, especially through a 
tragedy like a DUI accident.

Despite the various prevention 
campaigns that have been 
waged over the last twenty 
years, the plethora of ride 
options like cabs, Uber, Lyft, 
designated drivers and more, 
DUI tragedies still strike.  In 
2015, which are the latest AZ 
Governor Office of Highway 
Safety statistics that are 
available show that there were 
272 Alcohol Impaired fatalities 
in Arizona.  The five year 
average for the years 2011 to 
2015 show an average of 227 
Alcohol Related fatalities in 
Arizona per year. There were 
27,705 Impaired Driving arrests 
made in 2015 and the 5 year 
average from 2011 to 2015 is 
30,519 arrests. The last two 
years do show a decline in 
Impaired Driving arrests but 

are still over 27,000 per year. 
Each and every one of those are 
preventable. 

The holiday season is usually a 
time when many people who 
do not drink alcohol regularly 
or even at all might have some 
drinks and not realize they are 
intoxicated. The first sign of 
impairment is the loss of logic 
and ability to think clearly. 
This will then lead to lowered 
inhibitions and the desire 
to drink more, lose track of 
drinks and time which is key in 
knowing that you are impaired. 

The below information is 
from the Governor’s Office of 
Highway Safety and shows the 
penalties for the various DUI 
Blood Alcohol Concentrations, 
and how a “standard drink” 
for the various types of alcohol 
contain different percentages of 
alcohol and the burn off time. 

Your weight and gender do 
matter so these are just general 
rules. Please also be aware that 
prescription medications if 
abused, taken improperly or 
state that they impact your 
ability to drive also could lead 
to a conviction for DUI. Any 
illegal drug if used prior to or 
while driving can also lead to a 
DUI arrest and conviction. 

I wish that everyone has a safe 
and joyous holiday season. The 
officers of the Phoenix Police 
Department Black Mountain 
Precinct thank you for your 
continued support and are 
proud to be your partners in this 
community as we work towards 
improving the quality of life 
for everyone. If anyone has any 
questions or comments about 
this article, please feel free to 
contact me at tim.mitten@
phoenix.gov. 
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Another year has gone by and the holidays 
are approaching us at full steam ahead. 
The holiday season is a time for reflection, 
celebration and renewal and as we do these 
things let us all remember the less fortunate 
or those having difficulties, temporary or 
permanent. There are many ways we can 
assist, from the donation of time, money 
or gifts to even the small things like being 
courteous or polite during this hectic season. 
I will be mentioning again some tips to have 
a safe holiday season. 

This past year has been another active 
one for law enforcement and Phoenix PD 
in many ways. There are always too many 
tragic events across this country or in this 
community to mention but the officers of the 
Phoenix Police Department will continue to 
serve the citizens of Phoenix in a respectful 
and professional manner. We appreciate and 
are very thankful for the continued gestures 
and words of support that we get from 
everyone, it means a lot to the officers to 
know that they are supported in their jobs. 

This time of year also brings along many 
events to attend, family to visit, traveling, 
shopping and much more. Many of you will 
not think of crime prevention during these 
festive times but a few simple reminders will 
help reduce the opportunities for you and 
your family to be a victim.

1. When walking to and from stores keep 
your head up and be aware of your 
surroundings. Walk with a purpose, do 
not divert your attention by texting or 
talking on the phone, digging for car keys 
or be burdened with too many bags. 

2. Park in a well lite area, do not park in dark 
or faraway places. I know it is difficult to 
find good parking, but do the best you can. 
If you go in at daylight hours and think 
you might be inside until it is dark, park as 
if it were dark.

3. Roll the windows on your car all the way 
up and LOCK your car. Do not leave 
valuables, packages, or even gym bags, in 
plain view inside the car; put them all in 
the trunk. Gym bags or other bags in view 
may not have but a few items of clothes 
in them but the thieves do not know that 
and will try anyways. 

4. When parking your cars at home, get 
them in the garage if you can. If you must 
park in the driveway or street, remove all 
valuables, garage door openers and lock 
the car. Many thieves will break into a car 
just to take the garage opener and then use 
it to take items from the garage or enter 
the house at a later time. 

5. Do not keep large amounts of cash with 
you or display cash when shopping. Take 
with you only what you need for the day. 
Be on guard while at ATM’s.

6. Keep a constant eye on your children and 
ALWAYS know where they are. Children 
are easily distracted by the decorations 

and excitement of the holidays and may 
wander off in only a couple seconds. 

7. Do not drink and drive, please use a 
designated driver, call a taxi or uber. 
This time of the year many people have 
holiday functions from work or family and 
drink when they usually don’t and make 
a bad decision to drive which could end 
up having tragic consequences. Please 
enjoy the season but drive responsibly and 
patiently. 

8. Make sure the doors and windows to 
your home are locked, the front lights are 
on all night and keep a watchful eye for 
suspicious activity. If you are expecting 
deliveries and you will not be home, ask 
a trusted neighbor to pick them up when 
they arrive. Please call Crime Stop at 
602-262-6151 if you see suspicious activity.

9. Please drive carefully, schools will be out 
on winter break and many kids will be out 
in the neighborhoods trying out new bikes, 
toys, and you need to be aware of their 
presence.

10. If you are going to be out of town for a 
winter vacation, tell a trusted neighbor 
to watch over your house, do not post 
on social media that you will be gone 
and call the Black Mountain Precinct 
at 602-495-5002 and ask for a Vacation 
Watch. Officers can check on your house 
while you are gone, if the radio calls allow 
them to.

11. Lastly, be patient. The crowds are larger, 
people are rushed and stressed. Some 
people do not like the holidays and can act 
out so please exercise patience and we all 
can enjoy the holidays in our own way.

Thank you again for another year of working 
together and the partnership your community 
has with the Phoenix Police Department. If 
there is anything I can do or if you have any 
questions on any matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at 602-495-5238 or at tim.
mitten@phoenix.gov. Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to everyone.

Officer Tim Mitten
Community Action Officer
Phoenix Police Department
Black Mountain Precinct

Holiday Season Crime Prevention
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Holiday Season Crime Prevention
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INVESTED IN 

YOU

©2017 B.C. Ziegler and Company | Member SIPC & FINRA

 480 483 5984
 866 664 3560
wherf@ziegler.com
ziegler.com/William-Herf

direct
toll free

BILL HERF, CFP®
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT & FINANCIAL ADVISOR

8501 North Scottsdale Road  |  Suite 250
Scottsdale, AZ 85253

ZIEGLER WEALTH MANAGEMENT
BILL HERF, CFP®, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT & FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Bill Herf provides solutions to guide clients through 
every financial stage of life. 

 • A Certified Financial Planner™

 • 19 years of experience as a financial advisor

 • Specializes in building strategies for each client 
based on their goals — not on the hottest 
market trends

LMarcie and Rob Reichstein, REA TORS®

Arizona 
Properties

Buying or Selling...                    They Deliver Results!

 www.marcieandrobrealtors.com 
 Marcie 602.551.6315

Rob 602.551.6314 
*Marcie and Rob are dedicated to helping 501 C 3 pet rescues raise funds. Donations are made on our client’s behalf at 
  close of escrow when we represent the buyer and or seller.  Contact us for details.

Marcie and Rob Reichstein, Realtors,  
Supporters of pet rescues, and Creators of The Santa Paws Project.org

“My Realtors found me a great home and sold my 
old one fast. They even provided moving boxes, and 
donated $150 to my  favorite Rescue at closing.* 
I wouldn’t consider making a move without them!” 

Bringing toys to shelter pets 
over the holidays!
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Contributed by: Erin Moorhead
Desert Ridge® Parents’ Group (DRPG)

Calling all parents, the Desert Ridge Parents’ 
Group needs you!  Why Join a Parents 
Group you ask? When families join a parent 
group, they can meet other families with 
similar interests, activities, and likes. Parent 
groups can serve many purposes, but one of 
their most important can be to introduce 
families to others like themselves in their 
community.

Founded in 1997, The Desert Ridge Parents’ 
Group (DRPG) is a fun-filled organization 
for parents and children in the North 
Phoenix area.  Focusing on families with 

infants through early elementary school, 
DRPG offers play dates, family events, 
Mom’s & Dad’s Nights Out and much more.  
There is something for everyone to enjoy 
with all events conveniently taking place 
in and around our wonderful Desert Ridge 
Community.  If you are new to the area 
or simply looking to mix and mingle with 
other Desert Ridge Families, this is the group 
for you.  All families in the Desert Ridge 

community are invited to check out our 
activities and events. For more information 
find us on our Facebook page at Desert Ridge 
Parents’ Group.  

FAMILIES 
INVITED 

480.575.2000   www.CCUSD93.org

Black Mountain 
Elementary School

PERFORMING ARTS
SPANISH PRE-K-6

Preparing young minds to 
thrive in today’s global society.

CAVE CREEK UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT  
offers well-rounded and rigorous academic programs.
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Photos courtesy of Erin Moorhead

Desert Ridge® Parents’ Group (DRPG)
Visit www.DRPGonline.com to learn more, check out our events calendar and to become a member online.

The Desert Ridge® Parents’ Group (DRPG) is a fun-filled organization for parents and children in the North Phoenix area. All families in the 
Desert Ridge® community are invited to check out our activities and events! Founded in 1997, the not-for-profit Desert Ridge® Parents’ Group 
(DRPG) hosts weekly playgroups, monthly kids’ and family activities, seasonal events and parents-only nights for residents in Desert Ridge and 
surrounding areas. Membership dues are only $40 per year. 

Visit www.DRPGonline.com to learn more, check out our events calendar and to become a member online.
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No matter how heavily populated 
with people that Desert Ridge may 
be today and will become with 
continued development in the near 
future, it doesn’t always deter some 
wild animals from sharing the space 
with us that have been displaced 
from their dwindling habitat. 
Coyotes, bobcats and javelinas 
seem particularly willing to venture 

into our community, and if left to roam freely, 
can cause damage such as tearing through 
garbage, become aggressive towards people 
and even attack and kill pets. While we don’t 
want to harm the wildlife that is indigenous 
to the natural desert habitat surrounding and 
within Desert Ridge, we do need to make our 
community as inhospitable to them as possible. 
The Arizona Game & Fish Department has 
some tips on how to do just that:
n Make sure your children (and you!) do not 

feed or try to play with coyotes or any of the 
wildlife in Desert Ridge. While they might 
look like a rugged version of Rover, coyotes 
are wild animals that can become aggressive 
and even bite. Though they are normally 
timid toward people, coyotes’ natural fear is 

lessened and they are encouraged to stay in 
the area if you feed and try to play with them.

n Block off pet food, birdseed, fruits and 
vegetables from gardens, garbage and 
composts so the wildlife is not attracted to 
food sources and can’t access them.

n Block or remove all openings to areas that 
might make a good den for 
the wildlife, such as bushes 
and shrubs and under decks or 
woodpiles.

n Keep a close eye on your pets. 
To ensure your household pets 
will be safe, be sure to keep 
indoors at all times. Always supervise your 
dog when outside, particularly at dawn or 
dusk, when our desert wildlife is most active.

n If you are out with your dog and see a coyote, 
pick up your dog if possible and leave 
immediately.

n Do not let your dog play with coyotes–they 
are territorial animals and may turn on your 
dog if they feel threatened.

n If you have to leave your dog unattended 
outside, make sure he is kept in an enclosed 
kennel.

n If you run into a coyote while you’re outside, 
be aggressive: Act big, yell, flail, and even 
throw small objects to let the coyote know it 
is unwelcome in this area. Do not turn your 
back on the coyote or run, as this will only 
encourage him to be aggressive towards you.

n If you are bitten by a coyote, make sure you 
get rabies shots and also call animal control. 
A coyote that has attacked a human needs 

to be put down, and 
animal control can make 
sure that’s done without 
putting you and other in 
our community further in 
jeopardy.  

n Contact the Arizona Game & Fish Radio 
Dispatch in the event of an emergency 
after business hours and weekends at 
623.236.7201.   

While it might feel a bit unnerving to be 
living so close to coyotes, bobcats,  javelinas 
and other desert wildlife if we take these 
precautions, it will be easier  to co-exist 
peacefully with coyotes.  To learn more about 
Living With Wildlife, please be sure to visit the 
Arizona Game & Fish website at www.azgfd.
com/wildlife/livingwith/coyotes/.

Wildlife Management - Keeping the Wildlife at Bay

Are You Interested In Serving On The
Desert Ridge Community Association Board Of Directors?

We Will Be Electing Three 
(3) Board Members In 
April 2018
Serving on the Board of Directors is  
a great way to make an impact in  
your community!

Milestones to Remember: 

JANUARY 2018
A request for board candidates will be made. A Candidate  
Interest Statement form will be provided via a community eblast,  
with your January 2018 DRCA Annual Budget and Assessment 
Statement mailer and on desertridgelifestyles.com website.

MID-FEBRUARY 2018
Board Candidate forms are due back to the Community Association.

MID-MARCH 2018
Electronic (e-voting) Ballots Information for election to the Board 
of Directors will be sent via email and mailed to all members.

MID-APRIL 2018
Annual Meeting of Members and announcement of election results.

More information will be sent during the 
approaching months. Stay tuned to your Desert 
Ridge Lifestyles magazine, the desertridgelifestyles.
com website and via community eblasts and 
mailings.

If you think you may be interested in serving and 
would like to speak with a current board member, 
contact desertridge.az@fsresidential.com.
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Contributed by Dustin Watkins 
Compliance Coordinator 

With the Holiday Lighting Contest we 
usually receive several questions in regards 
to when the lights can be displayed. In 
the spirit of the holidays and to ensure 
your holiday lighting/decorations do not 
become a nuisance to your neighbors and 
the community, please note holiday lighting/
decorations that directly correspond to 
specific and generally recognized events 
may be displayed for a period of seven (7) 
days preceding the specific calendar holiday 
and must be removed within three (3) days 
following the holiday.

The only exception to the above pertains 
to holiday lighting/decorations for 
holidays in the month of December, 

HOLIDAY LIGHTING AND DECORATIONS
which allows holiday lighting/decorations 
to be displayed immediately preceding 
the Thanksgiving holiday and must be 
removed no later than January 7th.

Holiday lighting/decorations can be 
displayed only on the dwelling of the owner’s 
lot/unit. Please note that no holiday lighting/
decorations shall be installed by a lot/unit 
owner within or on the common area and/
or the common elements.  In addition, 
electricity for holiday lighting/decorations 
must be provided from the dwelling unit/lot 
and may not be derived from the common 
area power source and/or facility.

Should you have any questions or concerns in 
regards to holiday lighting, please contact our 
office at 480-551-4563 so we can assist you.

Purchase a custom 
engraved brick(s) and 
commemorate your loved 
ones, a beloved pet,  
to mark a special occasion 
or event, honor a friend, or 
promote your business. 

Call 480-551-4559 for more information.

4" x 8" = $75.00        8" x 8" = $150.00

Did you know…. that all household vehicles  
are required to be parked in your garage and/or  
driveway at all times.
Contributed by Carmello Musarra 
Residential Community Manager

INTERESTING FACTS 
ABOUT YOUR

COMMUNITY

To request temporary 
overnight (public) street 
parking for a guest/visitor 
vehicle, please contact the 
Desert Ridge 24/7 Dispatch 
at Urban Tactical Security 
at 623.853.3712 to have 
your guest/visitor vehicle 
safe listed for on-street 
parking for a period of up 
to 48 hours.   A description 

of the guest/visitor vehicle 
and license plate info will 
be required to be provided 
to safe list a vehicle.  
Commercial, recreational 
vehicles and trailers are 
prohibited from overnight 
parking in the community 
other than for loading and 
unloading purposes and shall 
not be safe listed.

BUY A BRICK 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
AND GIVE A GIFT THAT 
WILL LAST FOREVER

HOW TO BUY A BRICK 
Make your payment online to “Friends of Cashman Park  
Improvements Fund” via the Phoenix Parks & Conservation  
Foundation

1.  Go to www.phxparksfoundation.org
2.  Click on “Membership & Giving” at the top of the 

homepage
3.  Click “Donate”
4.  Complete donation and credit info screen
5.  Proceed to the review and continue screen We often hear from our Desert Ridge residents 

how they are annoyed by the persistence of 
solicitors’ unwelcome knocks on the door!

DESERT RIDGE 
24/7 DISPATCH 
Overnight Guest/Visitor  
Parking Information
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It seems like no matter what 
they do, they always manage to 
show up on your front porch. 
They come with fliers, door 
hangers, a rehearsed speech and 
the distinct ability to ignore the 
polite decline of the products 
they’re peddling—cleaning 
supplies, appliances, cosmetics, 
magazine subscriptions, home-
improvement products, coupons 
for local businesses, services 
and other unwanted items—
sometimes even making you 
feel trapped in your own home.  
As we approach the upcoming 
holiday season, this propensity 
is likely to become more of a 
pronounced nuisance than at any 
other time of the year.  

Unfortunately, large master 
planned communities like Desert 
Ridge are particularly easy, 

frequent targets of commercial, 
religious and political solicitors; 
part of the appeal is that 
population density makes our 
association an easy environment 
for them to canvas. Because 
of this, finding a way to keep 
solicitors away can be invaluable.

The simplest way to deter 
solicitors is by posting an 
approved “No Solicitors” sign in 
your yard, on your door or in your 
front window. If you get knocks 
on the door anyway, you also can 
ask solicitors for their license, 
permit or company identification; 
many don’t have it and will leave. 
If the solicitor doesn’t leave or 
keeps coming back, tell them the 
City of Phoenix has nuisance 
restrictions and there are legal 
ramifications for violating them. 
And if that’s not enough to 

make them high-tail it off of 
your property, you can also call 
the Phoenix Police to enforce 
the City of Phoenix Solicitation 
Ordinance.

This ordinance went in to effect 
on April 1, 2011 and enhances 
existing rules related to the 
solicitation and handbill business. 
Commercial solicitors may go 
door to door only between 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. from April 1st 
to September 30th and from 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. from October 
1st through March 31st.  Every 
commercial solicitor over the age 
of 16 must carry some form of 
government issued identification 
that includes a photo, date of 
birth and physical description. 
Any solicitor 15 and under, a 
school ID with a photo or regular 
government issued identification 
will work. These ID’s must be 
displayed to any homeowner 
upon request. 

The most important part of the 
ordinance is the rules of conduct 
for solicitors since that has always 
generated the most concern from 
residents. Commercial solicitors 
must obey all signs such as “No 
Soliciting”, “No Trespassing”, 
“No Handbills” or anything 
similar. This means that they are 
not allowed to enter the property, 
pass through gates or doors, and 
not make physical contact with 
windows or doors on the property. 
They also may not leave on 
the driveway or other portion 
of the premises any handbill or 
solicitation when it is apparent 
the property is unoccupied, 
the previous day’s handbills 
or solicitations have not been 
removed or the owner has not 
given their permission. They also 

may not falsely claim to have a 
government issued business or 
regulatory or tax license.

There are a few exceptions, 
which include religious 
organizations, political 
organizations, and school 
benefit organizations. It also 
exempts employees and agents 
of public utilities in which they 
need to perform duties required 
by law or to communicate 
service interruptions.  For more 
information on this ordinance 
you can go to the phoenix.gov 
website under door-to-door.

While a visit from a solicitor 
is often annoying, they can 
sometimes be more than just 
a nuisance; some might have 
ulterior motives, such as fraud, 
canvassing a home to commit 
a crime or other unseemly 
behavior. If you believe a solicitor 
is acting suspiciously or you feel 
threatened, call Crime Stop at 
602.262.6151, so Phoenix Police 
can be dispatched to investigate 
and to avoid a potentially 
dangerous situation.

So stay safe, keep your sanity 
and do your part in discouraging 
solicitors from trolling our 
community.

Thanks again to each and every 
one of you who get involved in 
making your neighborhood and 
the City of Phoenix a great place 
to live, play and work.

We often hear from our Desert Ridge residents 
how they are annoyed by the persistence of 
solicitors’ unwelcome knocks on the door!

ADVERTISE YOUR
 BUSINESS IN THE

 DESERT RIDGE
 LIFESTYLES

 MAGAZINE.
To reserve your

 placement in 
the next issue,

 call 
480-551-4559.

Sidestepping & Silencing Solicitors
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“What is Mathnasium?”
We get asked this everyday!   We are your 
neighborhood Math Only learning center.  
We understand that math can be a point of 
stress in many homes.  Whether your student 
is struggling and you’re frustrated, or your 
child is looking to be challenged beyond 
their current level, our tutors can help!

At Mathnasium of Desert Ridge, We Make 
Math Make Sense!  Mathnasium provides 
instruction to struggling students and those 
interested in enrichment.  Our program 
services children in grades K-12.  We’re like 
a gymnasium for your child’s mind.

Using the Mathnasium Method, our 
instructors will help your student gain 
a greater understanding of math, build 

confidence, and create excitement towards 
the subject of math.  With that, doors will 
open to your child’s future.  

We begin with our comprehensive diagnostic 
assessment to see what your child knows 
and doesn’t know.  From that, we construct 
a customized learning plan that targets skill 
gaps and develops Number Sense.  Students 

receive personalized instruction in a group 
setting.  Our instructors use a combination of 
techniques that work with different learning 
styles – written, mental, verbal, visual, and 
tactile.  Along with working through their 
customized learning plans, Mathnasium 
students receive homework help to solidify 
their understanding of concepts covered in 
their classwork.

Our highly trained instructors are passionate 
about math and care about the success 
of your child.  They foster a caring, 
encouraging, and fun environment that helps 
kids thrive and learn.  All teaching takes 
place during the Mathnasium session, and we 
don’t assign homework!

Come in and find out what the buzz is all 
about!

“Children don’t hate math.   
What they hate is being confused, 
intimidated, and embarrassed by 

math.  With understanding comes 
passion, and with passion comes 

growth— a treasure is unlocked.”

- Larry Martinek, creator of the 
Mathnasium Method

For answers and explanations, visit:
mathnasium.com/answers

The fall semester is well underway, and it’s time for a math 
checkup! Can your child answer these mental math questions? 
The results may surprise you! If they can solve questions at and 
above grade level, they could be ready for a challenge! If they 
are unable to answer questions at their grade level or below, they 
may be in need of extra help. 

Whether your child is far behind, performing at grade level, 
or eager to get ahead, Mathnasium’s personalized programs 
can help. Contact us today to get started!

Is your child on pace 
for math success?

11 + 12 = First Grade

Second Grade

Third Grade

Fourth Grade

Fifth Grade

Sixth Grade

Seventh Grade

Pre-Algebra

Algebra

Geometry

1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5 + 6 + 7 + 8 + 9 + 10 = 

How much is 99 plus 99 plus 99?

Count by 1 3_4  from 0 to 7.

Which is greatest: 17_
18, 

23_
30, or 18_

19  ? 
(Explain how you got your answer.)

Halfway through the second quarter, how much 
of the game is left?

How much is 6 1_2 % of 250?

On a certain map, 6 inches represents 25 miles. 
How many miles does 15 inches represent?

When you take 3 away from twice a number, 
the answer is 8. What is the number? 

What is the Absolute Value of the point (3, 4)?

Mathnasium of Desert Ridge
(602) 374-3445

mathnasium.com/desertridge
        5355 E. High St, Ste 109     

      Phoenix, AZ85054
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Our AAA Landscape onsite team does 
an exemplary job maintaining the 
Desert Ridge Community Association 
(Master Association) common area 
landscape throughout the year, including 
throughout the brutally HOT triple-digits 
summer months.  In appreciation of 
their hard work and as a token of the 

Desert Ridge Community Association 
acknowledgement of their service to the 
community, our DRCA management team 
provided the AAA Landscape team with 
some deliciously cold ice crème treats and 
refreshments during a scheduled summer 
break at Cashman Park at Desert Ridge.  
This was not only a great opportunity to 

thank the team and express 
our gratitude for all that 
they do throughout the 
year, but also to recognize 
and thank each member of 

the AAA Landscape Team for 
their hard work that makes Desert 
Ridge one of the most desirable 
destination communities in all 

of Phoenix.  So, the next time you 
are strolling, walking, biking, jogging or 
driving through the community we hope 
you too will see and appreciate that Desert 
Ridge is well-maintained by the AAA 
Landscape Team.  
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Committees are an important part of the 
Desert Ridge Community Association (Master 
Association) governance and operations. 
Committee members help keep our community 
vibrant; and, by augmenting paid staff, they 
save the association thousands of dollars each 
year. The association just wouldn’t be what it 
is without our active, talented, knowledgeable 
and effective committees. They deserve our 
sincerest thanks and appreciation.
However, to be successful our association 
needs to cultivate fresh ideas and encourage 
additional resident involvement in our 
committees; so we’d like your help on  
one of our committees listed below.

1. Design Review Committee – 
designreview@desertridgelifestyles.com

2. Finance Committee –  
finance@desertridgelifestyles.com

3. Strategic Community Plan Parks 
Sub-Committee –  
scpparks@desertridgelifestyles.com

Committees give the board a way to gather 
information, offer new ideas and opinions, 
and provide a training ground for future board 
members. All committees are advisory to the 
board unless given specific decision-making 
authority by the board or CC&Rs.
The board provides each committee with a 
charter, responsibilities, goals, and mission 
statement to help it succeed as a community 
resource.
Our association presently has two types of 
committees:

• Administrative committees, like our design 
review and nominating committees, are set 
out in our association’s bylaws and CC&Rs. 
They are ongoing, permanent and often 
have clearly defined power and authority.

• Standing committees, such as our finance 
and facility management committees, are 
established by the board for an ongoing 
and specific purpose. These committees 
generally make recommendations to and 

act under the supervision of the board.
So, if you’re thinking about running for the 
board and want to learn a little more about 
association governance and operations, or 
if you’re interested in helping improve your 
community or just want to get out and meet 
neighbors, we would be thrilled to talk to you 
about our committees and how you might 
be able to help. Pleasae contact Terrance 
Smith, Community General Manager, at 
480.551.4550 or via email at terrance.smith@
fsresidential.com for more information.
It’s caring people like you who make our 
community a great place to live and that makes 
a difference.
Come join us to serve and better Desert Ridge!

V O L U N T E E R 
t o  S e r v e  o n  a  D R C A  C o m m i t t e e
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Matt Keel is the Director of Instruction at Wildfire 
Golf Club located at the JW Marriott at Desert 
Ridge Resort and Spa.  For any questions or 
information about golf lessons or programs, 
email Matt at Mattkeel@pga.com or visit www.
Mattkeelgolf.com

On Course 
Playing Tips
Contributed by: Matt Keel

As we strive to improve our golf 
games, it’s easy to get caught up 
in trying to develop the perfect 
swing or dedicating too much 
time to practice.  The point 
to improving our golf games is 
to play better golf.  By playing 
better golf, our belief is that 
we will enjoy the game more.  
Learning some easy on-course 
strategies can help save a few 
strokes on the course and 
perhaps enjoy the game more.

Hitting a good tee shot doesn’t 
guarantee you will have a good 
hole, but a bad tee shot sure 
makes it more difficult.  The best 
way to save strokes from the tee 
box is to take any trouble out of 
play.  Trouble can be a fairway 
bunker, the desert or a water 
hazard etc.  Choose your target 
line from the tee box that best 
reduces the risk of hitting your 
ball into trouble.  The easiest way 
to take trouble out of play is to 
tee your ball on the side of the 

tee box that corresponds to the 
trouble.  If the trouble is on the 
right side of the fairway, tee your 
ball on the right side of the tee 
box.  By teeing your ball on the 
same side as the trouble, you will 
open up the fairway and reduce 
your chance of hitting into the 
trouble..  Next time you are on 
the tee box, look at the hole from 
both sides of the tee box and see 
how your target line changes.

From the fairway, you increase 
your chances of success by 
making good impact.  To make 
good impact, you want to make 
sure your divot occurs after the 
ball when you make your swing.  
Since fairways are rarely flat, 
your chance of success changes 
when you are dealing with a lie 
that is on a slope.  To ensure 
you will take your divot after 
the ball when you have a lie on 
a slope, take a practice swing to 
see where you take a divot.  For 
instance, if you have an uphill 
lie, your divot will occur further 
back in your stance.  Simply 
take a practice swing next to the 
ball duplicating the lie you have 
for your shot.  Notice where 
your divot is occurring.  Adjust 
your ball position so the divot 

occurs after the ball and make 
your swing. 

On the green, the best way to 
save strokes is to avoid three 
putts.  One reason we make 
three putts is from not reading 
the putt correctly.  One reason 
we misread putts is we only 
read the putt from behind the 
ball.  Try walking around the 
hole 360 degrees.  By walking 
around the hole entirely you 
will see the putt from four 
different perspectives.  Each 
perspective will show you where 
the ball will break left or right 
or where the putt is uphill or 
downhill.  By reading the putt 
from four different perspectives, 
you will be able to make a more 
informed decision on how to 
putt the ball.

Learning and practicing golf 
are important to long term 
improvement.  Just as important, 
you want to make sure you learn 
how to play the game on the 
course.  In this article were just 
a few tips on how to improve 
your play on the course.  To 
receive more playing tips, you 
can sign up for my monthly 
newsletter on my website at 
www.Mattkeelgolf.com.
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R u n n i n g  M e c h a n i c s : 

Cadence and Foot Strike

Kaitlyn Kakar 
PT, DPT, CAFS, CSCS
Spooner Physical 
Therapy-Desert Ridge 

Have you always wanted to start running 
for exercise or are you currently running, 
but continue to get injured? Have you 
spent time trying to diagnose and treat 
your own injuries, but are overwhelmed 
by the countless articles and information 
available on running form, mechanics, and 
footwear? Well I am here to provide you 
with a few basic tips from personal and 
clinical experience to help you improve your 
running mechanics, reduce your pain, and 
prevent additional injuries. 

Cadence, in relation to running, is the 
number of stride lengths per minute or 
frequency at which your foot strikes the 
ground. The ideal cadence is between 85-90 
strides per minute or 170-180 steps per 
minutes.1  Most runners or joggers fall below 
this number meaning your stride length is 
too long or your feet are staying in contact 
with the ground for too long. In order to 
increase your cadence, you must shorten 
your stride length. As you shorten your 
stride length and increase the frequency at 
which your foot hits the ground, your foot 
will spend less time in contact with the 
ground. This change in stride equates to 
less strain on your muscles and joints, and 
therefore, reduces your chance for injury. 
Research shows “an increased stride rate 
(reduced stride length) appears to reduce 
the magnitude of several key biomechanical 
factors associated with running injuries.”

How do you calculate cadence? The easiest 
way to measure and track cadence is to use 
a metronome. There are many free apps 
available for download on your phone or you 
can buy one to clip on your shorts. The first 
step to transitioning to a higher cadence is 
to measure your current cadence. I would 
then recommend increasing your cadence 
two steps per min per week to achieve your 
ideal cadence between 170-180 steps per 
minute. Your body needs time to adjust to 

this new cadence so a gradual transition is 
important to allow for success and reduce 
your risk for additional strain or injury if you 
transition too quickly. 

Another important concept is foot strike. 
Our foot is comprised of 26 bones and more 
than a 100 muscles, tendons, and ligaments. 
This dynamic machine is designed to 
absorb the load of our body as well as propel 
us forward depending on how our foot is 
aligned and which muscles are activated. In 
order to be efficient, we need to use our feet 
as they were designed. Naturally most people 
fall into three categories: forefoot, midfoot, 
or heel strikers. This means when your foot 
makes contact with the ground your foot 
lands either on the ball of your foot, around 
the arch, or at the heel.  

A good way to learn how your foot hits 
the ground is to look at bottom of an old 
shoe to see where it is the most worn.  If 
you land on your heel, it creates an abrupt 
stop when your heel hits the ground acting 
like a brake. This force then travels up to 
your knee, hip, or even low back requiring 
another part of your body to absorb the 
load. This can lead to foot, knee, hip, or 
low back injuries. On the other hand, 
forefoot striking requires increased calf 
activation to maintain the position to land 
on the ball of your foot. This can lead to 
calf strains or other overuse injuries in 
the foot and ankle. Research shows “one 
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R u n n i n g  M e c h a n i c s : 

Cadence and Foot Strike
can land softly in a midfoot strike without 
much impact transient, but some midfoot 
strikes can generate impact transients like 
those of heel strikes. However, these forces 
are distributed over larger surfaces areas, 
reducing the stress on the foot.”3  Landing 
in a midfoot strike allows for your foot to be 
in an ideal position, pronation, to absorb 
shock, and allow for less chance of injury. 
Similar to cadence, changing the point of 
foot contact is something to transition into, 
not something that can happen overnight. 
Sometimes our feet or ankles lack the proper 
mobility or stability to allow for successful 
transition, however, treatment from a 
physical therapist can help you achieve the 
mobility and stability you need. 

Whether attempting to change your 
cadence, foot strike, or simply continuing 
to run, always remember to stretch. Our 
muscles perform best when they are at an 
optimum length. Therefore, flexibility is 
important for performance as well as for 

injury prevention. If the muscle is too tight 
it can cause muscle or tendon injuries. The 
newest research shows that one should 
perform an active warm-up, stretch, perform 
the targeted activity, and then stretch again 

after the activity. Stretching can be dynamic 
such as hip circles and leg swings or static 
stretching with a sustained hold for at least 
30 seconds. Stretching all major muscles 
groups including hamstrings, quadriceps, hip 
flexors, and calves are very important. 

Running is a fantastic full body workout. 
Prior to starting a running program consult 
your MD. Along your running journey, if 
any pain or injuries occur, do not hesitate 
to seek an evaluation from a physical 
therapist. The sooner you seek treatment, 
the sooner you will get back to running 
before causing additional injuries. What 
can a physical therapist do for you? As the 
movement specialists of the medical and 
fitness industry, physical therapists can not 
only treat your injury, but also teach you 
strategies for injury prevention, all the while 
assessing your running mechanics. Come 
visit me over at Spooner Physical Therapy 
Desert Ridge location so that you can return 
to running pain-free. 

[1] Dreyer, D. Take your running to the next 
level with a metronome. ChiRunning. 2012. 
Available at: http://www.chirunning.com/blog/
entry/take-your-running-to-the-next-level-with-
a-metronome. Accessed August 8, 2017.

[2] Schubert AG, Kempf J, Heiderscheit 
BC. Influence of Stride Frequency and 
Length on Running Mechanics: A Systematic 
Review. Sports Health. 2014;6(3):210-217. 
doi:10.1177/1941738113508544. 

[3] Lieberman DE, Venkadesan M, Werbel WA, 
Daoud AI, D’Andrea S, Davis IS, Mang’eni 
RO, Pitsiladis Y. (2010) Foot strike patterns and 
collision forces in habitually barefoot versus shod 
runners. Nature 463: 531-5.

[4] http://www.runningmetronome.org/
wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Running-Apps-
Running-Cadence.jpg

WHAT MAKES ARQ WEALTH DIFFERENT? 
THE ARQTM PROCESS — Our unique process identifies the outcomes most meaningful to you. 
WEALTH ACCUMULATOR SERVICE — Boutique style asset management program for young families.
LOW COST — Our advisory fees are 20% below the industry average. 
COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL PLANNING — Included in our low advisory fee – FOR FREE. 
LOW CLIENT TO ADVISOR RATIOS — We limit our advisors to a maximum of 50 relationships. 
THE ARQTM LOYALTY PROGRAM
TEAM BASED APPROACH — 3 CFP®’s, CFA, RICP®, 2 AIF®s. 72 + years of experience.
FULLY INDEPENDENT — FEE ONLY Investment Fiduciary.
Give us a call. Mention this ad and as a Desert Ridge resident, we will give you a Free Portfolio 
Risk Assessment. If you become a client we will also extend our discounted fee schedule. 

Is your current Financial Advisor a Broker, a “Fee-Based” Advisor, or a Fee Only Fiduciary? 
Do you know the difference? Not knowing could be costing you money.

My name is James N. Robinson RICP®, AIF®. 
I have been a Desert Ridge resident since 2007 and I want to be your Wealth Manager. 

Since 2008 my firm has specialized in helping families achieve a work optional lifestyle  
and retire safely.

James N. Robinson, RICP®, AIF®

Partner - ARQ Wealth Advisors, LLC
9375 E. Shea Blvd, Suite 100

Scottsdale, AZ 85260
jay@arqwealth.com

480-214-9537
www.arqwealth.com
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DISTRICT STAGE 
Performance times are from 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM

AMC FOUNTAIN STAGE 
Performance times are from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Events at Desert Ridge Marketplace

CONCERTS AND HOLIDAY EVENTS

www.shopdesertridge.com/events/live-music/

As a jazz trumpeter in Miami, Loran has 
performed with Grammy, Latin Grammy and 
international recording artists including Luis 
Enrique, Lefty Perez, Marlow Rosado, Tito Puente, 
Jr., Lalo Rodriguez, “Cachao” Lopez, Nestor Torres 
and Desmond Child. For details, visit lorancox.com

ULTIMATE BON JOVI
Fri., Oct. 27   n   District Stage, 7-10 pm
Bon Jovi Tribute Band

Back in a small town at the Jersey shore, Johnny 
Giovanni was working in a local pizza parlor owned 
by Nico. Johnny had dreams of forming a Bon Jovi 
tribute band, something to get out of the small town 
world, something bigger and better than he was. He 
had the look, could sing and play the guitar. He 
just needed the band. One day a guy with a guitar 
slung across his back came into the pizza place. His 
name was Ritchie Samborini. A slice and a Coke 
turned into a dream. Johnny told Ritchie about his 
dream of a band and how he’d been holding onto it. 
Ritchie said he was in. Now they needed the other 
half of the band.

Nico overheard the conversations and said he’s 
a drummer who had the chops to handle the job. 
Nico was interested.

The last piece of the puzzle was the bassist and 
keyboard player. They needed just the right fit but 
didn’t know who could pull it off until one day 
Bobby and Danny strolled in for a slice. The were 
both classically trained and had studied at Juilliard 
in nearby New York City and came down the shore 
for the summer.

That’s how Ultimate Bon Jovi became Ultimate 
Bon Jovi.. For details, visit ultimatebonjovi.com

PAM MORITA
Fri., Oct. 27   n   Splash Pad, 7-9 pm
Jazz Keyboardist

A professional pianist/singer in Chicago since 
1980, Pam played at the Drake Hotel, Park Hyatt 
Hotel, the Fairmont, the Palmer House as well as 
well known jazz clubs as Andy’s and the Green Mill.
In 2000, Pam moved to Phoenix primarily because 
her parents lived there. Since moving to the Valley, 
Pam became a Nordstrom pianist for 5 years (as a 
soloist and with trios), and has played at the Top 
of the Rock Restaurant, Glendale Gaslight Inn, the 
Estate House, Cartwright’s, Chandler Jazz Festival, 
98 South, the Phoenix Music Festival, the Borgata, 
the Phoenician, the Biltmore, West Valley Art 
Museum, Scottsdale Artwalk, and the Kerr Cultural 
Center. For details, visit pammorita.com

DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH
Sat., Oct. 28   n   District Stage, 7-10 pm
Neil Diamond Tribute Band

The ultimate tribute to Neil Diamond and his 
music! Greg Ansel brings the look and sound of 
Neil Diamond to recreate the singer/songwriter’s 
greatest hits including “Sweet Caroline”, “Cracklin’ 
Rosie” and “Cherry, Cherry”. Bring your clapping 
hands and your singing voices...cause you’re gonna 
need em! For details, visit ndtribute.com

MATT KAHLER
Sat., Oct. 28   n   Splash Pad, 7-9 pm
Acoustic Guitarist/Singer/Songwriter

Matt Kahler is a local Phoenix, Arizona singer-
songwriter. He’s been playing guitar for seven 
years, and began writing his own soft acoustic-
rock-inspired songs in 2010, centered around 
guitar rhythms and catchy vocal hooks. Matt 
draws influences from nearly all types of music, 
but most prominently rock, blues, pop, and jazz. 
His dedication to putting everything into writing 
and performing, along with his smooth style and 
catchy songs are sure to capture and entertain any 
audience. For details, visit facebook.com

JAZZ IN THE COURTYARD
Sun., Dec. 10   n   Barnes & Noble Courtyard
12-2 pm
Paradise Valley Community College Jazz

Desert Ridge Marketplace is pleased to present 
Jazz in the Courtyard featuring Paradise Valley 
Community College’s (PVCC) talented faculty 
musicians. Proudly sponsored by the Musical 
Instrument Museum (MIM), the series explores 
the rich musical traditions of various jazz composers 
and genres. Held on September 10th, October 8th 
and December 10th from 12-2pm, the Jazz Series 
is led by PVCC music faculty, Dr. Brett Reed, and 
showcases PVCC instructors in the ensemble. For 
details, visit shopdesertridge.com 

WIDE AWAKE
Frid., Oct. 20   n   District Stage, 7-10 pm
U2 Tribute Band

Wide Awake is a local, alternative rock cover 
band that specializes in the music of U2. Blending 
musicianship and special effects, they recreate the 
ambient music of U2 in front of live audiences in 
a truly authentic and exciting experience. Wide 
Awake is known for bringing energy and passion to 
every show, much like their Irish counterparts. This 
is a must-see for any U2 fan or music enthusiast.

For details, visit reverbnation.com/wideawakeu2

DAVID & AMY OF PEPPERMINT JAMES
Fri., Oct. 20   n   Splash Pad, 7-9 pm
Alternative Acoustic Guitar Duo

David & Amy of Peppermint James perform as 
an Acoustic duo. Peppermint James was formed in 
Phoenix, Arizona in 2004 with strong influence 
from The Beatles, The Wailers, traditional jazz and 
blues artists, and many other outstanding world 
musicians.

The sounds of Peppermint James continually 
evolves with a no limits attitude towards songwriting 
and arranging. For details, visit peppermintjames.com

RATIO
Sat., Oct. 21   n   District Stage, 7-10 pm
Tribute to Motown

Ratio is one of Phoenix, Arizona’s premier bands 
specializing in rhythm and blues, jazz, funk and 
pop. Recognized as the “Best Jazz Band in Phoenix” 
by the Phoenix New Times Magazine and the 
“Best Blues Band” by The Arizona Republic, this 
versatile band is led by founder Larry Rhymes and is 
comprised of some of the best musicians in Phoenix. 
Their repertoire contains 60s and 70s funk, 80s jams, 
smooth jazz, classic soul and Motown. For details, 
visit ratioband.com

LORAN COX
Sat., Oct. 21   n   Splash Pad, 7-9 pm
Contemporary Jazz Flugelhorn

Flugelhorn with a passion...contemporary jazz 
flugelhorn artist Loran Cox performs music with an 
energetic and passionate blend of contemporary jazz, 
Latin and Soul.

As bandleader of the acclaimed Dallas-based 
7-piece Latin jazz group “Mambo Combo”, 
performances have included South-by-Southwest 
Music Conference (SXSW) and National Academy 
of Recording Arts and Sciences (NARAS) 
“Grammy Sessions Live”.
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Programing subject to change

Purchase tickets online at MIM.org, in person at MIM, or by calling the MIM Ticket Office at 480.478.6000. For the most updated event  
information, please visit MIM.org or 480.478.6000. Musical Instrument Museum Music Theater, 4725 E. Mayo Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85050.
General Admission: $20  n  Teens (ages 13-19): $15  n  Children (ages 4-12): $10  n Children 3 and under: Free

About MIM 
The Musical Instrument Museum (MIM) enriches the world by collecting, preserving and making accessible a wide variety of musical  instruments and performance videos from every country 

in the world. We offer our guests a welcoming and fun experience, incomparable  interactive technology, dynamic programming and exceptional musical performances. MIM also fosters 
appreciation of diverse cultures around the globe by showing that we all innovate, adapt and learn from each other to create music—the language of the soul.

Find MIM on Facebook: facebook.com/MIMphx       Follow MIM on Twitter: @MIMphx #MadForStrad       Subscribe to MIM on YouTube: YouTube.com/MIMphx
Media Contact: Erin Miller, Media Relations Manager, MIM  |  Erin.Miller@MIM.org  |  480.245.6937

O C T O B E R  C O N C E R T S
Lorrie Morgan
Saturday, Oct. 21  |  7:30 p.m.
$48.50–$63.50
“One of country music’s most versatile 
talents of the past three decades” — Roll-
ing Stone
Jonatha Brooke
Sunday, Oct. 22  | 7:00 p.m.
$30.50–$38.50

“Charming 
and very funny. 
A seasoned 
musician with a 
beautiful voice, 
Brooke rocks it.” 

— New Yorker
Las Migas
Tuesday, Oct. 24  | 7:00 p.m.
$30.50–$38.50
From the beginning, the Barcelona-
based quartet has filled big theaters and 
performed in some of the most important 
world-music festivals.
Sarah Jarosz Opening Act:  
The Brother Brothers
Wednesday, Oct. 25  | 7:00 p.m.
$38.50–$48.50
“On her fourth solo album Undercurrent, 
Sarah Jarosz doubles down on understated 
elegance.” — Associated Press
Regina Carter: Simply Ella
Friday, Oct. 27  | 7:30 p.m.
$38.50–$48.50

“A talented, charis-
matic player who is 
almost single-hand-
edly reviving inter-
est in the violin as 
a jazz instrument.” 

— Los Angeles Times

N O V E M B E R  C O N C E R T S
Kandace Springs
Thursday, Nov. 2  | 7:30 p.m.
$35.50–$45.50
“Kandace has a voice that could melt 
snow” — Prince
Ballaké Sissoko and Vincent Ségal
Friday, Nov. 3  | 7:30 p.m.
$38.50–$45.50
“A poignant and thoughtful marriage of 
Western and African classical sounds.” — 
Wall Street Journal

Gypsy Soul
Saturday, Nov. 4  | 7:30 p.m.
$38.50–$43.50
“I really enjoyed Gypsy Soul’s True! They 
are a truly unique sound. Cilette takes 
Hallelujah to a new place!” — Aaron 
Neville
Arizona Musicfest Young Musicians 
Concert
Sunday, Nov. 5  | 2:00 p.m.
$23.50
Hear the stars of tomorrow . . . today! 
Experience some of Arizona’s top young 
classical-music talent, identified through 
Arizona Musicfest’s highly regarded juried 
competitions.
Donna the Buffalo
Sunday, Nov. 5  | 7:00 p.m.
$33.50–$45.50
“Few groups are this comfortable as 
performers, and even fewer would take as 
many risks.” — Elmore Magazine
Haas Kowert Tice
Wednesday, Nov. 8  | 7:00 p.m.
$28.50–$35.50
“A collection of agile instrumentals, it 
veers from back-porch string and swing to 
a facile classical conceit.” — Relix Maga-
zine
Wu Man Performing Traditional, 
Ancient, and Historical Music of China
Saturday, Nov. 11  | 7:30 p.m.
$53.50–$63.50
“Wu Man performed miracles of dexter-
ous athleticism on her amplified pipa (a 
Chinese lute).” — Washington Post
The Sachal Ensemble: Song of 
Lahore
Sunday, Nov. 12  | 7:00 p.m.
$58.50–$78.50
“The unifying power of music is reward-
ingly demonstrated in ‘Song of Lahore,’ 
a classy portrait of Pakistan’s Sachal Jazz 
Ensemble, which, despite considerable 
odds, gained worldwide recognition with 
a little Internet assist.” — Los Angeles 
Times
The Jerry Douglas Band
Tuesday, Nov. 14  | 7:00 p.m.
$43.50–$53.50
“Few musicians ever achieve such 
complete dominance and superiority on 
their instrument as Jerry Douglas.” — The 
Independent (UK)

Al Stewart: Year of the Cat, with 
Special Guest Empty Pockets
Thursday, Nov. 16  | 7:00 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 17  | 7:00 p.m.
$63.50–$78.50
“This venerable singer-songwriter is still 
doing what he does best, and clearly his 
best is as good as ever.” — Miami Herald
Tango Buenos Aires: The Spirit of 
Argentina
Monday, Nov. 20  | 7:00 p.m.
$48.50–$68.50
“Repeatedly crafted swirling, fast-paced 
tapestries of movement, laced with proud 
postures and sensual couplings.” — Wash-
ington Post
Irish Christmas in America
Monday, Nov. 27  | 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 28  | 7:00 p.m.
$35.50–$40.50

A sparkling tradition among holiday 
events, Irish Christmas in America is a 
special show to see this season.
Quebe Sisters
Wednesday, Nov. 29  | 7:00 p.m.
$35.50–$40.50
“Hearing the Quebe Sisters sing is noth-
ing short of mesmerizing. . . . Imagine 
the angelic Andrew Sisters (of “Boogie 
Woogie Bugle Boy” fame) singing in top 
form—and then ripping into a nimble 
fiddle breakdown.” — Washington Post

D E C E M B E R  C O N C E R T S
EXPERIENCE SCANDINAVIA
Saturday, Dec. 2 and Sunday, Dec. 3
Take in the rich history of Scandinavian 
music and culture at MIM! Join us for a 
celebration of Norway, Sweden, Denmark, 
and Finland. Delight in musical perfor-
mances, traditional dances, a regionally 
inspired menu in the café, hands-on crafts, 
and much more.
Sharon Isbin and the Pacifica Quartet
Thursday, Dec. 7  | 7:30 p.m.
$58.50–$78.50
“Pacifica’s playing was sunny, charm-
ing, expressing the free-flowing interior 
conversation that the music reveals.” — 
New York Classical Review

The Mike Stern Quartet, with Tom 
Kennedy, Randy Brecker, and Dave 
Weckl
Friday, Dec. 8  | 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.
$33.50–$43.50
“Mike Stern is one of the best electric 
guitarists of his generation.” — Interna-
tional Herald Tribune
Taylor Hicks
Sunday, Dec. 10  | 7:00 p.m. 
$40.50–$45.50
“Taylor Hicks has seemingly done it all. 
He won American Idol. He played the 
infamous Teen Angel in Grease on Broad-
way. He partied with Snoop Dogg. What 
more can a guy really ask for?” — Huffing-
ton Post
Phoenix Boys Choir
Thursday, Dec. 14  | 7:30 p.m. 
$28.50–$33.50
Hop on the 
sleigh with the 
Phoenix Boys 
Choir and 
listen to the 
most endearing 
holiday songs and carols from around the 
world.
’TIS THE SEASON: HOLIDAYS AT MIM
Saturday, Dec. 16 and Sunday, Dec. 17
Celebrate the holidays at MIM! Join us 
for our annual holiday program featuring 
musical performances and holiday-themed 
activities. The weekend will also highlight 
a special menu at Café Allegro, gifts for 
purchase in the Museum Store, face paint-
ing, and so much more.
Cherish the Ladies: Celtic Christmas
Tuesday, Dec. 19  | 7:00 p.m. 
$48.50–$58.50
“Cherish the Ladies has been a leading 
group in the Irish traditional world for 
more than a decade. . . . It is simply impos-
sible to imagine an audience that wouldn’t 
enjoy what they do.” — Boston Globe
Jim Brickman
Saturday, Dec. 30  | 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 31  | 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
$48.50–$68.50
“Jim Brickman’s fans know him as the 
man who plays lyrical, soothing melodies 
on the piano, including his well-known 
compositions sung by Olivia Newton 
John, Michael Bolton and other famous 
musicians.” — Chicago Tribune
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KEEPING UP WITH PVCC
Student Success is at the Heart of Paradise Valley 
Community College as it Celebrates 30 years in 
the Northeast Valley

KEEP UP WITH PVCC – YOUR COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

 ON THE POINTS OF PRIDE BLOG AT  
HTTP://WWW.PVPRIDE.BLOG.PVC.MARICOPA.EDU/

Contributed by: Denise Estfan
Journalism and English professor at PVCC 
Advisor of the Puma Press school 
newspaper

To say PVCC has made a huge impact in the 
Northeast Valley in the past 30 years is an 
understatement. When the college opened 
its doors in Fall 1987, 3,781 students were 
enrolled; today the school serves close to 
12,500 students annually. Over its tenure, 
the college has educated 166,889 students 
in the Northeast Valley and conferred over 
13,513 degrees and/or certificates.

Cayman Martin knew she wanted to 
attend Paradise Valley Community College 
(PVCC) because of the familial atmosphere 
with a focus on the success and wellness of 
the students.

Martin had many positive influences with 
numerous faculty members and her advisor 
while at PVCC. “Many people played a 
huge part in my success as a student and 
really helped to guide me through my first 
years of college. They were all very invested 
in student development and wellness, and 
I am very grateful to have had them as 
resources,” said Martin. 

Martin is currently in her second year 
of medical school pursuing emergency 
medicine.

Junior Michael is another alumnus who 

credits PVCC instructors and faculty with 
much of his academic success. “PVCC offers 
a top notch educational experience for 
Merit Scholars as well as individuals who 
are looking for two additional years to grow 
before transition to a four-year institution. 
PVCC is set in a friendly environment, led 
by dedicated instructors, providing varied 
opportunities for a rewarding higher ed 
experience, ” said Michael. He is currently 
the Assistant Principal and Athletic 
Director at Mountain Ridge High School. 

Dr. Paul Dale, college president, said that 
the school’s most notable contribution to 

the community is student success. He said 
that students transferring from PVCC “do 
as well as slightly better than the ‘native’ 
university students when it comes to 
completion and graduation rates.” He also 
said that each year there are over 4,300 
former PVCC students enrolled in one of 
the three state universities, Grand Canyon 
and many out-of-state universities each 
semester. Additionally, certificate and AAS 
degree programs allow students to directly 
enter the workforce.

What began as The Northeast Valley 
Education Center in 1985 and was then 
dedicated as PVCC in 1987 is now a 
thriving comprehensive community college 
serving the Northeast Valley. Before the 
students, the campus and signature programs 
like Nursing and Fire Science, there was just 
a piece of land and a great need for a college 
in the Northeast Valley. Someone who was 
instrumental in getting the college up and 
running is Beth Koehnemann, Paradise 
Valley Community Council Chair. She said 
that it was the surrounding community that 
really made the college a reality. “Out of 
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the three colleges built about the same time 
(Chandler, Estrella Mountain and PVCC), 
PVCC was the only one who had to find 
land, pass a bond issue in the immediate 
area and help to lift a building moratorium 
imposed by the, then, State Community 
College Board. To accomplish these feats, 
our local and national elected officials, plus 
hordes of citizens from Cave Creek, Carefree 
as well as the Greater Paradise Valley area, 
banded together for the common cause. They 
manned phone banks for the bond issue 
passage and attended scores of meetings. As 
one of the District’s officials said to me after 
the dedication, ‘This is truly a community 

college,’” said Koehnemann.

The school has been embedded in the 
community ever since. 

Dale said, “Over the past 30 years, PVCC 
has grown to be a fully comprehensive 
community college inclusive of the addition 
of niche occupational programs, extensive co- 
curricular programs, fine and performing arts, 
intercollegiate athletics and the establishment 
of the Black Mountain site to serve northern 
Maricopa County and the communities of 
Cave Creek and Carefree.”

Though student success is at the forefront of 
PVCC’s mission, the college provides more 

than just classes for credit; it also continues 
to serve the Northeast Valley by offering 
enrichment opportunities to the community. 
The College provides courses that all ages can 
take; additionally, the Fitness Center hosts a 
very well subscribed Silver Sneakers program, 
and during the summer months, numerous 
discipline specific camps are held on campus 
including fine and performing arts, math and 
science and creative writing.

PVCC’s commitment to the community has 
never been stronger,. Dale said, “Students 
who leave PVCC are equipped as critical 
and creative thinkers with life-long learning 
values, and it is my sincerest hope that 
many of our students are also able to make 
positive social change in their places of work, 
communities and local neighborhoods. It 
is literally the thousands of PVCC alumni 
making the greater Phoenix metropolitan 
area, the state of Arizona and many other 
communities a better place for all.”

More information can be found on the 
30th Anniversary website at http://www.
paradisevalley.edu/anniversary.
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Neil J. Hardon III, GRI  Realty Executives
cell: 602-292-2679     email: njhardon3@aol.com

“YOUR KNOWLEDGE, PROFESSIONALISM 
AND GENUINE CARE FOR YOUR CLIENTS AS
WELL AS ALL THE PARTIES IS EXEMPLARY.”
- Sue Connor

I LIVE, LOVE AND WORK IN DESERT 
RIDGE! I CAN SELL YOUR HOME AND 
FIND YOU A GREAT ONE AS WELL!

Your Tried-And-True REALTOR® 
for 38 Years

  ‣ 37 YEARS WITH REALTY EXECUTIVES!

  ‣ SAME OFFICE!

  ‣ 1756 Transactions! 

  ‣ $284,709,689 Closed! 
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About Our New Principal
I am honored to serve as the 
Interim Principal of Desert 
Trails Elementary School 
for the 2017-2018 school 
year. Our school is made up 
of dynamic staff, dedicated 
parents, involved community 
members, and students who 
share in the relentless pursuit 
of developing World-Class 
Thinkers. Desert Trails has an 
outstanding reputation when 
it comes to providing students 
with a high quality education. 
I look forward to working with 
you in order to ensure that our 
children meet their academic, 
emotional, and social goals. 
Welcome to Desert Trails!

I come to Desert Trails with 
17 years of experience in 
education. Last year, I was the 
Assistant Principal at both 
Boulder Creek and Sonoran 

Sky Elementary Schools. 
Prior to administration, I 
was a classroom teacher 
in Paradise Valley Unified 
School District and Scottsdale 
Unified School District where 
I taught grades 6th, 1st, 2nd, 
PreKindergarten, infants, 
and Self-Contained Gifted. 
I also worked as an online 
curriculum developer. I have 
my Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Elementary Education and my 
Master’s degrees in Curriculum 
& Instruction and Educational 
Administration; as well I 
hold my Early Childhood and 
Gifted Endorsements. I am 
elated to bring my skills as an 
educational leader to Desert 
Trails and to work with you in 
partnership.

On a personal note, I am an 
Arizona native. My husband, 

and high school sweetheart, 
is a longtime Valley golf 
instructor. I have a 9 year old 
daughter, a 12 year old son, 
and a rescue dog named Abby. 
We focus on spending time as 
a family to find balance amidst 
our busy schedules.

As your principal, it is 
important to me that everyone 
who steps through our 
doors - teachers, students, and 
parents- are excited to be at 
Desert Trails! Together, we 
will embrace the highest level 
of academic excellence, while 
focusing on ensuring that 
school is a safe place to grow 
academically, socially, and 
emotionally.

Smiles,
Sarah Torrilhon, Principal

DESERT TRAILS ELEMENTARY

SARAH TORRILHON
   17 years Experience
EDUCATION 
   BA in Education, ASU
MASTER’S IN EDUCATION 
   (Curriculum and Instruction)
   ASU
MASTER’S IN EDUCATION
   (Educational Administration)
   GCU, Principalship
   Certificate
ENDORSEMENTS
   Early Childhood, Gifted,
   Structured English Immersion

Started in education: 2000
Started with district: 2000
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DELICIOUS
RESTAURAN

TS   

IN THE  

DESERT   

RIDGE AREA
 

RESTAURANT REVIEW

21001 Tatum Blvd, Ste 1010, Phoenix, AZ 85050
Mon. - Thurs. 11 am -12 am    n    Fri. - Sat. 11 am -1 am  n  Sun. - 11 am -12 am

By Barry Wilson
Communications Committee

We love the contemporary ambience with 
high ceilings and white interior that was lively 
with upbeat yet not overwhelming upbeat 
music. Old Italian Cinema was projected 
onto the south wall right above the “diner 
style” longish bar that oversees view of food 
preparation/cooking and two active wood-fire 
stoves. Following today’s “popular self-service 
trend” we got into line near the entrance 
to place our order, next proceeding to get 
our beverage glasses along the same south 
wall that also housed our eating utensils and 
narrow, but wide, plates we would use to share 
salads and pizza on. Since we had more than 
4 in our party we opted to sit in the “high top 
stools family style dining area” across from 
each other along a super sturdy beer hall type 
long table.

From their list of six Appetizers we opted to 
split one order of the House Meat and Cheese 
Plate since it’s the only appetizer that “serves 
2.” All of us loved this as it consisted of black 
truffle cheese, goat cheese, Parmigiano-
Reggiano, tartufo, prosciutto, spicy Italian 
salami, served with two mustards, olives, 
walnuts, pears, dates, honey and wood-fire 
toasted Neapolitan bread. Coupled with 
available wine or beer, this appetizer might be 
a perfect date night evening snack before/after 
mall shopping or going to the movies. From 
their array of visually appealing ten salads, 

served in giant sized bowls, we opted to split 
the vegan Sweet Life Salad featuring baby 
arugula, seasonal greens, melon, strawberries, 
blackberries, raspberries, blueberries, 
shaved and shredded coconut, tossed with a 
housemade lemon vinaigrette dressing. Our 
salads were tasty and not bland in any way. 
We tried their two best-selling salads and 
the Italian Salad was our favorite as it has 
seasonal greens, romaine lettuce, salami, grape 
tomatoes, cucumber, red onions, bell peppers, 
olives, parmesan, crushed croutons, all tossed 
with a housemade Italian vinaigrette dressing. 
Their Caesar Salad could become a protein 
packed entre by adding the available sides like 
anchovies, chicken, and even an egg.

Being adventurous, we decided not to bother 
with ordering their best seller, a Double 
Pepperoni, from their list of 15 specialty pizzas 
that are “not too large and not too small.” 
Another best seller, Devil’s Pizza, is very 
spicy but turned out to be our unanticipated 
favorite as it was stimulatingly tasteful but 
not overpowering. We tried two of their “new 
pizzas,” the Le Carni (Meats) and the Pizza 
Tropicale (Hawaiian) and both were great 

values they both seemed not to be able to 
overcome the innate taste of the dough in 
which their toppings lay.

We tried some unique pizzas without tomato 
sauce since we might not find them elsewhere.  
Their Egg-N’-Bacon Pizza features fresh 
mozzarella, applewood smoked bacon, Italian 
sausage, rosemary roasted fingerling potatoes, 
parmesan, basil, oregano, extra virgin olive oil, 
topped with a freshly cracked free-range egg 
and the Genoa’s Pizza featuring housemade 
pesto, sautéed baby spinach, roasted bell 
peppers, parmesan, basil, fresh mozzarella, 
topped with baby arugula, and grape tomatoes 
after bake. Both of these pizzas were great to 
look at and devour but the composition of the 
Genoa’s pizza, while resplendent in red and 
green, was surprising to those of us at the table 
who’d forgoted that not all of a pizza’s toppings 
would be warm.

From their list of five Desserts most of us opted 
for the Affogato (Drowning Gelato) which 
Italian Vanilla Bean Gelato is drowning in 
espresso coffee. What a great, refreshing, late 
summer taste treat that was!  In addition to 
Vanilla Bean and Chocolate Gelato they 
change their Gelato and Sorbet flavors daily. 
Gazing about the room, both their new

Signature Nutella© Calzone with Cherries and 
Ricotta or with just Fresh Fruit seemed to be a 
popular choice as well.

Due to late August heat, our DRCA Review Team chose to review “lighter fare” of 
salads and Neapolitan Pizza. Neapolitan-style pizza typically consists of a thin and soft 
crust (if it is cooked properly at a high temperature, the crust will bubble up and be 
charred in spots) that is topped with a simple tomato sauce, fresh mozzarella cheese, 
and fresh basil. We checked out the recently open MidiCi: The Neapolitan Pizza 
Restaurant that’s located within Desert Ridge Marketplace just southeast of the Verizon 
Store. It features mostly non-GMO food products and we found this environment to 
be both upscale and trendy, offering great values at more reasonable prices than you’d 
expect to find when you walked in the front door.
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MEETINGS & EVENTS
DRCA OFFICE, 5415 E. High St., Suite 220, Phoenix, AZ  85054 (Parking Garage on 54th Street)                   CASHMAN PARK, 22222 N. 44th Street,  Phoenix, AZ  85050 

E V E N T SM E E T I N G S

ASSOCIATION
Desert Ridge Community 
Association ..................................... 480.551.4300
Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Email: desertridge.az@fsresidential.com
24/7 Customer Care Center ........ 480.551.4300

DRCA COMMITTEES
Communications Committee
communications@desertridgelifestyles.com
Lifestyles Committee 
lifestyles@desertridgelifestyles.com
Community Awareness Committee 
communityawareness@desertridgelifestyles.com
Design Review Committee
designreview@desertridgelifestyles.com
Finance Committee
finance@desertridgelifestyles.com
Nominating Committee
nominating@desertridgelifestyles.com
Public Affairs Committee
publicaffairs@desertridgelifestyles.com
SCP Planning Sub-Committee
scpplanning@desertridgelifestyles.com
SCP Parks Sub-Committee
scpparks@desertridgelifestyles.com

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
Vestar Branch ................................ 480.585.0170

PUBLIC SERVICES
Phoenix Water Department
M-F, 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. ..................... 602.262.6251
Weekends, holidays, after 5 p.m. ... 602.261.8000
Phoenix Police Department
Non-Emergency Crime Stop ......... 602.262.6151
Vacation Watch .............................. 602.495.5002
Desert Ridge Silent Witness ....... 480.WITNESS
Phoenix Public Works
Trash/Recycling/Bulk Pick-up ....... 602.262.7251
Parks Forestry Department
Downed Trees in Right of Way ..... 602.262.9440
City of Phoenix Parks & Recreation, Northeast
Division (Cashman Park) ............ 602.262.6696
Malfunctioning Traffic Signals .... 602.262.6021
Streets/Street Sweeping ................ 602.262.6441
Southwest Gas
Customer Service ........................... 602.861.1999
APS, 24 hour line  .......................... 602.371.7171
(Includes Street Light Outtage)
US Post Office  .......................800.ASK.USPS
Boulder Hills      800.275.8777
2550 E. Rose Garden Lane
Phoenix, Arizona 85050-9998

Cox Communications ................... 623.594.1000
Centurylink .................................... 800.244.1111
Green Pools .................................... 602.506.6616
Maricopa County
Graffiti Busters .............................. 602.495.7014
Southwest Wildlife 
Conservation Center .....................480-471.9109
Dispatch-City 
24/7 Street Maintenance  
Concerns................................... 602.262.6441

SCHOOLS
Fireside Elementary ....................... 602.449.4700
Principal, Teresa Simmons
tsimmons@pvschools.net
Wildfire Elementary ...................... 602.449.4300
Principal, Erin Vranesh
evranesh@pvschools.net 
Desert Trails Elementary .............. 602.449.4100
Principal, Sarah Torrilhon
storrilhon@pvschools.net 
Explorer Middle School ................ 602.449.4200
Principal, Kyle Shappee
kshappee@pvschools.net
Pinnacle High School ................... 602.449.4000
Principal, Chad Lanese 
chlanese@pvschools.net

*MEETINGS AND EVENTS DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. ASSOCIATION MEMBERS AND/OR MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ONLY.

COMMUNICATIONS  
COMMITTEE

FRI., NOVEMBER 10
FRI., DECEMBER 8
FRI., JANUARY 12

8 a.m. at DRCA Office

COMMUNITY  
AWARENESS COMMITTEE
THURS., NOVEMBER 16
THURS., JANUARY 18

6:30 p.m. at DRCA Office

DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE
TUES., NOVEMBER 14
TUES.,  NOVEMBER 28 
TUES., DECEMBER 12

TUES., JANUARY 9
5 p.m. at DRCA Office

DRCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
WED., OCTOBER 25

WED., NOVEMBER 29
Holiday Recess –  

No December Meeting
WED., JANUARY 24

6 p.m. at DRCA Office

FINANCE COMMITTEE
TUES., OCTOBER 24

TUES., NOVEMBER 28
Holiday Recess –  

No December Meeting
TUESDAY, JANUARY 23
8 a.m. at DRCA Office

LIFESTYLES COMMITTEE
THURS., NOVEMBER 9
THURS., DECEMBER 7
THURS., JANUARY 11
8 a.m. at DRCA Office

PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
TUES. NOVEMBER 14

TUES., JANUARY 9
6 p.m. at DRCA Office

STRATEGIC COMMUNITY 
PLAN (SCP) PARKS  

SUB-COMMITTEE
WED., DECEMBER 6

4 p.m. at DRCA Office

STRATEGIC COMMUNITY 
PLAN (SCP) PLANNING  

SUB-COMMITTEE
WED., NOVEMBER 8
WED., DECEMBER 13
WED., JANUARY 10

10 a.m. at DRCA Office

DESERT RIDGE FALL MOVIE AT 
CASHMAN PARK AND DESERT 

CITY CHURCH TRUNK OR TREAT
SAT., OCTOBER 28

See flyer on page 12

VETERANS DAY  
APPRECIATION BREAKFAST

FRI., NOVEMBER 10
7 a.m. – 10 a.m.

See flyer on page 13

DESERT RIDGE FARMERS  
MARKET ON HIGH STREET
SUN., NOVEMBER 19
SUN., DECEMBER 17
SUN., JANUARY 21

10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
See flyer on page 10

COFFEE CLUB
TUES., DECEMBER 12
9 a.m. at DRCA Office

DESERT RIDGE ANNUAL  
HOLIDAY TROLLEY TOURS 

DECEMBER 14, 18, 19 & 20
6:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.
See flyer on page 16  

for tickets and location info 

DESERT RIDGE MEGA  
COMMUNITY WIDE YARD SALE

SAT., NOVEMBER 4
7 a.m. – 2 p.m.

See flyer on page 12

LADIES NIGHT OUT
MON., NOVEMBER 13
MON., DECEMBER 11

MON., JANUARY 8
Locations TBD
5 p.m. – 7 p.m.

See flyer on page 11

SPORTS NIGHT OUT
TUES., JANUARY 16

Locations TBD
See flyer on page 11

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
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Kevin Owens sells Desert Ridge homes for 
11% more (on average) than other agents!

Find out why your neighbors love working with 
Kevin Owens... contact Kevin today!

REALTOR®

DESERT RIDGE SPECIALIST
480.217.9184

kevin@fineAZliving.com  |  www.fineAZliving.com

*Data Source - All ARMLS sold data for 85050 and 85054 between 1/1/2012 to 1/1/2016 If your home is currently listed, this is not a solicitation for that listing. Owned and operated by NRT, LLC.

KEVIN OWENS ALL OTHER AGENTS 
SELLING IN DESERT RIDGE

Who you choose to represent you and 
your Desert Ridge home matters!

$174.92
AVERAGE SOLD 

PRICE/SF

101%
AVERAGE LIST/

SELL PRICE

71 DAYS
AVERAGE DAYS 

ON MARKET

$156
AVERAGE SOLD 

PRICE/SF

95.97%
AVERAGE LIST/

SELL PRICE

76.5 DAYS
AVERAGE DAYS 

ON MARKET
VS.

Let’s compare
apples to apples...

SOLD BY KEVIN!

SOLD BY KEVIN!
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SOLD BY KEVIN!
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SOLD BY KEVIN!

SOLD BY KEVIN!

SOLD BY KEVIN!
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Top 150 Agents in Arizona for 2016
★

Ranked #1 2016
North Scottsdale Realty One Group

★

Top Agent 
Top Agent Magazine 2016

★

100 Most Influential 
Realtors in Arizona 2016

★

Expert Network Designation 2016
★

Published Author
★

NBC 12News 
Regularly Featured Realtor 

Expert Since 2014

We had a wonderful experience working with Holly Henbest and her team. Their hard work and dedication 
in helping us sell and find our new home was greatly appreciated. I would highly recommend Holly and 

her team for their service and their personal touch to focus on our best interest. 
Recent Online Review – Aviano Seller/Fireside Buyer

VISIT HENBEST.COM TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR FEATURED 
LISTINGS AND REVIEW MORE CLIENT TESTIMONIALS.

Jack Frost May Not Be Nipping At Our Nose,
But Roasting Marshmallows Is Always A Good Idea! 

We’ve Got Just The Place For You To Enjoy A Special Holiday Season!

Wildfire Golf Course Views

AVA
ILA

BLE

Aviano  n  5 Bedroom

AVA
ILA

BLE

(480)266-8785
Holly@Henbest.com

Desert Ridge Residents! 
Desert Ridge Experts!

17550 N. Perimeter Drive, Suite 160, Scottsdale, AZ 85255

Happy Holidays
 from The Henbest Team

The Henbest Team @HollyHenbest The Henbest Teamhollyhenbest Holly Henbest
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